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HISTORY. 

When Aristotle was asked^ ^^ what a man could gfain bj 
telling a falsehood ?^^ he replied, ^^ Not to be credited 
rshen he epeaki the truths 

Major EujAH Putnam Go«drio«e lefl Bangor, armed 
and equipped, according to his own story, with a line 
pair of pistols — and on his journey he loaded them ; 
drew their charges every day, till he safely arrived at 
Exeter. The first part of his journey was very agreea- 
ble, as he amused himself with the pleasing thoughts of 
having formed a plan to execute, in order to get two or 
three thousand dollars out of the State, by apprehending 
a few innocent, defenceless men, and swearing they com- 
mitted highway robbery on him, when he himself was 
actually t£B robber, at whom the vilest spirits in the in- 
fernal regions would blush, and confess their craft in 
danger from one of the human race. At Brunswick he 
^gan his crank stories ; here he had no portmanteau, 
no valice, no pistols — ^but amused the landlord with his 
shad story ; ^^ how he had the spring before made his 
fortune by laying a scow-boat in the stream, and making 
a rail fibncc round her ; the shad would fly into the boat 
as fast as ten men could dress them.^' At Portland, after 
tarrying three or four days, being out of all danger, he 
bought a pair of pistols of Mr. E. Wyer; then went to 
a commission ofBce where he made a large swell, by of- 
fering for sale a large numbe]c of soldiers^ patents, but 
was so imfortunatc as not to have any of them with him. 
It is curious to remark, Major Goodridge pursued his 
journey on the back road towards Boston. Maj. Good- 
ridge says he put up at the widow Walker^s in Alfred ; 
but he forgot as he did in buying the pistols of Mr. Wy- 
er ; he put up at Mr. Roberts^ where he says be saw 
Tubler, with whom he conversed about ship building, 
and said he had sent a large ship up to Boston, bmlt en- 
tirely o(' *i iid jupipev« Uei^ V^ ^\i"w^,^^'\!^Xx\^5S'^«c^ 
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family to be very careful of his pistols, and observed if - 
was very dangerous for a gentleman io his capacity to 
travel without pistols. He teok breakfast at Mrs. Con- 
a^t's ino, still in Alfred ; here he began to express hit 
fear of robbers, but observed he had an excellent pair 
of pistols with him. What should inddce him to make 
sueb remarks, if he did not intend to rob himself^ or per- 
suade others to do it? In Berwick he told Mrs. Frost he 
Imd been in Rangor for ten years past, and had made bis 
fortune, and was going home in style, with between four 
and five thousand dollars ; but said he was very appre- ' 
h«-n«ive of being robbed, and remarked it would take 
four stout men to do it, at he had a good pair of pistols 
with him. Then he proceeded to Dover, where he put 
«p for the night at Capt Riley's ; early the next morn- 
ing he brought his trunk from the bed chamber into the 
room where Capt. Riley was sitting by the fire, opened 
it, took out a very small iron barrel pistol, and presentin^r 
it (o Capt. Riley, said, " Old daddy, are you not afraid of 
this ?" — who, with great presence of mind, although al- 
most overwhelmed with age, answered and said, " Boy* ! 
I nm neither afraid of that pistol nor you ; I have seen 
more gunpowder burnt, while America was fighting for 
her liberty and independence, than you ever saw in all 
your life." Then the Major put the pistol into his trunk 
and soon made tracks ; and continually on his way thro* 
the woods shot off his pistol, perhaps at some wild beast; 
as he never could give any account why he did it to the 
court. However, it is very probable he meant to let 
the wild beasts of the woods know, some terrible man 
was passing by ; and to inform the cottagers what an aw- 
ful battle he was to 1ml engaged in by robbing himself, 
when he arrived in tne neighborhood of his brethren, 
the " force traders." " Ah I (said he to himself) they 
will believe I was rea^y robbed, although 1 shall by thif; Jj 
curious plan of robbing myself, rob them of seventeen'^ 
hundred British shiners, which I took from my dearij 1 
beloved Britons for smuggling. My friends will flock ' 
around me whei^ I feign craziness, lest I should tell some* 
thini!' about their and my smuggling. Ah yes ! they will • 
send a coach to the hridge \e ^oyin^^ tiv^ \% lk«i nicest . 
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fliiinner possible to Newburyport, to tbeir own housei . 
It is no crime to sraugrg^le from smugglers. Poor teiiowsi 
A man that is not a friend to his own country will not be 
very honest with her enemies. Now the plot is laid« I 
will, if I cannot procure the aid' of the powers above, 
stir up all the infernal regions to put this plan into exe- 
cution, and carry it through with resolution and every 
appearance, of truth. I shall employ a legion of sheriffs 
iu bQiialf of the State ; the pay will be sure ; they will 
be true to my cause. Now 1 shall be in a capacity to- 
put down all opposition; not a man will dare say Major 
Elijah Putnam Goodridge robbed him^elf.^' 

The next place we find the Major, is at Esq. Smith^« 
in EY«ter. He calls for a dinner in great haste ; but, as 
it has been proved since, here is the place where he 
prepared lo rob himself, which took four hours time, 
licre ho boug^ht powder, small pistol bullets and a jack- 
knife ; here be loaded his pocket pistol, and left powder 
scattered on the table, and slyly put the pocket pistol in 
his pocket and took lus large brass barrel pistols and ran 
about the house with as much fierceness as if he wa« a- 
bout to fight the w\hole world. The conduct of this ter- 
rible man alarmed the v.hole town At this place he 
leaves his sleigh. Happy for the town he leaves it to 
pursue bis journey to Newburyport, well pfejiared for, 
the bloody conflict. He tarries one hour in Kensington, 
and says ho lost his way^ and came by Salisbury meeting- 
liouse. As it is the Majorca word about '• losing bis way," 
fve can with propriety call it a lie, there being no other 
IV ay to Newburyport. After a fifreat struggle he arrives . 
to iho Kssex bridge, trembling like the staunch murderef 
n.ounting the gallows ; from thence he proceeded to 
"sham hiir' to begin the terrible battle with himself; he 
ali^fhted from his horse, Don Quixote-like, and took the 
field of battle held by fifteen warrior-robbers ! There 
is not a jackass in the New-Knq:land states that could 
bave taken such a beating as he snys he did, and have liv- 
ed through it ; but the Major still lives, and is at this 
▼ery moment safely locked up in Boston jail. He de- 
clares a kuife was broken off in his side, he told Ca^t 
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W. Dodge of Ips\vicb,the robbers laid his head open with 
a cutlass. Next morniDg, Capt. Dodge asked the per- 
uiission of sccinp^ it ; the Major refused ; be wanted i9 
feel ©f the sf.ar — the Major said it was so nicely heat- 
ed VIP it was impossible to see or feel any thing of the 
wound. He likewise declares Mrs. Amelia Jackman'e 
house was. shaken so, the window shutters clatlorcd. 
Still there was no iiccount of this extraordinary uflair 
till within two months past. In the meantime the mail 
stage passed, and immediately after two loaded waggons 
very moderatoly, in the very heat of the battle ; the 
drivel's neither saw nor heard any thing uncommon. The 
pistols must have been loaded with air and discharged at 
tbe four winds. 

The Major's plan is not yet finished, after the preten- 
ded rohbery ; he passed by five or six houses, the people 
all up, lights burning in all tbe houses ; he never even 
called for assistance or made any alarm. See how se- 
cretly he parses along to get on the bridge to throw his 
little pocket pistol into the river ! " Now (says the Ma- 
jor to himself) if this pistol is found, the people will tell 
the truth, by saying I robbed myself. But if they find 
the brass barrel pistol in the road clean and dry^ they 
wilt readily believe the robbers shot through my hand." 
Hcncf the reason why he first went to Mr. PearsoD^s. 
The Major Jarc not go back from the bridge aflet throw- 
ing the pistol into tlie river, lest he should he discover- 
ed* This l« the reason why he did not stop at the first 
bouse he passed on his way to the bridge. The Major 
kepi on his secret retreat till he arrived to Mr. Pearson'i 
house on tbe bridge ; his plan at this moment was not 
yet discovered, but it fully eame to Light at his trial with 
Mr. Pearson. . The little pocket pistol completely im» 
folded the whole mystery. Mr. Pearson, bis family and 
the neigliborsgave him every po6si^de attendance, and., 
immediately called a respectable physician ; little thin^-|^< 
ing (hey were pouring oil and wine into tlie wounds of att^^i 
angel of darkness. Mark the temper and disposition ci'\ 
the man, like tbe tyger intent on his prey : he was de* 
termined !o treat Mr. Pearson with every specicsof cm- • 
eiij, hec8tu»e^ he said ^^ lie did not believe that the Major J 



waui rubbed, but that the Major commiltcd .ail that W7C9 
done in the robbery himself." Now somebody told the 
Major thcit people suspected he himself committed the 
robbery, and somcthiDg* must be done to #lear off that 
impression from the public mind. He first took up au 
itinerant pedlar; he still pressed forward with his base 
marauding band. Me selected sherifls and aitls of hiiT 
own choice, in vice w^ll calculated to answer his intents 
and purposes. The Kennistons were the |pxt victims of 
his rage. He expected an easy conquest, as they were 
weak of undorstandinpf and dull of apprehension. He 
kept up a brisk search at their house and treated the 
prisoners bountifully with rum and brandy to take advan* 
ta;i;c of them in a state of intoxication Here he^ found 
his gold and his fragments by searching the house the se- 
cond time, but he found no gold except where he or his 
associates had been before. The writer verily believes 
if he, his sheriifs and crew had been permitted to have 
searched the celestial regions of immortal bliss, they 
would have found his gold, but he or they would have 
put it there, as at the Kennistons^ house. But still the 
elou^ of darkness hung over him, and the just vengeance 
ttf 0od followed him in all his ways. See the if! success 
which has attended him in all the courts. Was the dis* 
pensationof providence ever more conspicuous in bring- 
incf the deeds of darkness to ligiit, than in Goodridgu^s 
wickedness ? Major Goodridge was so vile as to say he 
suspected his first physician was concerned in the rob- 
bery, with a view to destroy his testimony, but here he 
failed. He still persisted to get warrants against people 
«vho disbelieved his bein;:: rohl>ed, or th(-.«e he thr»nght 
not able to defend themsrlves. As Mr. Jack man went te 
New-York soon after the robb'^ry, he followed him 
there, and procured a couple of ruffians to swear' falsely, 
as has been proved since in court. 

FROM THE BOSTON WEEKLY MESSENGER. 

Extract •/ a Utter from Major Elijah P Goodridge^ dated 

Boston, ApAl 18tA, 1817. 
** My journey to New- York has been very fatiguing, 
which, added to the feeble state of my health, has nearly 
•xhaoited me ; but 1 have been amply compeuflat^d for 



.ji\ lint : -rii) trouble. I was fortunate eiioagrh to catci 
oiif.' of my rob ben (meaning Mr. Jack man) there Hith 
part of my money and iiapen. lie (Mr. Jackman) de- 
tV'iided liim>elf nio«t manfully, and one of the marshak 
<^f 11k; c'liY received a severe wound in arresting^ him. 
lie is now in [irison in the city, where ho must remain 
till loiiiovfd by an application to the Governor of New- 
York by the Supreme Jilxecutive of liii.-* State." 

Judf^e I^itnam presided at Mr. Jackman^e first trial, 
but Jud^c Jackson presided at the second trial and ac- 
quitted Mr. Jackman. 

Now the fact is this, Major Goodridge went to New- 
Vork, took an a.Oicer and arrof^tcd Mr. Jnckman without 
the lea^t resistance, as hua niacc been proved in court, 
and when he searciicd t!:e Iiouse tlic second time, and 
in the very place wh }ve he bad bee it before, he found 
three piece« of paper, which he swore to be wrappers 
on his ffol'l, and Ihu il'j^urys in his own hand writing'. 
Two of the pa;K?r'j were f'>!'Ied to^clher and wrapped 
on a ^uitiea n:j(l tivn tore apart va appeared lo tl»e 
coiirtan-.l j'Ji'v, \\\'.?ii compared to*|fetlior. 

Now the wrilcr will jf'ie a sketch of Mr. Pcarson^s 
action against Major Goo(!ri«!<j^p and stitcthe evidence 
that was introduced lo prove Mr. Pearson'-s character, 
as advised by Chief Ju^-tice Parker; \rho said it was 
proper for Mr. Pearson lo establish iii? ciiaracter. Mr. 
Piearson's character was then supported by some of the 
fir<<t characters in the roniinonwcilth, tiz : William 
Bartlett, Esq. Stephen Howard, NTalhaniel Marsh, and 
Jcsil'.iia Carti^r, all of Newburvporl, the Selectmen 
of Salisbury, Samuel Nye, Es^]. ami Ephraim Morrill, 
Esq. both of i:*alisbury ; ihnaat i^cnllemen are of the 
fir«t respectability. Tboise were but a small part of the 
evidences Mr. Pearson hat^ to support his character ; 
but the jud^e was then satisfied ; ;uid it wan ae^reed to 
by the o[»po.-ile counsel, that Mr. Peai'son's character 
was^ood. The counsel for the Major, 'hen opened to 
CMlablish a robbery, but failed like llie Mojor in every 
point. They made use of lleniamin Spoon'^r's deposi* 
tien, Amelia .Jackman^s dcpo-ition, the '^ Danvers Dr. 
O8good\^^ tefltimony, Johu Vage^Xe^Vvoitvx^ V^\A%.V(^ 



waove of fragments to prove Goodridge did not rob him- 
self.^ [Reader, leave oat the word not and ^ou have i 
the truth.] 

In SaJem, September, 1818, Benjamin Spooner ap- 
peared^ deposed and said, he sold Major Goodridge a pair 
of pistols eight years ago, but couid not tell whether 
the barrels were brass or iron till he saw them ; when 
he saw them, he swore positively they were the very 
pistols he sold Major Goodridge eight years ago, and he 
knew them by the two letters on the guards as the let- 
ters were the two first letters in his name ; he said he 
could not identify any other marks oa the pistols, al- 
though he said he had owned them for five years. 

Cross examination by Esq. Dunlnp of Salem. 

Question. Capt. Spooner, when did you first hear of 
the robbery of Major Goodridge ? 

Anrwer, Never till last spring, 1 8 1 8, in May, I be- 
lieve, being gone to the West ladies before the robbery 
took place. 

Q. Capt. Spooner, have you any more of the same 
kind of pistols on hand ? 

•1. Yes, a large quantity of guns and pistols, and I desd 
laively in the same. 

Q. now long have you lived in Edgeomb ? 

A. Four years and no more. 

Q. Was you ever before acquainted with Major 
Goodridge ? 

Ji, I owned a packet at New-Bedford, and Major 
Goodridge was a passenger with me ; on the passagpe I 
sold him the pistols. 

Q. Capt. Spooner, had you any suspicion of tho pis- 
tols being the same you sold Major Goodridge before 
you saw them ? 

A. I had no suspicion one way or the other. 

Q. Do you know a person by the name of Reuben 
Rich in Edgeomb ? 

A. [With a blush] I know no such man in the town. 

Q. Oapt. Spooner, have you been out to the West 
Indies during the hostilities between the English and 
French ? 

^. Ye5. 1 have ; I have seeiv ^ ^oq^ ^^^ ^^ ^^vs. ^^ 
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ting oat and gr^^B? ^^^ j ^ ^^^^ ^^^° takeaand retakes 
by the French and English. 

Now at Mr. Jackman's first trial, a person was pro- 
duced, as he called his name, Reuben Rich, from Edg;^ 
comb, to swear he sold Goodridge these same pistols. 
About the sitting of the court, this Reuben Rich 
broke open a vessel at Salem and . stole from her ; 
he was apprehended and committed to prison. Major 
Goodridge and one of his select friends bailed him. 
And afterwards the said Rich returned home to Edgcomb. 
In order to keep the affair as secret as possible, the 
Major settled it. Then the same Reuben Rich was 
again brought from Edgcomb as a witness against Mr. 
Jackman, to his second trial at Ipswich, how he sold the 
same pistols to Goodridge ; he then after tarrying only 
one day in town, ran off from his landlord without paying 
his bill. The Major produced, the next September fol- 
lowing, a man from Edgcomb by the name of Benjamin 
Spooner to swear he sold the pistols to him ; and took 
his deposition at Salem in September, 1818, lest he 
should be recognized as the Reuben Rich from Edg^ 
comb. As the Major has never attempted to prove he 
bought any pistols of any other man but Spooner ; we 
must really conclude that Spooner was the very Reuben 
Rich. 

Amelia Jackman deposed and said, that on the night 
of the 19th of December, 1816, she heard the report 
of two pistols, which jarred the house so much as to 
make the window shutter clatter ; heard a person cry- 
ing in distress ; heard the breaking down of fence ; she 
likewise said, in the mean time she awoke her husband, 
who wa? fast a slt»ep. 

John Page testified to the Major's sickness and wounds, 
to the search tit the Kcnnistons' house, to tlie witch- 
hazlc red which, by an old conjuror the Major brought 
from Danvers, was used, by heating it by the fire to 
make it work, to find the gold the Major said to be about 
Mr. Pearson's house, when it was searched. 

The Danvers Dr. OrJgr>od testified to the Moor's sick- 
ness and wounds, although he did not see the Major till 
foQr weeks afttr the robbery. He dtw^d lellin^ Esq. 
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Howard the fact of ^^ the Major^s grinding the pistol 
locks in Dnnvers at ^' Trask^s work shop.'' He applied 
to the Judge to tell what the nurses told him concerning 
the MiQors sickness. The Judge told him it was 
enough for hion to tell what he knew himself and not 
what other people said. 

Potter, a stage-driver, testified to the finding of the 
Major's things where he said he was rohbed. He fur- 
ther said Cloodridge asked him to go alone to find his 
watch and memorandum. He likewise testified, that 
the fence on the robbery ground was a rail fence, but it 
was proved in court to be a board feace. 

The Major's sister testified to the Major's owning a 
pair of pistols oace. 

Cobom, Major's Sheriff, testified to the search at Mr. 
Pearson^s house with the witch-hazle rods, and that 
cverj person belonging to his gang searched himself pre- 
TiooB to their searching Mr. Pearson's honse. 

Two mariners, who liyed ten miles from Capt. B. 
Spooner, deposed and said to support his character, that 
the J knew no particular hurt of Capt. Spooner, only he 
would drink more than was good for his soul or body. 

Leavitt, another of the Major's selected Sheriffs, tes- 
tified to the arrest of the Kennistons, and to the bed- 
room door in their house being fastened, which was 
proved to be a falsehood to the court and jury. 

Dame, of Boston, testified to the cherry story, and to 
the amount. of Goodridge's property. He says it was 
prized to the amount of eleven thousand dollars, and 
wa« sold f«r about three hundred dollars ; and his debts 
amounted to seven thousand dollars. Mr. Dame fur^ 
ther testified that Good ridge purchased, since the trial 
of the Kennestoos, two thousand dollars worth of goods 
of 8 merchant in Boston, the merchant refused to take 
Goodridge's note for the who]e,and he gave his note for 
on» thousand dollars ; he then afterward went to Ban- 
gor and attached all Goodridge's property, and then ad- 
▼anced him one hundred dollars to go to New-York. 
He further testified, Goodiidge owed him and his part- 
ner three thousand hve hundred dollars previoiis to hil 
giving the one thousand doVWs vloVa. 
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Sewell, a near neighbor to Capt. B. Spootief , B.nA this 
•to!y pen»0D tbe Major could procure from all Edgeomb 
to testify Capt. Spoouer bore anj reputation at all, Uts* 
tif)ed he knetv no hurt of Capt Spooner, only he got 
drunk. 

Bradshaw deposed and said, he Baw the marks on the 
ground where Goodridge was dragged into the field. 
about three hours after the robbery, and the ground 
wa8 froze as hard as a flint stone. The writer must re- 
mark, Mr. B. had but one eye and that waft near sighted. 
And, by report siince he deposed, he has been appre- 
hended for robbing the mail at Philadelphia. 

E^q. Mnsely then opened on the second part of the 
plaintiff, that there was no robbery and Goodridge was 
a great impostor ; and that Goodridge had bought the 
pistols in Poflhind of Mr. Wycr; that Goodridge had 
sworn at two or mx)re courts he hevlsr bought any pis* 
toi« in Portland in all his life ; that Goodridge bad 
falsely and wilfully BVfote he had ntr>t ground aay marks 
or name from the pi^tols^ locks or trade any other aK 
terntiou ; and that Goodridge had got the letters " B^S.'* 
put on the guard, in order to deface them, so that Mr. 
Wver should not know them, and had also chan- 
ged the ramrods ; and that he should prove Goodridge 
loaded a small pocket pistol in Exeter; he should also 
prove Goodridge bad said tbe robbers had split open 
the back of his head, to be a falsehpod ; that Goodririge 
had said the robbers tried, while robbing him, to ciif. his 
throat with a sword, but he was so muffed up that ihey 
cijt his chin so at to make a large scar; and that the 
sliOiild prove it to he false and ttrat Goodridge cut his 
chm himself, m Barber LunPs shop lobg after the rob- 
bery, while shaving himself; f>nd that the bed-room 
door was not fastcn»*d, which Lcavitt swore, at the pre- 
vious trials, was fastened when he searched the Ken- 
nistons^ house ; and that Goodridge had been there ill: | 
the bed room time and again ; and that there was na :' 
mention made by Leavitt of the ten dollar bill, he eaid 
he found in the old drawer^ m the bod-room, till thc/- 
arrivedtn Mr. Coffin's in Epping, four miles from tbe 



The evidences w^re then introdnced in behalf of 
Mr. P<;a}-i!r •hi! pl.tiniiff. 

Mr Kleaze • Wyer of Portland, deposed and said. I e 
Bold to Major fioodridgc a pair of brass barrel pistols on 
thr; 15th or IGth of December, 1816, at Portland ; the 
pistols had Kotland and Co. on the plate of the locks, 
one was bell mnz/led, one of the ram rods had a screiv 
worm on one end and a brass head on the oihcr ; and 
the maker^s name on the stocks, and a screw to held 
the: look to the stock ; the word London wa* engfravcd 
oil each of the barrels. There were no letters on the 
guards : these letters, " B. S." have every appearance 
of beings newly engraved and poorly done. 

Messrs. Timothy Fletcher and Charles Farley deposed 
to the same as Mr. Wyerdid. 

J. "Smith, E.'jq. of Exeter, testii^ed, Goodridif e told 
him in Boston aflier the robbery, he bonght his pistols 
in i'ortland as he came up. 

Li Mit. Ebenozcr Pearson, jr. testified that Ketlaud and 
Co. wa» cn^rivod on the plate of the lock of the pist«I 
th'it wa^ found in the road after the robbery, and it wae 
f,Iji:ned by Goodridge as his pistol. 

Mr. Elias Jackman testified to the same facts as Lieut. 
Pearson did, and further said, the fence en the robbery 
ftroiind was a boird fence, not a rail fence ; he lives 
within 60 rods of the field and is the j^createst proprietor 
to it. 

Yl^q, Honnrd nf ?fewburvport, te*lifi«d to the same 
fact concernin;^: the board fence ; nnd said Dr. Osgood 
JoM him Goodri<I'p ^fround his pistol forks in Dan vera. 

Ml. William TsM^iv te8tificd,that Goodridge ground his 
pi tol Iockm r.'y\ £)»;iished them in his workshop in Dan- 

Messrs. L'.)-. * • ? Trv nnd Abbot both testified the 
fempef was Uxk - » i- ;t of llio plates of the locks, vin\ 
iver*"* ground and poli-ihed anew. 

Miss Carol:')'" Kfily testified. Major Goodfidgo cnme 
lo K^n. Smilir.- t r 'in in Ex«il:>»' nu the 19th of Decern- 
b«r, Itf ICs and c ill jJ for a dinner ; aiVer h^ had dinoH.' 
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I had oecanion to go into the room to carrj in the tlishaa. 
I saw GoodriJge putting something into a iiltie pi^^t^jl. 

QuefHon, bj Mr. Webster. Was that pistol you sanr 
Goodridge have at Esq. Smithes the size of this ^ (shott- 
ing Goodridge^s brass barrel pistol.) 

Answer — "No sir, it was not half so long. 

Q. — Miss Kelly, what kind of pistol was it ? , 

A. — A small black coloured pistol about 7 or 8 inches 
long. 

Q. — Was it powder you saw Goodridge put in the 
pistol ? 

jI. — I think it wafi, I found some scattered on the table 
wher^ he was standing when I saw him have the pistol. 

Cross-examination by Mr. Davis, the Solicitor, Good- 
ridge^s counsellor. 

Q. — Have vou ever before bees called upon in Good- 
ridge^s trials ? 

j9^-— Yes sir, at the Kennistons^ trial. Sheriff Cobum 
brought me from Exeter to Mr. TreadwelPs tavern in 
Ipswich. 

Q. — Why was you not examined there ? 

j9.-— I do Bot know, sir ; I tarried at the tavern one 
day and a certain person told me to fellow him, and I 
went down over the stone bridge, and there I tarried at 
a private house two or three days ; I was th^n sent 
back to Exeter. 

Mr. Webster then addressed Mr. Davis, the Solicitor, 
and said, ^^ Are yon now satisfied, brother Davis V^ 

David Kelly deposed and said, Major Goodridge came 
to Esq. Smith's the 19th of December, 1816, about It 
o'clock at noon, and dined. He took me aside and gave 
xne ninepence to go andbuysome very small pistol balls; 
bought the smallest I could then find, about 35 to the lb. 
Goodridge said they were much too large, asked m« 
to get some still smaller ; I procured some very small 
onos for him of Mr. Bean. Goodridge left Exeter about •. 
four o'oloi>k in the afternoon. 

Moses Davis o£ Edgcomb, in the county of Linco1ii| 
deposed and said — I have been a resident in Ed^ccoinm 
phout 48 yeai^^ and have been sm ^s*^«^c>x vlv^i^^aX \wrtL v 
Mrtfr^ears, and hei<l a eommiMvou %ft Vv»\AK.«i- ^l ^^ifc 
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peace tince Ib'e year of 1776. I have been acquahite^ 
with Capt. i^eiqtfnin Spooner about thirty years, aod 
ho hn»^ rc3i(]?d in Edg^omb about uiue years, siuce 
the Ia9t time of his removing there ; that his general 
liharacteVfis Ihat of a light worthless person, to whose 
word very little credit is attached ; that 1 do not recol- 
lects ver seeing his name on our assessors' list even for 
a poll tnX) for he was so little thought of, he never was 
taxed. 

Q. — What is Capt. Spooners general character bv 
truth and veracity T 

.^.—Rather light. 

Q. — Do you know how long since he the last tlcfie 
went to the West Indies ? 

J, — About 6 or 7 years. 

Q. — Did you ever know him to have anyjguns or pift- 
lols in his possession T 

A — I never knew him to be the owner of a gun or 
pistol. 

(j.**-How far do you live from Capt. Spooner ? 

Ji, — About one mile. 

Seth Tinkham, Esq. of WiAcasset deposed and said-— on 
the 10th day of November, 1818, 1 saw Capt. Benjamin 
Spooner in Uie street and afked him what he knew con- 
eeming Goodrtdgo^s pistols ; Capt. Spooner told me he 
bad told all he knew about them when he was examined 
a year since at Salem ; he told roe he had sold Good- 
vidge a pair of pistols about ten years ago this fall, 

Q,. — Do you know how long it is since Capt. Spoooer 
and family came to live in Edgcomb the last time ? 

^9. — I believe it is about nine years or a little more. 

Q. — Do you know how long it is since Capt Spooner 
was in the West Indies ? 

j9. — I do not know of his being there this seven years ; 
b«;t in conversation with him last evening, and on mj 
informing him that the depositions were to be taken this 
tiay at 10 o'clock, A. M. which I bad previously notified 
bim of, that he might attend if he thought ppoper,M I iO'^ 
formed him at the time it concerned him as to his char- 
acter. * 1 then asked Capt, %Spooiier v(Vift.Tv v>i^» >^e^%. X^'tN. 
tfme ho woj ip (h^ West l^dml W^ «xiVfv^x^^'^^'^ 
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^houj^hl it was al^ont three months befori Vhe (kddration 
•f war between the Uoited States and^England : (being 
more than seven year?.) * 

Q. — Do you know of Capt. Spooner^s being in Salem^ 
and when f ' 

A. — All I know about it is that, a few days eincc, I was 
in conapany w4th Spooner and Mr. Jackman ; when Mr. 
Jackmau asked hina, if he ever was in Salem ? he an* 
swered he was there last fall, just before new year ; he 
knew it to be so as he got home new yearns day. 

Q. — Did yon ever hear Spooner say who paid him his 
Ipes when he gave his deposition respectiog the pistols ? 

Jl. — I heard Mr /ackman wsk Capt. Spooner who paid 
him, whether Dr. Osgood or Page ? he answered, he 
oould not tell which, that they wore both together and 
took him to the Coffee house and paid him the sum of six 
doliars for passage money and other expenses. 

Capt. George Bayley of Wiscasset, deposed to the 
same facts as Esq. Tinkhara did, as he was in company 
with the Esquire. 

O. — Did Toa on the 12th of Noyember, 1818, accom- 
pr.ny Mr. Joseph J'»ckman to Capt. Spooner's house, and 
w'lat then took place ? 

^. — I did ; and we made enquiry for Capt. Spoonei^ 
an'1 was told by his wife, that he was not at home. Hr. 
Jackrnan then aisked Mrs. Spooner how long she had 
lived there ? she answered, uino years last January. 
Mr. Jackman then a^ked her how long it was since 
Capt. Spooner had been to the West Indies ? she an- 
swered, six or seven years. Mr. Jackman then asked 
her if she knew of Capt. Spooner''8 selling Major &ood- 
ririci^e a pair of {ustols ? she answered, she did know of 
C«?pt. Spooner^s selling Goodridge a pair of small bran 

?istok, eleven year* ago or more, at Bangor. Vr. 
ackn^an asked her if Capt. Spooner had any more of 
the same kind of pistols on hand? she answered 00^ 
hud one old iron pistol which she shewed ns, which was 
the size of a common horse pistol. Mr. Jackman thn 
•^ked her if the pistols her husband sold Major Goodi- 
rjclge were sa large as the one %\ie shewed ns ? ske Hl^ 
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iweted DO, tbat thej were not near so lar|^i bat the^ 
were a pair of small brass pistole. 

Capt. Richard Sntton of Portland, deposed and said i 
I was master of the schooner Jones £ddj of Portsmouth, 
New-Hampshire, owned bj Mr. Lang^lej Boardman and 
Mr. Joseph Ela, on a royage from Portsmouth aforesaid 
to the West Indies, 1809. I had a green hand on board 
named Elijah P. Goodridge, who was recommended to 
nic by said Joseph Ela. The said Goodridge went with 
lu'j to the West Indies, viz. Neyis, thence to St. Kitts, 
nnd thence to St. Croix, and at St. Croix he deserted 
from tlio vessel ; during his continuance 9n board bis 
conduct was very bad, being continually disobedient to 
orders, and striving to excite my crew to mutiny. I 
never hin\ a man under my care, who gave me so much 
trouble ns he did, and I have been a ship master about 
twelve years. Affer said Goodridge de.serted, I made 
no search. afler him, but considered myself fortunate in 
getting rid of him. I could have no sort of confidence 
in him. I considered him not to be a man of truth. 
His conduct, iiu!ceJ, in every respect, was bad while on 
board of my vessol. Ths general character of said 
Goodridge, among the \?hole crew, was notoriously bad, 
in respect to Iruth and veracity ; further than this, f 
know no'.hinn; of his general character as to truth. 
Wiien said GoodrMgc came to me to ship, he said h^ hadL 
been a .school-master in some cou.ntry town. 

Capt. William Dod^e, of Ipsiyich, testified and said^^ 
Goodridge told him the robbers split open the back or 
his head with a sword or cutla«s ; he then asked his per- 
miision to feel of the sc:ir,a:)d made a motion to put up 
his hand, but Goodridge puNcd down his hat and said 
th?re was nothing to be seen or felt of the scar; it was 
60 completely healed up. 

Dr. Israel Balch, of Salisbury, deposed and said, 
that about eight o'^clock of the morning of the 
20th of December, A. D. 1816, I was called by a 
messenger to Mr. E. PoarsonV tavern, at the Essex Mer* 
rimack bridge, to visit Maj. Elijah P. Goodridge. Wiien 
I eDiered the chamber, on my rig^ht KAAdli(0b.^>S«k&^A^ 
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jpr \ymfi; on hifl buck in bed.* nnd tnlkinj^^ nppnrcnlljr to 
himself about '' robbers,*" of boing^ '* robbed*' and being 
** among thicyei." 1 requested Dr. Carter to gi? e a 
history of the Mnjors case. JJr. Cnrter informed us he 
had bled, and drcii}<cd a g^m-^bot wound in the pn!m of 
the Minor's left hand, and on bis arm tlierc wns (bo 
scratch of a pin or the point of a penknife. !fo ob^nr- 
ed the Major complained of bcinpf I>mi5iril on II50 ri^rbl 
side, near the pap, on the riphi F>hon)dcr, ou llic )){ick 
•f the neck and on the bead. Dr. Spaff^rd snid be •beuld 
like to draw more bb^od, ap the pulse wns full. We con- 
tented. However, J.)r. Carter remarked, ibe Major 
drank considerable bmndy in Ibo r.if^bf, while be was 
dressing bis b;md, and prr*'iimcd Ihat waj^ the cause of 
the fulness of the Major'n pnl^e, after being bled the 
precedinp^ nip^ht. Ju?t before blood was drawn, ! obf» er- 
red the pupils of tjo 3Iajor"3 cyra to be a littln dilated, 
but on moving back the window sliultc:? ro &"; to niimit 
the light fully, the pupilti contracted to n r.air.ral size, 
which demonfllratcd tc» my satisfaction ibr^ brain Iiad re- 
ceived DO injury. I noticed very scon afl-^r coming into 
the chamber tbo BInjor appeared to talk more i;»coher- 
ent when our ntti?ntioD was turned to him, nrd less so 
while we were speaking* am onrr ourf civ ;$.•. Very :^m'k 
aAcr Dr. Carter began to relate the bisfrvry of bis case, 
I noticed the Major \\s.k uncommoDlj still and silent, so 
much so that I turncnl roimd rxd cau^bt him with bis 
head partly turued on the pillow towards us and bad ev- 
ery appearance of paying strict attention to oTjr conver- 
sation ; but the moment he saw me fully looking Lim in 
the face, he turned his bead from me and appeared con- 
fused. This conduct of Major Ooodridge induced me to 
watch him very strictly every favorable opportunity and 
to nuf pect the reality of his bci?g robbed : as I was satis- 
Aed he was not wounded or injured as lie mnde preten- 
tions. Again I caught the Major as before looking to- 

* The head of tbif bed in which the Major lay wut near tlie 
rigktticfa of the fire pince. V', B. tocik a teat on the right. Dr. ?• 
hi the centre* and IJr. C. <» the left hj;nd. The M jor's bid vat 

about two feot dittunt from mi riaht and his face obli^^uiitj is 
trofrft 
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wardf US) and he appeared vcrj much confused and f am* 
ad awaj his face when he perceived me looking at hirf>> 
As the Major uas obliquely before me, I was determined 
to watch hiro a little more circumspectly. I sat partir«^ 
ly looking towards ihe fire, but in such n manner as to be 
able to observe him and his motions, if he should turr.' 
his head to watch our conversation as before. I observ- 
ed him gently l\irQ his head and pay every attention poi* 
sible, without being directly detected, to our conversa- 
tion for a few minutes; nnd then, when I was fully sati^- 
lied of his lislcninp; to our conversation with a snne mind, 
I turned my eye to look him in the face, he cried out, 
•' thieves and robbers!*' After Dr. Carter bad finished 
fiis remarivs on the Major^s case, Drs. Carter and Spaf* 
ford proceeded to examine the Major^s body in bed, in 
req^ard \o the wounds which he pretended to have re-" 
reived from the robber^. In the mean tiroc, I was en- 
2^agcd by the fireside in returning some things to my 
pochels, wliich I hadjnst taken out. And by the lime 
ihey had flnislicd their examination of the Major's body, 
I commenced mine. 1 thoroughly esamined his sides 
hut the right one the most strict, his shoulder, neck and 
hend, and ('incovercd no bruises, no cuts or stab?, no 
swelling, and in fine no di*5cc!ored spots on any of the a- 
bove mentioned parts ; in fact, there was none. DrSi 
Carter and Spafibrd each said they could not sec any, 
and there was not the least sig^ of any injury whatever. 
Dr. Spaflford ordered, rather prematurely, an emetic to 
be given, a blister to be applied to the back of the neck, 
and a mustard poultice (o the soles of the feet. I asked 
the Dr. upon what principle he wouhl recommend these 
remedies, as there was no evidence of disease but the 
Major's word. I plainly told the Dr. the stimulating ef* 
feet of the blister and mustard poultice was diametrical* 
ly opposite te tke bleeding, which he had proposed and 
nsed. And as it respected the emetic, nothing could be 
worse, if the ribs were broken aid splintered opposite 
to the lungs ; their splinters in the act of puking would 
inevitably, i£ turned inward, and they must be if any way, 
pierce and mortally injure the^ungs. Dr. Spafford an« 
•wered mj objection by sayiuf^^ «ia%\MA m%\% x^^^^aiw- 
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mciiflor] iQ spitting of blood from the lungd. However, 
I recommended some phasic, which was assented lo. 
The bleeding and physic were advised in eonsequence of 
'AC wound in the band. Dr. Carter and I did not think 
the Major a fit subject by any means for any more inter- 
nal or extemni medicines The IVTajor expressed a de- 
sire to be turned over on his right side. Dr. Carter took 
hold of his logs, Dr. Spafford of his hips, and I of his 
heud; the moment we began to move him he was so 
very stiff, and screamed of such agonizing pain, that we 
were obliged to desist and left him still l^ing on his back. 
Drs. Carter and Spafford wished me to tarry in the cham- 
ber with the Major, while they went below. I tarried. 
In the mean xime the Zilajor began to utter very incoher- 
ent ideas; and at I:i:t called out for "Jerre Balcli." I 
steppcti \\\t id thcj bed side aad told him " I vva^ Balch.'' 
He looked up and told me with a smile, ^^ jou are not 
Jcrre Balch.'* I bid him to have patience while I went 
below ; I walked rather heavily down the stair case and 
wenb into the bar-room, tool; off my shoos, went softly 
np the stair case and stood by the door case, till I should 
hear if the Major moved ; presently the Major moved 
in bed, raised up his head, looked about the room, v*'ith 
5: is ric:ht hand turned down the bed cluthes, raised him- 
self up in the bed, with his right hand robbed his face, 
lixed his ear-locks and elevated his fore-lock, coughed, 
raided, put his right hand on the side of the bedstead and 
turned partly round and spit in the fire, then lay down 
and replaced the bodolothes. Again the Major raised 
himselt up in the bed and acted as before While he 
was sitting up in the bed, a person was heard walking 
very quick through the long entry below, which had the 
sound of coming up stain ; at that very moment, the Ma- 
jor lay down into the bed as quick almost as a well per- 
BOD, drew up the bed clothes in haste, and beg^n to speak 
of thieves and robbers. I saw this conduct of the Ma- 
jor ihrough the space between the door and ceiling, that 
is, by that side of the door which it hinged to the ceiling. 
I then went into the chamber. Drs. Carter and Spaf* 
ford returned. Dr. Carter and I returned home, ami 
/ei? ibe Major nttbt CAre tf Br. S^nff^td. TUe reeseH 
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r^iduol teti Dr. Spaffonl of the Major's Tiftposirfon, ^f' 
what I dwcof ered, was owiDg to the altercation which 
took place at the consultation, as 1 believed Dr. S. was 
imposed on by the Major or had some other motive in 
view. 

Drs. Carter and Spaflford deposed to about the same 
facts in general ;is Dr. Batch. 

Zachariah Davison, of Ncwburvport, deposed and 
.«aitl, that early the next fnorning after the robbery, he 
rode lip to the ground where Goodridgfe said he was 
robbed, and went into the field and found a screw which 
fitted the Major's pistol that was found in the road ; a 
screw was lacking in the piito), and he put it in^nd it fit- 
te-i loosely, and he left it in the pistol. He further said^ 
there \tds a drop of blood on the head of the serew, and 
a part of the same blood on the pistol stock, ^thidi eom- 
parttd together when the screw was in its place. He 
iurther said, for six or eight rods in the tie Id there waft 
blood sprinkled around^ as if a man had shaken it oiT bis 
hand on purpos?.. lie further said, on the ground where 
Goodridge said he was knocked off his horse in the road, 
there was the stalling of a horse in the middle of the 
road, as though a horse had stood there 15 or 20 minutes 
without any interruption. 

Q. Did you sec the valicc straps ? and how were they 
cat? 

A, They were apparently cut by a man sitting on his 
horse, in the shape of a T. 

Q. How did you think the blood came by the side of 
the fence ? 

•4. I thought at that timo, and I think so still, that Good- 
ridge shook it off his hand on purpose. 

Samuel Varnum, of Newbury, deposed and said, he 
was the second man Mr. E. Pearson culled after Good- 
ridge came to his house ; then Mr. Pearson told him to 
%vti the horse am' chaise to call Dr. Carter. He said 
Goodridge a!^kcd him to go and fird his watch a m1 mom- 
nninduni. Capt. .T. Jacknian, James Pike and William 
Potter, and one or tw« more, went to the place with lan- 
terns whore Goodridge directed Iherix and found bin 
■.Wj/p and pistol in tV.t? Tf^VlA^ a?v'\ ^Tvts^\A\\\s'3j'^>st^^^ 
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l^Qnd his pocket book, the ralice, portmanteau, papers^ , 
eiothiugand moaev. theothej walked a little further and 
%siw the seal cf his watch laid up in the grass, and the 
wulch lying carefuDy under the edge of a board close ta 
a post — iiice upwards and goin^. 

. Q. What induced yo\k to look under the fence for the 
n-aich ? 

A. The seal was red and I saw it glisten by the light 
of the lantern and goinff to it 1 found the watch. 

Q. When you carried the things you found to the 
bridge, did GoodriJge own them ? « 

A, Yes, he did. 

Q. Mr. Vamum, who did you think put that watch 
under the fence when you found it ? 

A. I thought it was Goodridge then and still think so. 

Capt. John Jackinan and Mr. James Pike both depo- 
sed to the same facts as Mr. Vamum did. 

Mr. William Kenni^ton of New-Market, deposed and 
said, his father^s house was searched by Samuel Leavitt, 
Sherifi^ John Page, John Pike and Major Collin aud 
^laoy others. They searched about two hours, and 
then declared they had made a thorough search and 
could find nothing, and were going ofi^ but Goodridge 
said the house should be searched again, and said if they 
would search the panfaloous they would find some of 
his money there ; then he pointed to the pantaloons. 
Mr. Leavilt declined searching any more, but Goodridge 
iiui^tcd, and caid the house and cellar should be searciied 
a.irain. They then searched the pantaloons and found 
a piece of gold and found two piecesinore of gold in the 
c^Mlar under the pork barrel. 

Q. Was the bed room door ftistenod ht the search ? 

A, No, nor no other inner door in the house. 

Q. What did Upton say to you when he found the 
gold under the pork^ barrel ? 

A, He ^aid he ^.vould blow my brains out if I did not 
fell him where the money was, and shook a pistol to my 
breast. 

Q. How ranch rum did they bring to your fatherV 
house at the search 3 
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A. A large jug of rum, and then sent off afler a gxtlliin 
of hnindy. 

(V- ^Vas there more than one candle at a time in the 
0(':!ar when it was searched ? 

A, No, there was but one candle at a time. 

Q. Did you hear of a ten dollar bill being found in the 
search ? 

A. No, I nerer heard of any bill b?ing found itt the 
search, till the next day, when my father came home 
from Newbury port. 

Q. Did you hold the candle for Upton to search undet 
the pork barrel the first time the eeilar was searched ? 

A, Yes, 1 did ; he looked under the pork barrel and 
scraped out the sand with a piece of earthen ware, and 
said there was no money there. 

Mr. Levi Kenniston, Mr. Lalmn Tvenniston, Mr. 'Zeb- 
nlon Kenni<ton and Mi-u. Susauitnli Keuntston, ail of 
New-Market, deposed to the same facts as Mr. V/. Kca- 
ni^t^n did. 

Major GooJridgc maliciously arrested Mr. Ebonizzcr 
PeaiSf)ni, — I sav maliciously, because ho had not the 
least shadow of cause, — searched his house, and foimd 
nothing. Mr. Pearson was discharged without a trial. 
The feelings of Mr. Pearson were wounded to the quick ; 
he fi^lt the injury lo his innocent heart, by the malicious 
arrest of Major Goodridge. It is enough to melt the 
flinty heart — after having been so humane and fatherly ' 
— after having opened an Abrahum^s . bosom to him, 
when he appeared in distress from an inhuman robbcrj-, 
an.! almost dead from mortal wounds. Major Goodridge 
sent word to Mr. Pearson and infcTrmed himjie wt\8 per- 
fectiy willing, from his heart, to publickly make him any 
satisfaction he should ask, for arresting, and even sus- 
pecting a man of his higli standing in society, wit Loot 
c:iu.<e, of so enormous a crime as rolsbery. Maiop 
Pearson and E. Morrill, Esq. called on Major Goodrii^ge, 
who told them, he felt under the greatest cbligati'.'n to 
make Mr. Pearson, for his bumavity to him, periVct and 
honorable satisfaction, for the abuive he had oCtct^d ^\5eql. 
lo a few **'Ay after, ?da\or Ooo'^rW^^. C'SiV'xe.Xa '^^.t ^ ^ •^'>'^- 
IM'« iieose and offercii husL YkU Xiw^ v^\V^ ^^^^ 
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appearance of sincere friendsbip. But mark tVic vile 
dispo:^itiori of the Abandoned man. Major Gcoi\r'nige 
toiU Mr. Foai'8on, he was now come to give him evcrj 
satisfaction possible. Let us uot triumpb over the mis- 
erics of man, but sbcd a tender tear of compassion over 
the unfortmrate children tf men. See how melancholy 
the scene is chan<2:ed ! The Major comes with one of 
liis .Sheriffs. " The tender mercies of the wicked a^ 
cri'elty." This officer arrests Mr. Pearson and his 
innocent family. Now Pandora's box is opened ; tbe 
serpent is let loose on the world ; his bite is death ; '^hc 
v/oiild desolate a nation at a blast*' ; but the right- 
eous shall prosper as a green bay tree, and Judas Isca- 
riot shall ^o to his own place. 

Mr. Prarson'.s house is searched, from the garret to 
the cellar. The clothing* of the dear partner of his 
life is unfolded and ransacked, by unhallowed hnDde-— 
the very fiends of hell ! What must have been the 
ieoMw^ of Mr. Pearson at this moment ? when the 
wearing epparel of his dearly beloved wife, who was 
scarcely cold in the silent grave, was disturbed by tlie 
rancor of malice and inhuman man, from the place 
where they had been carefully folded, but a. few days 
before the death cf the owner. Is there not some hid- 
den thunder in the heavens, red with uncommon wratfa^ 
ready to blast the man who would be guilty of such t 
deed ! ! 

Major Thomas Pearson of Salisbury, testified and said: 
I was at tko la«t search at Mr. Pearson's house ; and Mr. 
Pearson told me to watch Goodridge very narrowly, be* 
ctiuse be wjis more likely to drop money than lo f.v^d 
money. Sheriff Cobuni and Goodridge's gang wei^ a 
long tim-:; on tJie search and I supposed the search ":» 
finished, when they w«nl into the house to warm tK"<x>- 
selves. I was called, in the mean time, to take care oft ' 
traveller's horse : as 1 was walking at the back of tha" ■ 
house towards the stable, I saw Goo«lridge nm into the 
necessary, and 1 watched him when he came out, he ■ 
Cff/ne round \y the back cf thu house and went into Ihe : 
front door. '] \u^ nv?cc <^a .'v wvi* \\\ VYv^i ^c<m\. oC l\\e honsii^* ' 
^kiiqaely: I followed him mlo ftio Wx Y^^m. Ql^a4» 
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widgt thea imnediatelj made a motion to starch the 
necessary vault. Some gentlemen present told hhn it 
was unnecessary as there had been a thorough search, 
and thought it was n« place to find money or papers ; 
Goodridge pressed it. Coburn, the Sheriff, immedi- 
ately went and ripped up the floor of the necessaty, and 
saw a number of papers lyipf in the vault ; and Good- 
ridge said a part of them were his papers. 

Q. Did Cobom and Swinington hold their witch haz^ 
el rod and goo^e quill filled with quick silver over the ne- 
ccssary vault, prnting them into the b^les in the seat ? 

A. Yes, they did, and Swinington 6,?id there was 
soraetbing there, certainly. 

Q. Did Goodridge say those papers were l^w before 
they were taken out of the vault 7 

A, Yes, he did, while Coburn was standing about Of 
to his middle m the vault. 

Q. How maay papers were found in the necessary 
vault, and was there any frost or filth on them T 

J. There was no frost en them, but a little filth was . 
on One or two of them, which I presume Coburn gfot on 
by poking them about in the vault. 

Q. W hat did Coburn say to Mr. Pearson, when he 
asked his permission to have some supper before he 
went to Newburyport ? 

A. Coburn said he would be damned if he shoul d, an4 
if any one interrupted he would blow his brains out, and 
shook a pistol at Mr. Collins, for saying Mr. Pearson 
was a fool for not getting his supper before he went to 
Newburyport, as it was just night. 

Q. Was the afternoon, when Mr. Pearson^s house 
was searched, stormy ? 

A, It snowed more. or l^ss through the afteroooiii 
and the snow fell about three or four inches* 

J)fnJ9rNati>aniel Fifield and. Adjutant Joseph I7ye, of 
Salisbury, both testified to the same facts as Major Pear- 
son did. 

Edward Dorr. E'lq. of Salisbury, testified to the situ« 
•lion in whicS i^ pH*ces of gold, one of them bein^ 
HrrappcKl up in a piece of paper, ^ete ^\)>\\A ^\.>^x<^ \k>-^^ 
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)»i(1e of Mr, Pearson^s Uouse, tied up in the smnc piece 
of haadkerchief, which Goodridge said liis paper ipon* 
ey wna in the night he was robbed. 

Mrs. Meriam Smith of Salisbury, deposed and said, 
lihc found six pieces of gold tied up in a piece of hand- 
kerchief; and one of the pieces was covered with a 
piece of paper with figures on it. 

Major Goodridge swore to five wrappers more 
which were found in the necessary vault, and 
further said the five 'wrappers belonged to the saipe 
gold which Mrs. Smith found at the bridge. The wri- 
ter verily believed it about the only truth he has told in 
all of the trials. Goodridge has said to a number of 
people in Dan vers, he knew what the six pieces of gold 
were tied up in^ before they were found at the bridge. 
Bid not Goodridge, at the last search of Mr. Pearson^i 
house, go into the necessary with a view of taking off the 
Ifive wrappers from the five pieces of gold to throw 
them into the vault ; and then when he went round the 
back side of the house, slily to drop the handkerchief 
containing the five naked pieces of gold, and the one 
with a wrapper on it, so as to be able to own and not lose 
it when found? As he thought there would be no difficulty 
in finding it, although it snowed, with the powerful witch 
kazel rod and quick silver goose quill ; but the magic 
rods and wands, with all the great art of his experien" 
eed conjuror, failed him. The handkerchief containing 
the gold sunk down in the light snow, and was found 
by ^Lns. Smith, not by the conjuror, on the solid ice, 
when the snow was melted away by the warm raioi 
which fell afterwards in great abundance. 

Mr. Elias Jacknan called again by Mr. Webster. 

Q Mr. Jackman, did you have any conversation with 
Mr. David Jackman and his wife, Amelia Jackman, con- 
cerning the robbery ? 

A. A few days after the robbery, I conversed witk 
both of them. They told me they heard no noisesi 
faw no lights in the nighty anl were very much surpris* 
ed ; that they knew nor heard nothing of the people 
ia passing by their kovse in the night, till the aext 
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Mr. Benjamin Lunt of Ne^vlmryport, dejMsed an4 

ftaid. (ioodridgc cnnie to his sLop and asked for a razor 

to shave himseJf, and said the barbers did not undcrstaml 

shav-ing, but that he coald shave himself b«tter than any 

bari)er in town and with greater vpced. 

Q. How long wasGoodridge iu shaving himself? 

A, About half an hour. 

Q. Was there any scar around his chin or on bis face 
Icfore he shaved himself? 

ji. No. 

Q. Did Goodridge cut himself very bad on his chin 
while shaving himself ib your shop ? 

A, Yes, he did, and bled very bad so that he covered 
two or three cloths with his blood, and afterwards he 
covered the wound with a Urge piece of court plaster. 

Mn Pearson had awarded him two thousand dollar? 
for the damage Major Goodridge had done him by a ma- 
licious piosecution. And the Court ordered the Sherifii 
immediately to confine Major Goodridge iu Boston jail 
liU further orders. 

Mr. Davis, the Solicitor, Goodridge's counsellor, as- 
ked one of the Jurymen, a few days after the trial, how 
long it took them, after taking into consideration the 
€vidences, to decide Goodridge^s case ? The Juryman 
answered, not Jive minutes ! Mr. Davis then replied^ 
I thought it would not have taken you longer. 



Trial of Levi and Lahan Kenniston for the robbery ^* 

Elijah Putnam Goodridge, 

INDICTMENT. 
Commonwealth of Massaehwetts, — Essex, ss. 
At the Judicial Court of the Commonwealth of M«sv 
aaehusctts, begun and holden at Ipswich, within and for 
laid county of Essex, on the fourth Tuesday of April in 
the year of cur Lord one U\o\\%;itvA ^\^\. VsvwAx^^vjoil 
wvtwtecn — The Jurors for Ibe feWu^CoTlVKvQiw?^^'^^^^«\f: 
0m their oath, present — thai \^eV\ Vv^uvvaXswi 'wA^J^*•^ 
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Kenniston, both now resident in Ipswich'in the saici cobil^ 
*ty of E^scx, laborers, and Reuben Tabor, lately resident 
in Boston, in the countj of Suffolk, laborer, on the nine- 
teenth day of December now lost past, at Newbury, 
in the said county of Essex, with force and arms, and by 
ibrce and violence, in and upon one Elijah Putnam 
Goodridge, in the peace of the said Common- 
wealth, then and there beings, feloniously did make an 
assault, and him the said Elijah Putnam Goodridge in bod- 
ily fear and danger of his life then and there feloniouslj 
did put ; and sundry bank bills to the amount of one thou- 
sand and eighly-six dollars, and sundry pieces of gold 
eoins called doubloons, of the value of four hundred and 
Hffy Hollars, and certain other pieces of gold coin called 
guineas, of the value of one hundred dollars, of the 
goods and chattels of him the said Elijah Putnam Goodt 
ridge, by force and violence then and there feloiiiously 
did steal, rob, take and carry away, against the peace of 
said Commonwealth, and contrary to the form of the 
statute in such case made and provided. ' 

A true bill, WILLIAM REED, Foreman. 

Djiniel Davis, Solicitor General. 

On Wednesday Morning, April. 23, the two Kennistonp 
were brought into court, arraigned, and pleaded sot g^l- 
ty. Tabor was not at this time arraigned ; and Mr. 
Knapp, his counsel, suggested that it was Tabor's wiA 
to be tried severally. The next mornings was assigned 
^ot. ihe trial of the prisoners. 

Thursdtaj T^*"'* ^ ,^„^ v vivok me jury wai hm 

pannelleJ for kial. 

Jurori — 
Olive*:- EmerAOB, of Methucn, Foreman ;* 
James Ayer, of Haverhill ; 
George Bridges, of Marblehead^ 
Uichard Chub, of Rowley ; 
William Carr, of Newbury ; 
James Dennisson, of Gloucester i 
Jonathan Dodge, of Beverly ; 
Ernest A. Ervin, of Salem •, 
Feter French, of Andover •, 
Damiel Friend, of KlaacYm^XeT V 
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- Samuel Oiddings, of Ipswich ; and 
Charles Greenleaf, of Newbur3rport. 

Jwlge — Hon. Samuel Putnam. 

Cotmsel for the Commonwealth^ Hod. Daniel Dayif 
Solicitor General. 

CouMclfor the Priiotiera — Hon. Daniel Webster, and 
Samael L. Knapp, Esq. of Boston, and Stephen W, 
Marston, Esq. of Newbury port. 

The Solicitor General, in opening the cause on the 
part of the government, explained to the jury the laws 
of the Commonwealth against robbery, the nature of its 
iimcliorntion from the severity of the law formerly exist* 
ing* agciinst this crime, when it was punished with death ; 
but whether the community were injured or benefited 
by the change, it was not proper for him to discuss, nor 
the jury to consider. 

He then pointed out to them what he thought their 
duty in trials of this nature and importance to society, 
and proceeded to state the particular facts he e«pected 
to prove in this case : An abstract of which is — 

That Msijor Elijah Putnam Goodridge, of Bnngor, in 
the District of Maine, was, on the evening of the nine- 
teenth of December last, travelling in Newbury, near 
Essex Merrimack Bridge, and pursuing his journey at an 
easy late, was assaulted and wounded, and robbed of 
large sums of money ns had been named in the indict- 
ment ju^t read to them. 

He cx))ected to be able to prove, he said, beyond a 
reasonable doubt, that the prisoners were eng^iged io 
this act of outrage and violence on- the |>erson and prop* 
erty of Major Goodridge — for the prisoners were on the 
afternoon previous to the robbery at Newbury port, 
withm a short distance of the place where it was per- 
petrated ; and were seen the same evening under very 
suspicious circumstances : and he should further prove 
that, since that time, on a thorough search in the dwel-> 
ling-house of the Kennistons, that there had been found 
papers and bills, and gold coin, which Goodridge could 
identify, and had identified to be his, and which ha4 
been taken from him at the time of iVw^ t^Vi\M.rj . 
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Other strong and corroborative circumstances — kucb 
as their agitation and partial confessions, when charf^d 
with the crime, he should comment on after the. 
jury had heard the evidence he should produce. He 
did not think it necessary to proceed further in the 
opening, but would now call his witnesses. 

The witnesses on the part of the Commonwealtb 
were now called and sworn. 

Major Goodridgt eocamitud. 

Mr. Davis — When did the robbery take place? 

•^. — On the nineteenth of December last. - 

/).— What property was you robbed oft 

A. — 1086 dollars in bills, and 669 dollars in gold, my 
own property — ^oubloons, Louis d^ors, guineas and a 
piece of gold, bearing an emblem of the French Repub- 
lic. 

D, — AVas this your own ? 

A. — Yes. I had money to pass oyer belonging t« 
tthert, from" 3 to 506 dollars, but do .not |cnow exactly. 

D. — ^Where was it to be paid T 

A. — I paid over 120 dollars at Freeport ; some was to 
be paid at Newburyport, and thirty dollars were left 
in a letter at the post-office in Dover, directed to Ro- 
ehester. 

D, — Now slate the particulars of your journey, rob* 
bery, &c. 

A, — I set out from Bangor in a single sleigh, and en 
the first part of my journey saw nothing to interrupt me. 
I travelled with no one, and saw no suspicious persons, 
till I arrived at Alfred. I stopped there because I did 
not like to travel aAer dark. I met with a man, whoa 
I now believe to bt Reuben Tabor, but am not absolote- 
ly certain, who had an opportunity to see my baggage. 
Next day I left Alfred and met with nothing naterial 
till I reached Exeter. 

The sleighing being bad,] concluded to learve ny sleigk 

4here, and pursue my journey on horseback. With ttet 

view, I stopped at Smithes tavern in Exeter, put «p mj 

horse and left my portmanteau, valise and trtmk witB 

ibe ^ar-keeper. I then applied to ILv. Odlin with wliott 

/ wsu seme acquaintei fei % eecoiAYAndA^i»AiS^ftxW|p 
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iDf I shouM "be gfone four weeks. lie said he had none 
on hftnd, but went out and obtained one for me. As it 
needed some little repairs, I was detained about two 
hours. After taking dinner, I requested t!ie young man. 
who kept the bar, to shew me into a room, saying 
1 wished to shift my clothes. 

He carried me into the dining* room. My real object 
was to put my pistol in order. I had just drawn the old 
charge, and recharged with powder, and was scraping 
a ball which happened to be aiittle too large, when the 
young man interrupted me. I then thought there 
would be no further use in concealment, and told him I 
kad money. He told me he had balls that would suit 
my pistol ; he went out, and returned immediately with 
a parcel of balls in his hand ; he was followed by 
several strangers, and some in the entry were looking at 
me. 1 finished charging my pistol, and went out inte 
the bar-room for my portmanteau, leaving the pistol on 
the table charged. I was detained somo time in set- 
tling my bill, and was then called back to p<iy for the 
balls,thc youns^ man saying he had not been paid for them, 
and was agam detained in making change. My horse 
was soon after ready and brought to the door. Wbeli 
1 mounted him the people were laughing — I suspected 
nothing. 

1 found my pistol placed with the muzzle toward my 
log I — shifted it and proceeded on my journey. 1 reach- 
ed Kensington soon afler dark. I thmight f missed my 
way, and called at a house to enquire, and staid fiAecn 
minutes. I missed my way again, going through Salis- 
bury. I paid my toll and crossed the bridge a little be- 
fore nioe in the evening. I was rising the hill, about a 
quarter of a mile from the bridge, when the attack was 
nade. A person jumped from the side of the road— ^ 
the horse sprung, and nearly threw me off. The per- 
•Mi came on the left, caught the horse by the bridle, pre- 
sented a pistol, and in a loud and harsh voice demanded 
my neoey. I asked him to wait till I could get it from my 
portmanteau ; I theiif4]nder pretence of getting my mon- 
ey, seised my pistol, cocked it and viilh mn U.^VAi9^4. 
iiiti io kaock tway hk. \ ¥i«im^^^V£iX>^ ^ Vra)«^ 
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when he fired ; nt the same time I saw tvro other per- 
sons approaching. Whether I tired my pistol, 1 cannot 
tell ; 1 lost ail recollection, till I found some persons 
dragrging me into the lield. I cried for help ; they tried 
to choke me — I tried to bite, but finally ceased to resist. 
They tumped on me, stripped roe, turned me, and left 
me. I cried for help ; they returned. I rushed on 
them, seized one, and in the struggle they got me down 
and left me senseless. 

I have no recollection of what took place after, till 1 
found mj'sclf at the bridge, badly wounded on my side, 
great pain in my head from blows, my left bip sprained, 
a shot through my Icfl hand. [Major Goodridge then 
exhibited his hand to the court and jury, and the shot 
wound was visible. There was no other apparent inju- 
ry to the ItiHid.] I had a glove on. [The glove was 
shown to the court and jury, and the palm was burnt 
with powder.] The first man 1 recognized at Mr. 
Pearson^s at the bridge, was Mr. Potter, with some of 
my thmgs. He had found my pocket hook and port- 
manteau and many of my things. He asked me if they 
were mine ; I told him they were mine, and requested 
him to keep them for me. A person who was a J^tran- 
ger to me, said it >vas necessary that my hand should be 
dressed. I consented and it was accordingly dressed. 
At this time I saw a Mr. Wav, who offered to assist 
me. I requested him to go to Danvers, and inform my 
friends Page and Fowler, of my situation. The 
next day I saw Mr. John Pearson, who bronght 
with him Dr. Spai!brd. I was removed the same 
day to his house in Newbury port. I was attended 
by Dr. Spafibrd three or four weeks, when the Doctor 
and my friends thought it expedient, I went toDanvers; 
I was on the alert, and beard of Reuben Tabor, fint 
from Page^ who referred me te a Mr. M'Kenniston for a 
particular deseription of him. He told me of Tabor'k 
haunts, and thought something might be got out of bins. 
I went aAcrwards to Boston and having remained 
there three or four days, beg^n to look aAer Tabor, and 
wet him west of the market, i^eav BowdenV tavem, 
'filing cookhB, I knev bimby t\ie d«^I:V^^i<Q^\l!t\d«^. 
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j^g u 8cnr ncnr hk cje. I asked hlni if hl§ namo wnn 
Tabor? he said jea. I requested him to step into the 
house to converse with me, but he declined, sayins^ he' 
iTould go into the back yard with m<^. We went there 
k)arether. I asked him if he knew the people who lived 
east and west of the Newbury bridge ? he said he did. 
I then told him he might possibly point out the rob- 
he.n. He said it was true he had formed an opinion, 
I then pressed him to disclose. He said it would be 
Biere than his life was worth, hut ii I would give him 
three hundred doUars, he would tell me all he knew ; 
not, however, acknowledging he knew any thing. I 
th^Q made an appointment to meet ihe next Mopday ; 
which, however, he did not keep, but avoided me. j 
consulted with my friends, Mr. Jones and Mr. French. 
Mr. Jonea was to furnish money and authorized me to 
make any offers. They advised me to di^uise mj'self 
and get near Tabor in that way. 1 did, and sought hin^ 
in that place where I expected to find him, accompa- 
■icd by Mr. Jones and Capt. Silsbee. I met Tabor near 
Ann street. He then agreed to give ' the names of 
those concerned for four hundred dollars, and trust tf 
my honor for the payment in case the iDformation pro-* 
Ted correct. He told me the prisoners were two of 
those concerned, and the place of thoir residence, an4 
•bserved they had some of the money if they had not 
spent it. 

• taeu wont to Dangers and communicated these 
particulars to Mr. Page ; and he consented to assist in 
the search and apprehension of them. I went to 
Hampton with Mr. French and stopped at Langmnid's. 
We concealed ourselves from all bat the tavern-keeper. 
We sent for Mr. Pike and sent him to New-Market to 
see if the Kennistons v/ere at home. Mr. Langmai^ 
went to enga-j^*; Major Lerjivitt as vigilant officer. We 
went next morningr, and with the oficers, Major CodiQ 
and Mr.Towle,ontered the hoii-»e and irrestcd the prison- 
ers for robbery. Mr,Uptpn,poioting nt*Laban,the young- 
•St, said," ho in rhe guilty me, kec\) your eye otilii'Kv." 

WbanlsAxf them I wa^ c«[\v\^e^i vVv \\fs^^xNSi\. ^^ 
fCi-iOBs whe mad« the atlack •, \ v*^ ^via.v^^^N^^'^^^ 
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j^em — they %vere small We proceeiled to search, and 
fouad part of my money. We heard Leavitt say he had 
found some count&rA^it mon( y. I did not see the money 
and replied, it was not mine if it was counterfeit Af- 
terward*^, at Major Coflin's house, 4 or 5 miles distant, 
tthcu the ^.earch was over, Major Leavitt took out of 
his pocket a ten dollar lull, ^\bich I knew, by the name 
written on the back in my own hand writing, to be mine : 
the name was James Poor, and it appeared to be partly 
erased. 

Major Leavitt received a paper from the hand of the 
Justices sealed and containing a bill. 'Major Leavitt 
swore t% the paper, and Goodridge to e bill.] This 
bill I brought from Bangor, and never s. it afterwards 
till I saw it in Major Leavitt^s hands, at Major Coffin% 
and was robbed of that with other bill8. [Major Good- 
ridge then resumed his relation of the search.] While at 
Kenniston^s we searched the house thoroughly and 
found nothing but small par«tel8 of silver. Leavitt went 
below to search the cellar. Mr. Upton was in the 
chamber. I looked into the bed room, and saw a little 
boy and girl, who appeared to be alarmed ; a pair of 
pantaloons was hanging at the head of the bed. J cried 
to Mr. Upton to come down and told him what I had 
Been. He came, and went to the pantaloons, took out a 
small pocket book, opened it and fouad one dollar, and 
fcO»e ftilTer s*!'.? e doMhloon. 

We afterwards made search in every part of 
the cellar, dug it where the soil was loose, and removed 
stones in the wall. Upton called suddenly, I have found 
the hoard ! Leavitt and other persons then came down» 
and Leavitt picked up an./thnr doubloon ; one of them 
was covered and had m> mirks. However, previous 
to our finding this money in the cellar, a number of the 
neiochbors had collected. We had searched as critically 
as possible and found nothing material, except in a 
-drawer a tin dish, containing from 20 to 40 dollars. 
The prisoners disavowed it, and it was said a third broth- 
er ^yVc^Jc-i JittJe distance. We went to his house and 
searched it by his own conseivl. W^ Q\i*fit\^^ -^4 
€hoald £ad aoihimg but povcrVy iVver^. 
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Dai'fV Knv« yob ever fouDiI any of the ceyers of 
the gold at any other places ? 

A, Yrs, t»t Pearson's on the island, in the necessary 
▼ault, with my figures iiprn thtMn 

D. At what other places have you discovered yonr 
papers ? 

A. At the city of New-York, in possesion of Joseph 
Jar.kmaii. 1 foun<«I very much torn, some of the covers of 
jfold, and npart of the receipt of Thomas Curtis, wliich 
was with me when 1 was rohbed ; they were scattered 
among ihe rubbish on the floor of the roam where Jack- 
man slept. — When I left Bangor, my papers were made 
up th-U I might effect a seltlcmeot with my creditors. 1 
receive I my information ©f Jackman from Tabor, at Ihe 
same time be gave me information of the Kennistons^ 
and in CAnseqnence of this I went and arrested him. 

Cross-examinatio n . 

Mr. Knapp. At what time was you at Alfr'^d ? 

A. 1 do not recollect, but think it most have been the 
I7th, the night but one before I come to Exeter. 

K, Had you any conversation with the person yo« 
supposed to be Tabor ? 

A, I conversed with him and the landlord some by- 
'ire light. 

K, What time in the evening did you cross the bridge 
at Newbury ? 

A. I presume it was little past eight. 

K Did you see the man rifle the portmanteau ? 

A, No. 

JT. Did Tabor describe the Kennistons accurately ? 

A. He did considerably so ; I had an impressian they 
were larger men. 

jr. When did you leave Bangor ? 

A. About 10, 11, It o'clock on Wednesday, I think. 

K, Did you meet any thing to alarm you till yo« 
iDBaohed Alfred f 

A. No, nor then. 

Mr. Webster. Did not you load and unload your pistols 
•very day on your journey ? 

jf. TM) i unloailed them every -day aD4 recharged. 
n6iDi 
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JV. In whaf placG« ? 

.<?. I stojiped every day in tho woods to do it. 

}V. How came you to do this ? 

A. To have them in good order. 

tV, In what place? and in what cases ? 

j3. In pai^shig through the woods. 

W, On what occasion have you carried pistols before ? 

Ji. When 1 have heen travelling with money. 

W, How have you generally travelled hitherto with 
noney T 

A, Sometimes in the stage. 

W. How came you to arm yourself in this manner? 
Did yo« ever liear of any robberies in the district .of 
Maine ? 

A Yes, I heard just before I came away, of a man's 
shooting a robber in the woods, in Augusta, which pro- 
ved to be bis landlord ; and afterwards being conscience- 
struck, went into court and told the affair, and the court 
dismissed him, approving his conduct. 

[V, Was this, then, Major, your motive for arming 
yourself? tell the jury. Major. 

A, It was one motive* 

W, Did you ever hear of any more robberies in the 
District of Maine ? 

A, Yes, one of a Mr. Cutts, in Saco woods. 

W, These then, Major, were your reasons. 

A, Yes. 

W, What conversation with the suspicious person at 
Alfred ? 

A, I'he landlord's son and myself were talking about 
lumber and sliip-building. This person was by, ani 
appeared acquainted witli the subject. 

W, Did you say any thing about your property f 

A, No. 

W. Did you ever tell them there to be careful of your 
portmanteau ? 

A. Yes ; I told the young man, as he was putting k 
into the sleigh, to be careful of it ? 

W How came you to do so then, as you were depari- 

•^. / WB» afraid that the pialoU «^%\k\.%^ ^V». 
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W. Did jou cvei^oad yeur pjstoh in the prosei&ce of 
any one, till yon reached Exeter ? 

.4. No. 

W. Did you ride any part of your journey in the 
night. 

j3. I did not. 

W. How happened you then to ride on the night of 
the 19th ? 

A Because I considered myself out of danger. 

TV, What did you do to find your money ? 

A. I have stated already, 

W. Did yon never apply to conjurors, magicians, ne- 
cromancers, witciies, witch-hoz^l and metallic rods ? 

Jl, 1 did apply 

IV. Speak, Jmyor — tell the jury. ^ 

A. I did apply to a Mr. Swiningtoo of Danvers, and 
we searched the island with rnctaUic rods. 

W. Did you really believe, Mnjor, that these things 
would enable you to find your money ? 

Jl. 1 did if properly prepared. 

IV. Were there any visible marks of violence iipo» 
your person ? 

j9. There were upon my hand, |fde, &c some one 
jumped upon me. 

W. Do you feel any bruises now? 

.^. I do not. •* 

W, How long before you were recruited ? 

A. About si!C weeks. 

IV. Was yon i)resenfe when the covers of the goW 
were found at Pearson's ? 

A. I was. 

W. Was any person present when your papers were 
found m Ja<:iniMt'/3 room at New-York ? 

A. Yes — i' ^ I'.'. lire officers. 

fV. Whor.'^ wcr . they found t 

A. On the floor of the room where Jackman slept, 
loose, with other rubbish. ' 

fV. When w.i? ' e search made t 

jL On the 12/1 1 uc 13th of this month. 

W. Why was ii not done befot<&^ 

4 
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*i. Beeause it was n6t donvenienl. 

W, Have you returned to Baagor since this affaif f 

^. No — I have remained ahout here. 

W, Why have you let Jackman rest so long ? 

•4 J&y friends engaged to write to New-Tork abeut 
him. 

W, When did you first see the ten dollar bill^ 
found in the drawer of the Kenni'stons ? 

j9. I did not see it till I reached Major Coffia^s house. 

JV. Of whom did yeu receive the gold ? 

Ji, It had been laying by for about a year. 

W, How long had you been collecting the bills ? 

A* A short/ time. 

W, Of whom did you receive this paper money ! 

^. I'had received three hundred and seventy dollars, - 
>y a draft on a Mr. Goddhue. 

W. What became of the proceeds of this draft ? 

*A. I paid some debts in Balngor. 

W, Then this couid not have been a part of the mon* 
fey you took away, could it^ Major ? 

The answer was confused. 

W. I ask you again, of whom you received this gold f 

A. Last summer I received a hundred dollar bill^ 
which proved to be bad ; I returned it to the man of 
whom I took it, and hegaV^ irte gbld. 

W, How did your carry your money ? 

A. I carried the bills^ all except about one huadred 
dollars, in a cambric handkerchief, attached to my body ■ 
under my inner waistcoat, next to my skin, and the gold 
I carried in a shot bag in my portmanteau. 

W, Was the whole taken from you at the first attack t 

A, I presume on the first attack ; they searched mf 
pockets, and took my pocket book, but I am not certain 
who! her it was the first or second time. 

fV, Did you ever examino your coat t >.^ 

A. No. "jj 

W, What was the first thing you recollected after the^i*- 
fir.? 

.^. 1 have stated that, the first thing I recollected^^; 
t^ y nere drag^inft me oveTtii%feTi!Cre)%\.tY^^vc^me iiil^ 
«e £eld aai choking me. .^^ 

* r. 
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W. As Dear as you can recollect, when did you come 
to possession of your senses ? « 

A, The first of my perfect recollection was, when I 
was with Patter. 

W, Did you recognize Tahor, when you saw him at 
Boston, to be the same man you saw at Alfred ? 

A. I do not know positively. 

W. What method did you first take to find Tabor ? 

A. I enquired at taverns, cellars, &c. 

W. Did you never hear that Tabor was in jail ? 

**2. 1 never did^ 

IV, Did any one point him out to you ? 

A. I knew him by the description I had of him. 

W. What did Tabor tell you ? 

A, At first he appeared alarmed, but said, for 3Q0 

dollars, he would tell me all he knew, and appointed a 

meeting, but failed in his engagement. I entered into a 

positire engagement not to trouble Tabor, who, how^ 

' ever, never acknowledged any concern in the affair. 

W, Have you suspected any other persons ? 

A. Yes, Mr. Pearson, by information received from* 
Tabor. 

W. Did Tabor say he knew the Kemiistons, and bad 
•een them frequently ? 

A. Yes, he had seen them frequently. 

Mr. WUliam Potter examined, 

Mr, Davis. Staie what you know. 

P. I drove the stage that night. After I arrived in 
Newburyport, 1 heard of the robbery and went to the 
island — saw Major Goodridge there. He opened his 
eyes, reached out his hand, and said ho was among rob- 
bers. I told him he was in a good place. He asked 
me if I had my carriage there ? He requested me to 
go and search for some of his things. 1 went with Mr. 
Jackman and a Mr. Bradsbaw. In the road we picked 
up his whip, and two rod» further, one of his pistols ; 
then we fonad his portmanteau, valise, money, papers 
and bills, to amount of 36 dollars, and a bunch of bills 
with a bandage : we carried them back to VViw^ V^xa.^. 
He asked for his memorandum^ lo aee n^WW^ V-aLWsRN. \ 
ibere everjr tbiog wai minuted, Dt, C%x\ftX ^Safis^^^"^^ 
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havo hi'' hand drewod and sent after a watcher. The 
thuisp^ vvere tied np and given to Mr. PearscD. I found 
things helon^ring lo Qoodridge on the right hand as yon 
go Irom the briilgo. 

Cross-examinaiitm. 

Mr, Knapp. Were the straps of the portmanteau 
eiit ? 

F. No — they were loose, I think, and the hills, gold 
covers and builets,on the other side of the hollow around 
the valise. The hat was heat in, and some blood upon 
it.' -w 

K, How did Major Goodridge appear? 

F, Distracted — said he was among robbers ; hut at . 
length consented to have his hand dre3sed. 

K, Could pcrf^oas be seen from the road where tkt 
principal things were fonnd ? 

r, I think they might. 

K, Did you see any thing of the horse ? 

r. No. 

K What was the state of his mind ? 

P. He appearc<) out of his mind, lying tjx the floor'; 
attompted to rise up, but could not. 

K, What did he say the second time ? 

P. He wanted I should go up alone. 

K, Did he mention his gold watch f 

P. He did. 

Mw Webster. What time did you cross the bridge T 

P. About nine oVIock. 

W^ Did you know that the alarm had been givcD? 

P. No, I had heard nothing of it then. 1 passed a 
nvaggon near the place of robbery, just before I 
rencJied hig^h street. Z saw three men going by the 
fence, on Iho road from Newburjport. 

Major Samuel F. Leavitt examined, 

I saw Major Goodridge, for the first time, the 4th of^ 
l.ast February. Mr. Lang-naid inlorrr^ed me there were' 
sogno persons at bis house who wished to see me ; I went • 
to hi bcu«e and was introduced, i was prtisuntcd with 
a wan ant, and went with Mr. PiJ'C 'jinji Iho rc«t to 
CofUn'ii invert ii\ Nc^^x.. V-j\\ *' «m lo Mr. Toivk-s ia 
(he town of L<?e. Aiicr c^sic^wVijiiavv^^ V^uvjX vV^ Yjs^ositar 
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tons were at home, todk with us Hr. Towle, entered 
their house, arrested Leyi and enquired for Zehulon. 
Levi then said, '* What have you arrested me for ?" I 
told him ; he then said, ^^ You f^annot want him, fot he 
was in Vermont at the time of the rohbery ; it was La- 
ban who was with me that nighf We struck out the 
other name and put in Laban's. 

We sent for Zebulon, who was in Lee. He came 
and said we might search his bouse if we wished ; we 
should find notbing but poverty there. We proceeded 
to search the house in the room where the prisoners 
then were ; nothing was found but some small pieces of 
mone^' — nothing that Major Goodridge owned. 

We then proceeded for the bed-room ; the door wa^ 
fastened ; I sent a girl round to open it. Immediately,, 
on opeainfif ^he room, I searched a chest of drawers ; in 
n second drniver I found a ten dollar bank bill, rolled up 
as carefully as if it was to be put into a ladies^ thimble. 
I opeaed it, believed it to be counterfeit and threw it 
back again. 1 think it was a Boston baok. Then I 
went down into the cellar, with one of the family to 
hold the candle ; I do not know whom, bat think it was 
Zebulon : I searched all over with great care and found 
nothing. When I came to the next barrel, set upon 
bricks, 1 put my hand under and found an old piece of 
an earthen platter. I was then called iip. hearing that 
those above had found the doubloftn in the father's pock- 
et hook. When I got up, it was in Major Coffin's hands. 
' It was told to Levi and Laban ; they said they did 
not know of their father's having any gold. I request- 
ed the search might be continued. Cioodridge ar.d 
Upton then went into* the cellar to search, before mcj 
and soon after I heard a cry, -^ Secure the prisonen, we 
have found more money." I then went down and saw 
Goodridge holding the candle over the place, and Upton 
hold up a doubloon to view. I felt under and found one 
pif ce more. The pi^ce 1 found was covered, and had 
Major Goo<fridge'fl ms^rk^ upon it. [The gold was then 
rri'ducetl to the ccirt, and Majrr Les»vitt swore to its 

being the sam* ** We set out iM>on after for Ha^or 

4» • • 
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6ofl[ia-8, aDd there w« found the prisoners* father. We 
bad sent out in pursuit of him some time before. 

Davis* Did you take the bill from the drawer? 

L. Yes, I did ; after the fold was found, I went int» 
the bed-room and opened the drawer. Upton then took 
the bill and said, '^here's a bill ;^' I said I had seen it an 
hour before and it was counterfeit. He said wc had 
better take it along with us, if it was counterfeit^ for 
Ihey had no right to have counterfeit money. 

1). Had any other persons been in the bed-room be- 
fore you ? 

L, Ther« bad not, before I saw the bill the first time. 

Judge Putnam. Had Goodridge been in before you ? 

L, He had not. 

Davis. Who took up the piece of gold in the cellar^ 
that was in a wrapper ? 

L. I did. 

D. What was the soil under the barrel ? 

L. White, coarse sand and dry. 

D. When you first went into the cellar, who was with 
you? 

L. One of the Kennistons' family : I do not know 
which. 

D. Was there any conversation between you and the 
prisoners, after the money was found ? 

L. There was, they were pressed hard to confess^ 
but said they knew nothing about it. 

D. Did they appear agitated ? 

L. Yes, they did ; Levi sweat, although it was eold^ 
smd Laban looked guilty, for bis countenaiskce f^ll. 

Cross-examined. 

WebstBT. Did they look very difierently thea frem 
what they do now ? * 

L. They have altered a little in complexion. 

W. Were the rooms where the. pocket book and bil^ 
were found, connected ? 

L. They were. 

John Upton^ jr. examined, 

I was called upon by Mr. Page, one evening, \o aasist 

in the search and apprehension of the robbers, and wa« 

ihtrod^ced io Major QoodiidsQi^ It wm the iGnt tiio^ 
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I had §eea him for elercn years. I went to the Ken n id* 
f^ns' house as an assistant. We searched the wc^^torQ, 
eastern aiid back part of the house, and hed-room. 
Laban, looking into the bed*room,nppeared much agita- 
ted — gave his head a cant to the girl, as though be 
feared we shonld find something. I then went into 
the chamber and was searching a chest, when I heard 
Goodridge cry from below, that there was a little boy 
and girl about the bed, at the head of which was hang- 
ing an old pair of yantaloons. 

I came down, went to the pantaloons, took out the 
pocket book, opened it and found a donbloon there. I 
then went into the cellar and found a hoe and fire-slice, 
searched all about upon my knees, end. struck out from 
under the meat barrel with a stick, a piece of platter, 
and a piece of gold naked ; I cried out, ^^ I have fpund 
the hoard— secure the prisoners.^' Leavitt was then 
Galled down, and took up the other piece of gold that 
was covered. 

I then proposed searching the bed-room again. I 
found the bill in the drawer, thought it counterfeit and 
showed it to Goodridge. Major Leavitt said he had 
seen it and thought it countefeit; I said we had better 
keep it, as they had no right to have counterfeit money, 

Cross'txamined. 

Webster. Who was dpwa the cellar with you ^hen 
the money was found ? 

U. I think Major Leavitt and Goodridge^ 

Davis. What was the size of the cellar ? 

U. Twenty feet by ten — about that. 

D. Did Goodridge go near the meat barrel when the 
money was found ? . 

U. I did not see him, he was searching the other side* 

Judgs PiUnctm. Had Goodridge been ia the cellar be- 
fore ? 

U. Not to my knowledge. 

W. How long was you in the cellar f 

U. Perhaps ao hour. 

fV. What time did you go to the house as aear as y&tk 
can remember ? 

U* The son wai twe boors biglh 
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Major LeavUt called tigain. 

Judtrt Putnam, Who first vredt to, the house ? 

JR. I weQt first. 

W, Did you see the dollars, and how many were 
there ? 

L. 1 should state ten or twelye, perhaps more or less. 

W. Where was Major Goodridge, in the cellar, 
when you were C9lled to take up the money ? 

L. He was standing by, holding the candle. 

Upton called again. 

Webster. How many of the dollars were there ? 

U. About the same number that Major Leavitt stated. 

Daniel Ooffin examined. 

I went to the house of the prisoners, with the 
party by whom Levi and Laban were arrested. Half 
an hour after, I went to arrest Zebulon, with the Got- 
ernor^s advertisement, and brought him to the old man^i 
house. When I returned, they were searching the 
west room. 

Leavitt called again. 

Judge Putnam. Who first went into the bed room, 
where the bill was found ? 

L. I was the first ; I ordered the door opened, w«at . 
in and found the bill. 

Davis. When you first found the bill, could Major 
Goodridge have been there ? 

L. He could not; it was impossible. 

Webster. Did Major Goodridge see the bill at Kennis* 
ton's house. ^ 

L. I thiuk not ; I am not certain. 

W. After you fouud it the first time, did yon roll St 
up in the same form ^gain ? 

L. I did in a similar form. 

Daniel Coffin called a%ain. 

When the pocket book, with a lioubloon, was found, 
it was shown to (he prisoners, ivho were asked whose 
it was ? They snid, their fathor^s. 

Question by Webster. Was there any door fastened 
in thp K*»nni»ton honpe a^ninst vou ? 

A. No ^ there is no fasten to one of the inner doon. 
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W. Did you hear any thin^ of the ten dollar bill 
being found. at the house of the Kennistons ? 

A, No ; saw nor heard of none till that evening 
at my house in Stratham. 

W, Hid long: were you at the house of the Kennis^ 
Idu^j, in the search f 

A, About two hours. ' 

Gmrdn€r 7W/c examined. 

Davis, Did you assist in the discovery of the money^ 

T. I did not assist in the search. 

D. Had yon any conversation with the prisoners ? 

T. I asked Levi why he sweat so mnch ? He said it 
started him to see so many people there. 

John Piht exatnined. 

I went to tKingmaid^s at the request of Mr. Uptoit. 
Goodrid^e requested roe to go and see if the KeDm»- ^ 
tons were at home. I went and found they were. 

We went and arrested them as has been stated. I had 
the custody of the prisoners. I heard Upton cryout,"se*. 
cure the prisoners — we have found the hoard.'^ I theft 
•aid to the prisoners, ^^ You had better not stand out, for, 
bow could this money be here.^' Levi said^father is a cun- 
Binor nian,perhap« he put it there; & Laban said,he mar< 
ried a rich wife^aiid perhaps she brought it. At^erwurds, 
at JVewburrport^Levi said,'''doyou talk with Tabor; for 
if ho will tell what he knoivs 1 shall be clear.^' 

leui Tuttle examined, 

I was passing the house while thoy were searching it, 
I lo;d Levi i^ he would confess 

Jfu.ige Putnam You must not tell what Levi said in 
sncfi circumstances. 

Samuel R. Cal /ii'e// examined. 

Duvis, Did you see th^* prisoners before the robbery ? 

C. 1 saw the Kennistons the day of the robbery. Le- 
vi culled at my father's house, (the Dexter house,) with 
a horse which was put .up. lie went away, and the 
prii^oners returned about dark, ami enquired of me what 
time we shut up, saying, they were going to take a 
crijix<», and should wnnt lodg-ing. They observed, they 
»hc>j;d ho !.;i.,k I>efi»r*^ \iiv\ o'clock. I saw them about 
BCveao'cioQk'di the gale^ U\Wu\g \n vVV ^ Nii\\i\ ^^^tvs^^ 



46 

Next morning I flaw them in the stable, conyerfling to* 
gjBther. I went into another part, and saw then 
through a hole, go out together dewn under the stable. 
Aboat half an hour after, Levi came into the house and 
sat down. We were conversing about the robbery. 
Levi said, ^^ well I am glad I was not thepe/' and one 
drop of sweat started from titider his eye. I asked 
him where he stayed last night ; he said at Mr. Tit- 
comb's cellar. 

Xnapp. How is the basement of ihe stable ? 

C. There is a common vault. 

K. Did your father report his suspicions of the 
Keanistons that day ? 

C. Yes, and one of them came io him about it. 
Ephraim Titcwnb examined, 

I know the prisoners and saw them the day of th« 
robbery. 

Davis. Do you know wjiether Laban Kenniston had 
any money ? 

T. I know he had not. He put up at my cellar, bar- 
ing just been discharged from jail. 

D Do you know whether he left any money after 
the robbery ? 

T. Levi had : about seven o'clock they both went 
out of my house with one Mr. Kenniston, and were gone 
till after ten o'clock in the evening. They then return* 
ed and staid all night. Kext morning they staid some- 
time, and I was unwilling to let Laban go till my bill was 
paid. Levi said I might take the turkey which he 
brought with him the day before, and produced a two 
dollar bill and settled with me. 

Knapp, Did you tell Caldwell at what time the Ken- 
nistons returned to your housp ? 

T. Yes ; 1 told him at ten, or past that time ; and 
from all the circumstances, we made up our minds that 
they must have been accessary to the robbery. 

Webster, Did you tell anyone of your suspicion ? ^ 

T. I did tell Mr. Pearson with whom Major Good- 
rid e^o boarddd, my own and Caldwell's suspicion of tiif ^ 
KeanistoDS, i- 
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Major Goodridge called. 

fVehgier, Dojyou believe Tabor to be the man tvh^ 
took your horse by the hridle. 

G. Yes, 1 do. His shape and air induce me to think 
sou 

Here the Solicitor-General rested the cause, until the 
ilefence should be opened, at two oVlock, P. M. The 
Court adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. At the open- 
ing of the court in the after noon, Mr. Knapp eommen* 
ced the defence. 
May it please the Courts 

Gentiemeji of the Jury^ ^ 

The long, minute, and various evidence produced oil 
this trial, on the side ef government, n),iist have been a 
great tax on your patience. It mu«t be still further 
taxed in your attention to the defence of the prisoners 
at the bar ; for this defence, with the greatest attention 
to hrevity, must, necessarily, be somewhat long. While 
human nature is constithted as it is, and our civil institu- 
tions continue, the enlightened among our fellow citizens' 
must, at times, be called to pass between the Common* 
wealth and those unfortunate persons who may be accu- 
sed of crimes. This is sometimes a painful prerogative. 
and a laborious iaod irksome duty, from which the timid 
shrink, and which feeble minds feap to discharge. But 
a fall and faithful performance of this duty, gentlemen, 
only requires the exercise of those virtues so necessary 
in the common affairs of life, — firmness^ independence 
of mind, patience in research^ and candor in judgment. 
Firmness is reqnired as an every d-iy virtue to support 
with eqnauimitv the vicissitudes of life, but its sturdiest 
efforts are all wanted when we are called to act and de- 
cide, when action and decision ^iil essentially affeal th6 
interests, characters, or liberties of others. This iiioH 
Bes8 of mind you thi^ day need. Your station this day 
requires a spirit of independence ; hot that independence 
nhich springs from harshness and insensibility, but that 
which is formed ef the blended excellencies of enlight- 
ened mercy and intrepid justice, which always exhibit! 
a respectful fearlessness of \\\o^^ c\o^v^^ ^^ %s5^^y 
Hff^adt^ diMte$%sA of the Crowiisi otm^^ ^1 »sK«a.^ 
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•r friPB<ls. This independence your countrr and the 
pn out r^ expect from you,g^nllem'=*?t, i:t 'lie ^liM.liarg^e of 
^our duty on this trial. If yoa look t-ntireij- lo the law- 
oAicer, and the court, you hk'.como mere creatures of 
the g'overnment, and ivohetide the unfortuoatc prisoners 
at the har ; and if you catch your inspiration nvid maice 
up your detern>inhtion!t frora the evei changeful di^posi- 
tioa*: of the puMic, the Iciws may sometimes he tram- 
pled upon with impunity, and somf'tiiucs executed Mith 
a t*!:nd fury, from an inordinate nhhcrrccce of wicked* 
ne«i^, and in the extravairant d»^riro to do good. (Jn.txt^ 
ne»'S precedes just opinion<s ; anci modenjlion is alna^'S 
mixed with satisfactory dccisioi..- You will find a u^reat 
share of patieiiC'- necessary tr ij)Vj stis^ate so perpiexhig 
a mass of tei<titnony as has been, ard ^i:ili he offered 
yeu on this trial ; li«iit on tJiis patience the prir-oners cui 
fafely presume — and they have no douLt that eyerj 
iircumstance which h.nsa bearln*^ o\i the case will be 
properly exammed by you. To fkis patience, gentie* 
men, we trust you will add c^^mJor, to meet thb serioos 
questioQ with a purity and elevution above the mists of 
pr<^judice, and the influence of narrow and partial 
views. At the firt^t recital of a tale of robbery like 
this, every one feel^ horror and detestation at such an 
atrocious deed, and vents a burst of indignation at the 
perpetrators of it. The mind in such excitement is 
Bd rurally inclined to credulity ; and passion is always 
ha^ty in forming an opinion ; for to the fevered midd 
calmness, doubting and enquiry, seem dullness, if not 
viilany. You havo doriared, gentlemen, and we have 
no reason to doubt your declaration, that you have not 
formed an opinion on the sruiU or innocence of the piis- 
•nera; hut you will, I believe, as honest men, feel it a 
duty to pass a thorough self-ex nmination, to be certain '^ 
that no biases, half formed opinions, wishes, or partial- 
ties, have an influence on your conduct on this trial, b; 
every action in life, ia every hour of his existence. » 
sifcnt and constant prayer ascends to heaven from the 
heart of the good man, th:it he may tbink rightly and 
Met nelL The Solicitor-C>i\^r«LV Vvia said his was it 
peiii/of tnak in this pro^^ecxxUeor-AW ^^\«i^v W ^ 
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iprMonen have «|iiite as painful a clutj to perform; but 
one from which they will oot shrink. 

Leyi and Laban Keoniston, prisoners at the bar, are 
iDdicted for robbing Elijah Putnam Goodridge, on the 
night of the nineteenth of December last^ in Newbii- 
rj, near E?8ex Merrimack brivlge To this indictment 
they* have pleaded not guilty, and put themselves on 
4heir country for trial ; which country you are. It is 
incumbent on the government to shbw you, gentlemen, 
bey end a reasonable doubt, that the prisoners perpetra- 
ted the crime of which they arc charged. If the tes- 
timony on the part of the government is confused, con- 
tradictory, and unsatisfactory^ varying in the particular ^ 
circum'ttances which are adduced to show the guilt of 
the Kennistons, then you will be directed by the court 
to say that they are not guilty ; for every contradiction 
or uncertainty must weigh in their favor. We sliall 
DOW, at the threshold, open to ypH the nature and extent 
of our defence ; if it appears strange and cruel to yon 
in the commencement, do not be startled, for it is 
Lrought forward in the sincere conviction that it is our 
duty so to do. It shall be pursued with candour and 
fairness, but at the same time will certainly be insisted 
upon with tenacity aad confidence. The first point tbea 
in our defence is — iha$ the robbery is fictitious ; — couq* 
terleited for reasons and motives, which can only bf^ 
eonjeotur^d by us : for we can only conjecture the mo* 
tivei of the cheat, the incendiary, the gambler, and 
tho suicide. The motives of wicked men dwell in the 
impost reces«e8 of their hearts, and can only be fully 
known by an avowal ; and then not always comprehend- 
ed by the honest and elevated. The circ^imstancee 
which we shall show to prove the correctness of this 

Jiosition^ the counterfeit rohbery^ are the following — That 
lajor Gooih*i.l«"c passed Essex Merriaiack , bridge 
about fifteen <:r t venty minutes before nine oVIock on 
, the evening of iho iDthof December last past, on 
honebock, and in about three quarters of an hour re* 
Ib.'/ittd on foot lo Mr. Pt^arsuii's hou»e at the bridge, 
imthfiit a hat, vroui^ded in tU<i Vi\v\vt\^ ^^^^t^^^ S»- '^ 

4'- 
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wild and distracted state of mind, raviDg agamst robberii 
charging every one he ■ saw with having robbed hiai. 
After the good people of the neighborhood wete col* 
lected bj the huroanitj of Pearson, Goodridge insisted 
OB going to the spot where he said the robbery had ta- 
ken place ; but just as he reached the ^^ bloodj arena,'' 
the Major^s sensibility was so exquisite that he snnlt 
senseless, and was brought back by three of the witness 
ses whom we shall produce ; they placed him on the 
floor with a pillow under his head, and the bye standers 
exclaimed that he was dead. At this time Doctor Car- 
ter, who had been sent for by Mr. Pearson, examined the 
JMajor^s pulse and found them strong and regular, and 
assured the people collected that he was not dead nor 
dying, for his pulse were as good as theirs. This seem- 
ing darangement continued, and he repeatedly refused 
to have his hand dressed, still continuing, by turns, faint 
and senseless, or wild and deliroas, nntil Mr. Potter, 
whom he had previously known, came from Newbnry- 
port to see him, (where Pearson had sent intelligence 
of the event) and with others to assist in detectimr the 
perpetrators of the outrage if they were to be fonnd* 
Goodridge then came to his senses,knew Potter, gave hia 
some account of the robbery, requested him togd to the 
ground on which he slated the affair took place, partic- 
ularly mentioning his valuable watch, pocket-book and 
other things. Potter and others went as directed, and on 
tlie brow of the hill this side of the bridge found a whip) 
and a pistol, both marked with blood. From his own 
account the pistol was, when fired, in his right hand, 
and must have instantly dropped when he received the 
blow on the head ; the whip must have fallen before. 
how came these stained with blood ? Just over die 
fence, a few feet from the road, were found the porl- 
bagf>, valise, linen, gold, silver, cents, bullets, one Lank 
bill, and papers, strewed all over the ground, and near 
the fence his watch and pocket-book. Theie things 
were brought to Goodridge, who acknowledged thrm 
aA bis, and named a memorandum of every thing he hal 
nJtb him — this paper wan {owni\^^Vv\c\\\\^\L'Qk<^'w.^ when 
it WMM MbewJk him. GoodciOi(e Vk<&u c^ycAwoNft.^ \ft\on\ 



51 

^18 band dressed, which was done hy Doctor Carter, 
and his body and head searched for the griey ous wounds 
and bruises of which he so incessantly complained as 
extremely excruciating; but the surgeon, after a strict 
examination, could discover neither bruise, laceration 
nor stabs, nor, wonderful as it may seem, the least dis- 
coloration of the skin ; and nothing, saye a small scratch 
oo the leA arm, which was too inconsiderable for surgi» 
cal attention. Another physician was called to consuls 
on the case, and by him we shall shew that the Major 
requested to be turned in his bed — and while they were 
attempting to do it in as gentle a manner as possible, he 
ecreamed as if for pain, calling on theoi to despatch him 
that be might be free from, such misery. They thought 
proper to desist and did not turn him. 

Hit conversation wasthon wild and incoherent, while 
they were looking at him, but when, by a little finesse 
on the physieian^s part, Goodridge thought he was not 
•beerved, he raised himself in bed with perfect ease, 
adjusted his hair, ei^p^ctorated with strength,and moved 
about with convenience, as one wejl and rational ; but, 
on the sound of footsteps, he relapsed into wildnessi 
complaints, and seeming anguish : — from which circum- 
stances, in the mind of the physician, an irresistible con* 
elusion followed, that the madness was counterfeited, 
and the whole business was an imposition. The physi- 
cians observed that the Major passed from calmness to 
frenEV, from syncope to paroxysm ;— • 

^ While his pulse, as yours, did temperately keep time, 
And make as healthful music.^^ - 

On the 20th of December a third physician examin- 
ed the patient, and found no mark of violence about 
him, save the wound in the hand ; and he is of opinion, 
that the wound was made in the direction it would have 
been if made by himself; for the inside of the sleeve of 
the surtout was burnt with the powder, which would not 
have been the case had the hand been turned to strike 
nway a presented pistol, as stated by the Major. In 
(hat case the outside of the sleeve would have borne the 
flsarks of the injury : — And this same ^h^^vcvsac^ H%>^\ 
ttatf> ihat bia patient passed itom^^vckXAVravs^'Cl^^^l' 



and from insanity to r«nEon, with unaccountable foclli^ 
and he thinJis it only possible, but not probable^ that s# 
much injury could be <!one to a man with no external 
marks oi violence alout him.' From this very witncsl 
we ex[fect to obtain a clue to the indiscriminate zeal 
and violence with which Pearson and others were pur- 
sued ; for the witness whimpered in the Major's car that 
liis reputation suffered by the su5»picions which were en- 
lertaincd of the reality of the robbery. The Major then 
fell to vindicating' himself with cunning and ciaft, with 
complaints and oaths, search-warrants and officcre, until 
he carried confusion and dismay wbereref he went. 
The arronr went beyond the mark ; for the good people 
¥efran to think that honesty was never so violent. 

From several witnesses it will clearly be made ont te 
you,that'within fifteen or twenty minutes after Goodridge 
crossed the bridge on horseback, two teams and the 
Biail stage followed, and went within a few feet of the 
place where the portmanteau, valise, pocket -beok, atf^ 
ether articles lay, and the scene of the struggle, as he 
unys, when he sprang upon one of his robbers, «nd over- 

* powered him, until the associate myrmidontf came te 
hi* rescue. The teamsters were grave and sober mei^ 
who walked slowly behind their waggons as they ascen- 
ded the hill, and, as the evening was very still, cooM 
have heard the slightest noise pr groan, had they been 
made. They heard no noise-r-ali was as still as though ' 
the Major had been nt Bangor, and the Kennistons at 
New-Market. Thi<9 we think no trivial circunistance^ 
but suihcient in the minds of the most credulous, ^^ to 
bang a doubt on.'' Another reason we shall offer for dis- 
believing the narrative given by Goodridge himself is, 
that it contains n^auy improbable particulars, and hai 
AOt always been unitbrm and consistent. 

The whole story of Taber, we shall convince yoo, 
was sheer fabrication, destitute of the least shadow of 
probability — made as a fetch, and will end in nothing. 
Tuber, we shall prove by documents and witnesses, was, 
at the time of tho robbery, and long after, at Boston, 

confined within tlio V\miW c.V \\.e yAl-'jwril. This will 
prove, )vlmi ie •ailed m Vh% Yqlu^uv^^ vA \)fiL^ \«.^yMa^Uh^ 
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bi. For Jackman we expect to prove, that he was nt a 
jQeighbor's hoose, spending a eocial evening, on the 
iiineteenth of December last. 

Oar second point in the defence is, that if the rohbef^ 
•/* Goodridgt woi not feigned^ the Kennistons did not 
commit it^ because they had no means of getting inform- 
ation that a person was to pass burdened with cash at 
the time ; and it is well known, that so few travel oa 
horseback with any considerable quantities of money 
with them, that it would be ridiculous to attack travel- 
lers promiscuously for the purpose of plunder. Laban 
Kenniston, one of the prisoners, had been at Newbury* 
port for several weeks before this nineteenth day of 
December, and Levi Kenniston reached Newburyport 
from New-Market about two o'clock the same day, to 
nssist his brother in retunnng home. About the same 
hour of the same day the M«f jor flourished with his pis- 
tols at Exeter, New-Hampshire. The Kennistons were 
nbout Newburyport the evening: of the 19th of Decem* 
'beryand the next day, without foar or anxiety, having 
no money beyond a ?mall bill. W e dwell with no smnll 
degree of security on (he sin<v'!c fact, that it cannot bo 
shotfu that these poor fellows expended a dollar for 
any articles of necessity or ple«isurc, from that day to the 
fourth of FcbruaiT, wBen they were arrested. The 
minute relation of the facts respecting the money found 
ot the house of the Kennistons, bears on its face nil we 
wafat to show — ^their innocence ; honesty and credulity 
were duped by manapfement and perseverance. — This 
game has been played before and since. Another cir- 
cumstance I would ask you to consider, for it is one 
that had great weigrht on my mind^ und 1 believe it will 
have on yours — and that is — that the Major instantly re- 
cognized, by some mark, letter, or number, every piece 
of paper, cloth, bill, &c. which was found in the several 
searches, and which, he say^, i^ere tsiken from him oa 
the night of the robbery. Do you, gentlemen, have 
•«r marks on every thing you carry aboot^ Would if 
not be possible for you to lose a receipt or money cover, 
mt a saudl rag, without being able to tdentifv it ^ Ctvn 
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it b« b«>1icTe^, that if the prisoner! had been the flo^ 
•es-^sful robbers they would bare been so prndeDt; or 
would have hid such little parcels of money in such pla- 
ces as they were found in ? It is a fact worth your cod- 
siderntion, gentlemen, that not a cent has ever bcea 
discovered in any search, until the Major had first recon* 
Doitred the ground, and had an opppdrtunity of perform* 
tng a spell of divination, either the solemn foolei;y o( 
the witch hazel rod, or some other slight of hand. His 
assistants were deceived. The character of the Ken- 
nistons you will have from the months of their neigh- 
bors. They are men ignorant and humble ; not suffi- 
ciently wise to plan, or bold and efficient to execute, aa 
highway robbery. Such an art requires bold, cautioui 
and intrepid villains. A feeble minded, sneaking rogae 
may rob a hen joost, or rifle a water-melon bed, but is 
never found clapping a pistol to a gentleman's head on 
Honnslow heath, or demanding a purse at Bagshot. 

Gcnt.'emen, we will not exhaust your patience in the 
opening, but will leave numerous other circnmitancea 
in the case for your consideration hereafter, when yea 
come to form your opinion of the guilt or innocence of 
the prisoners. If you take all the circumstances of this 
affair into view, and can account for Goodridge's whole 
conduct from Bangor to Newbury, and find it a connected, 
reasonable, .uid explicit narrative, our positions and our 
inferences may be wrong, and I trust you will see him 
justifrcd ; but, if you think with us, that every part of 
the story bears tkc marks of confusion, improbability) 
fraud, and imposition — and thnt the honei*t have been 
gulled, and tocioty convulsed, by a fictitious and wicked 
tale — let it have the full opei alien on your independent 

minds : 

*♦ Let it work ; 

For Hit the sport to have the engineer 

Hoi^ with his own petard." 
In this cause we invoke no weeping pityi no ftrgivnff 
charity ; we make no idle parade oif feelings, no exhibi- 
tions of distress, nor attempt to ponrtray the lost of lib-" 
crty, dearer to a freeman than life ;— nor even describe 
#/?<• horrors of perpetual injprisenment, which mod oTi 
you would liread more VU^a ^^\^vVx. Tlie grison^is oul^ | 



.%iik of you that jiisfice our wise and mild lnw9 pled^fe t% 
the humble!*! citizen in the commuDilj — and 'which par* 
takes of the spirit of that justice which is above all bu^' 
man influence, and which you expect from jourGod^ 
when JOQ, as well as the prisoners, are to he judged* 
We will new call our witnesses. 

The witnesses, called for the' prisoners, were no^ 

Dr, Mose$ Carter examined, ^, 

On the 19th December last, I was cnlled to Mr. Peaf^- 
•on\ to attend a wounded man, reported to have becm' 
robbed. I there saw Major Goodrid^e walking the 
room and uttering strange speeches. He wished to p;o 
to the place of the robbery, and went. lie was brought 
back in a fainting posture ; the people in great agitation. 
While apparently senseless, I felt his pulse, which beat 
regularly. Potter afterwards came in, and they recog- 
nized each other. Soon aAer, I dressed his hand. He 
complained of severe bruises on his body and back of 
his head. I exanfiined him strictly, and there was no 
cetterior mark of injury upon him^ except a slight scratch 
on the agn, and the wound in his hand. He was per- 
fectly rational while I was dressing his hand ; he was 
then put to b.ed. When Potter and he conversed, it 
was sometimes in whispers. He complained of a vio- 
lent blow on the back of his head ; but there was no 
luark whatever. While the dressings were going 
on, he told the story df the robbery. % 

Knapp. Are there any variations between the story 
he told then and now ? 

C. Yes, he then said that he fired his pistol, and near^ 
ly knocked down one of the robbers who attacked him 
— said that some one rifled his bosom, aad took hU watch 
ft om his fob. 

Mavis. Could there not be a concussion ef the braii^ 
without any exterior mark appearing. 

C. Yes. 

Webtttr. Could a blow produce a concussion of tho 
hcain ? 

C, No ; that would produce a eompremnn. 
-from ao eaioeiMc might prodace a Si^nmmwm 
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W, Did you search thoronghly to find the marics of 
the iDJuries of which he complained ? 

C. I did and fonnd no contusion. 

W. Did jou see any wildness in his eyes ? - 

C. I thought I did ; he repeated the account of the 
robbery with some slight rariations— such as his recol- 
lection of firing his pistol, and a person sitting on his 
face^ and taking his watch, and rifiing hi« bosom,* on the 
firet attack. 

Dr« Israel Balck examined, 

Mr. Knapp. Were you called to Major Goodridge the 
next morning ? 

B, I was. and attended at Mr. Pearsoa's on the morn- 
ing of the •OIIj, to consult with Dr. Carter. As I enter- 
ed the cha:nber, Goodridge was lying in his bed, talking 
incoherently. While Dr. Carter was giving me a his- 
tory of the case, he was silent, watshing closely. When- 
ever he caught my eye, he* appeared confused, and 
looked in a different direction ; which led me' to suspect 
he was not deranged. We examined every part of his 
body. There were no bruises nor wounds either on 
the side, breast, or head. I observed to Dr. Carter that 
the pupil of his eye appeared enlarged ; but I after- 
wards accounted for it, by the room being a little dark- 
ened. Goodridge called for Jerry Balch. I told him I 
was Balch. He said I was not Jerry Batch. I 
afterwards, in cr^erto satisfy myself whether this was 
real or not, went down stairs, took off* my boots, crept 
up softly in my stocking feet, and peeped in at the door. 
I heard the bed clothes move, and saw Goodridge raise 
himself up upon bis posteriors, and look cautiously 
round. He then raised his right hand and stroked back 
his hair; raised it ^ain, and adjasted'his earlocks ; he 
expectorated a little, and very composedly spit iu the 
fi;'<\ t^vice. A noise was then heard at the foot of the 
ft<iiri«, and he covered himself quick with the bedcloth»S| 
and beiipan to talk wildly again. 

K. Did he not, before this, pretend he could not 
BQove ? 

B, Yes ; and it h^d required three or four to turn hig fr 

Afr. H^ebster. Did you ^ver see him spit blood ? 
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fV. Dill you searcli him thoroughly ? 

B. Ye«. 

W. Did you eyerfiud any external marks on his head 
br side ? 

B Never. 

Dr, Richard S. Spafford examined, 

I was calted to attend Major Goodridge the mornings 
after the robbeiy. 1 went into the room, and found iiim 
talking strangely, rendering wild answers, about robbers^ 
lo all questions. I felt of his pulse, and found them 
rather hard. 1 took from kirn softie blood. I examio<^d 
ht4 head ; no bruise was apparent. He complained 
greatly of his wound, and I gave him some medicine ; 
be became rational rery soon after. That afternooa 
k«^ was removed to Newburyport, at half past thrue, 
P. M. The next day at three, P. M. the same wild »p« 
poarances returned ; the pulse were hard ; and I gave 
bim the same medicine. He became rational agaift 
^tiite soon, and never afterwards discovered any ap** 
f earauce of delirium. 

Knapp, Was there any mark of violence in the neckl 

S, 1 never perceived any. 

K' How did he appear f 

S, He complained of great pains in his neck and side 
ftr a, number of days. 

Webster. Did you examine the surtoiit, which the 
Major wore that night ? and which side of the cuff th^ 
kail entered ? 

S, Yes ; the ball entered the inside of the cuff of 
the surtout, for it was burnt by the powder In that sid^. 

IV. What was the direction of the bail f 

S. Perpendicular to the palm of the hand. 

}V. Did you find any punctures in the surtout, or is 
ihe arm, and which side ? 

3, There were several small ones in the surtout ob 
the inside, and a mere scratch en the arm. 

f¥. How long did Goodridge keep house, afler yot» 
lold biin U*^ iii>^ii( go out with safety 2 

^. About a w«ek« 
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FF. Difi the medicine you admiDistered have a better 
eiTect than is usual ? 

8. I think I never knew it have a better eQect. 

W, Did jou suggest to him that his reputation was 
•uffering ? 

5. I did after he left Newburyport, and had been tf 
Danvers. 

JV, Did you ever know him spit blood ? 

o. No ; he told me he had formerly spit blood. 

W. Did either of the other physicians suf g:est t6 rou 
the momine after the robbery, that they thought him 
•hamming ? 

8. No. 
<^ , Elias Jackman tooamintd, 

V On the night ef the ]9tb of December, I was callel 
tp by Mr. Pearson after I had retired to bed. I went to 
Pearson^s, where 1 found Major Goodridge, two persoM 
holding him. I said, ^' Friend^ what ails yoit r' He 
said to me, ^^ Y«u are the man that robbed me ;'' and 
•aid that he was robbed of l700doHars; and said, ^^Yav 
robbed me.^' I asked him where ? he said, ^^ Yoa know 
where.'' There was some blood on bis hand and on 
the bosom of his shirt. He said if he -had had Frank 
Carr with him, he would not have been robbed. He 
then consented to have his glove taken o£f, and I cut it 
#fr with a pair of scissors. He tried to cut it off him* 
self, but hi^ hand shook so much he could not hold th« 
scissors. I examined the hand on both sides, and had it 
bound. He called us all robbers^ He afterwards was- 
ted me to go and find his watch, and took the lantern in 
his own hand, and went along very correctly until he 
had got very near the place, where his whip was found, 
and then fainted and was set down. I tried to open his 
mouth, but could not ; he nppeared lifeless, and we car- 
ried him eight or nine rods, and set him down ; he theQ 
spoke and said, ^^ take my pistol and blow me thraugh| 
and do not drag me along so.^' When we reached Uie 
house, I said to the doctor, he ought to be examined 
more closely, as he appeared in a dyins; condition. The 
^^c/or/eit his pulse, and said^^^This is no dying case} 
JkiMpuJee k as good as any maxOt mV\x^ iQ^m^"^ 



Ktuipp, Did he not tell jon before he went out, thiU 
he brushed away the pistol with his hand ? 

J, He did. 

K. Did he not, next day, appear to recollect the con- 
▼ertation of the preceding nig^ht ? 

J» Yes ; he said to me, ^^ You are the man who en* 
quired about Coombs last night. 

Mr. Davis. Did he appear to be in his right mind that 
night ? 

/. I thought not. 

John Jackmnn examined. 

I went on to the ground that nigiit, the first time with 
three lanterns and several persons. The tirst thing wc 
came to was the whip,Iying in the road^and two rod« fur- 
ther we found the pistoI,and tho gap in the fence ; there 
was some blood upon the fence. Wc found the pocket 
book by the wall, and papers strewed about a rod round ; 
we picked up among the papers, a knife, and a bunch of 
bullets were on the gound, which appeared to have been 
laid down with great care, not being in the least scat- 
tered. Wc found the hat and valise ; there was 
some blood upon the hat. We returned to the house 
with the things, and Goodridge owned them. There 
WHS seme blood upon the whip, but I saw none upon the 
pistol. We soon after made a second search, and fouu4 
a three dollar bill, and soon atlter his watch, close under 
the fence ; we discovered it by means of the red seal 
•ticking up in the withcritd grass. We found in the 
90ad some small chage, and a smiUl penknife. 

Webiter. Did the pocket book lie near the bags f 
. /. It did not. 

W, How far distant from the fence were the bags f 

J. About six feet. 

W. Were the whole in plain sight from the roadt 

/. Yes. 

W» How far is the fence from the travelled path t 

/. The road is about 4 rods wide, and the path is 
ttighest thbside. 

W. Did Goodridge own both the knives t 

/.¥••. 

^* WAidi blade was o^eu ^ 
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J. The ftmall one. 

Mr. Davis. Did the hat appear to'^be briiise'd ^ 

/. One side of it was a little beat;in. 

Ebenezer Pearson^ jun, examined. 

I tended toll that ni^ht. Major Goodridge passed 
jest before nine. Two waggons passed after, belongs 
ing to Key^er and Shaw. 

Webster. When did jou next see Goodridge ? 

P. About an hour affrftr, Miss Jaclcman, who was vis- 
iting at our house, went out, and suddenly returned in 
alarm. 1 went to the door, and instantly (Soodridge sei- 
zed me, and cried out, " You are the damned robber." 
My father then came out, and reqi'ested me to take hold 
' •f him, till some person came to my assistance. 

W. Did he not afterwards appear very solicitoiA 
about his fine gold watch ? 

P, Yes, he did seem anxious about bis watch. 

W. Was not that the motive repeatedly assigned hf 
kimfor going out to search that night I 

P, Yes, it was. 

Major Samuel Shaw, 

On the nineteenth of DecemW.r I went to HamptoA 
•and returned. I started from Hampton about six o\:lock 
in the evening, and was about three hour$ coming to the 
bridge. Keyser and myself then went into Pearson's, 
^ and ate a pie. We started from there jast as the bell 
rung nine. On the hill we heard the stage crossing the 
bridge, and about thirty rods ahead the stage pass«d us. 
Keyser had got forward of me before we got to< town ; 
ind at the head of State street a horse came up with us, 
and followed me down into the stable. He had ou a 
saddle and bridle. I drove him away, in order that the 
owner might find him that night. After I had been abeA 
some time, 1 was eailed up and informed of the robberj^ 
and 1 told about the horse. 

Jshn Jackman ctiUed agaif^t 

Webster. Which is the nearest house } 

/. David Jackman's. 

W. Whose next ? 
^ •/. Aaoiher of David Jatkm«u'*&^ and next t« fhat srt 
&^e0 or /bur iiiore nearer iUmiiTea^wDk^w, 
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W. Are not the5ie houses all at (be bottem of tbe bi^ 

Bigbt uf tbe road ? 

J. Yc«. 

Mr. Ebenezer Pearson txemined, 

Webster. Has not Geodridge arrested jeH for tbis 
robbery, and tearobed yonr house ? 

P. He ba» arrested me twice, and searcbed my house. 
Tbe last time be came, i told him to search bell and 
damnation, if be pleased ; and never trouble me again : 
8*Ki 1 directed my son to watch him; for 1 thought he 
misfht put money somewhere. 

iv. Has not money been found near yeur house ? 

P. There was ; and it was discovered by Mrs. Siqith, 
one of tbe family, a few days aAer tbe second search. 

Rev James Morss examinfid. 

I met with Major Goodridq^e in the masonic lodge. I 
eongratulated him on his discovery by means of Tahcr. 
kletoldmehe had never seen Taber. I observed, I 
was much surprised, as it was generally understood that 
Taber had given him the infermation. He afterwards 
told me in private that be had seen Taber, and was un- 
der obliq^ations of secresy to him ; and observed that he 
had seen or heard of Taber in Ahdover. I was surpri- - 
Bed t\{ his prevarication, as he might easily have avoid- 
ed giving any direct answer. 

Mrs, Miriam Smith exsunined. 

Knapp. Tell what you know of the finding of the 
go\d near Pearson^s. 

Mrs. S. I had occasion to go into the back-house with 
e little child, and on my return saw a rag in the snow, 
I took bold of it by tbe corner, and the gold fell out. 
I was very much frightened, and screamed out ^^ Cbi^ni 
Eben.'* Ho came, and others came immediately. Vfe 
etood round the place, never touching it, till deacoe' 
Dorr came. 

Ebtnezer Pearson again. 

Webster. Did you ever see either of the Keneistont 
loitering about your house t 

A. No : one of Uiem, Levi, went te HTc^h^t^^vki^ 
4M dftj on horsehaek, and c%V,\ita.%4^*^ ^nsii.^ ^"^l* 
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W. l>id he stop either time ? 

A. No. ^ 

The oounsel for the prisoners thea prored the iiBL 
•f Taber at the time of the rohberj, bj ^rodntmf^ff 
record evideDce of bis commitment to Boston f^ol cA- 
the 12th of December. 

James Harrison examined. 

I saw Taber the eyening^ of the 12th of Becember, 
in the prison in Boston. The next daj he obtained the 
liberty of the yard, and he called every day after at my 
shop^ till abeat the middle of January. 

Mr. Davis. How do you knew this fact ? 

H, Because, about the middle of Jannary he missed 
one day ; and I remarked it as singular that be did not 
call as usual, and talked with him abent it 

D. What is your employment ? 

H. I am a clock maker. 

&arah Ann Taber examined. 

Knapp. Do you recollect your father^s being put in 
f aoi last December f 

A. Yes : he returned from Berwick the 12th of De- 
eember, and was imprisoned that evening ; and had do 
time to return to his own hoise. I saw him every day 
and night, till he was arrested for the robbery and takea 
to Newburyport. 

Eliza Taber testified to the same facts. 

The counsel for the prisoners then called witnesses 
to prove the alibi of Jaokman, who was arrested ii 
New- York. 

Da-M Lawrence examined. 

On the 19th of December I spent the evening at Mrs. 
Martinis, in Newburyport — was there from seven 
o'clock till after the bell rung for nine. Joseph Jack- 
man was there the whole time. 

Davis. What makes you recollect so particularly f 

L. Because it was said soon after, that Jackman and - 
Pearson were concerned in the robbery. 

D. What became of Jackman ? 

L. He went to New- York, in search of some proper-. 
tj there er in Pbjiadelf hia, abomt a week alterwardS.- 



68 

Webster. Had he not been a long time before talking 
of going to New-York ? 

L. Yes: 1 had heard him speak of it frequently some 
time before. 

Mrs, AnnJUartin examii^ed. 

I know that Jackman was at my house about half past 
PC ven that evening. I went out and returned about nine, 
and he was there still. 

Aaron Kenniston examined, 

Webster. How many sons live in your family ? 

K. The sons live pretty much with their sister. 

W. VVh»t money had you in the house ? 

K. About five or six dollars, which I kad beea a loKg 
while laying by to pay my rates. 

W, What did they pretend when they came to you ? 

K. They said they were tax-gatherers of the United 
States, and wanted my tax. I told them I could not 
pay it then, and they must wait. They asked me how 
much money I had got. I told them 1 had got a little in 
my pocket-book at home, that I had saved to pay my 
rates. 

W. Did they say any thing to you about gold ? 

K. Yes ; tkey said I had got g«ld ; and I told them I 
had not teen a piece of gold for sixteen years 

Wi Did you let your son have any money when he 
went to Newburyport ? 

K, Yes ; I let him have a two dollar bill to help his 
brother with, and when he came back he gave me back 
one. 

FT. Did you ever know of their having any money 
the whole winter ? 

JT. I never did. I heard my wife say, she had some 
hard money, but I never saw it. 

W, Did you ever know your sons to go where the 
bill was found ? 

K, No ; that's where niy wife kept her things. 
David Chafman^ Esq, examined, 

1 have visited the Kennistons^ house, and know that 
the tons live as the old gentleman has stated. 

Qu€9t\on by Davis. In what part •f New-Hark«i d* 
lliey live T 



6^ In the ooHhwesterly part; near the Ifnes of Lee. 

Capt Durell §xamined. 

Webtier. Do yo« know the Kenni^tons live as hdB 
beea stated ? 

D. Yes ; the old gentleman has stated thuiga as thej 
are. 

Witnesses for the Commonwealth, again. 

Mary Howe sworn. 

Davis. Do yon know Reuben Taber, and did yon see 
him last December? 

A. Yes ; I saw him about the 23d of December. 

Wehtier. How do yoq know it was the 23d ? 

d. Because he wanted my son to do something foV 
him. I told him my .son had got a good place, and had 
been there three weeks^ Besides^ I did not like Mr^ 
T.aber very well. 

fV' Is this the only way by which yoq know it wift 
the 23d, because your son had been to a place t 

A. Yes. 

Mr. John Page 9V9rt9 

Davis. What do you know of Taber f 

P. A man by the name of McKenni^ter said he mM 
a 8ui>piciou8 person, and 1 told Goodridge. 

Levi French sworn. 

Davis. Did you ev«?r have any conveFS'ation with heyt 
Kenniston on the subject of the robbery ? 

/'. Yes ; I pressed him to tell ; and he said it wonU 
be time enough, when he was obliged to. 

Jacob Cobum sworn. 

Davis. Was you at Pearson^s when the search was 
jaaJe ? _ 

C. Yes ; as we were going up, Major Goodridg^e said, 
^^ Let us empty our pockets, that it may not be said we 
have deposited monoy there." 

Webster. Did you 9ea<:ch each others' pockets I 

C. No ; I can ouly answer for my own. 

W. You did not then search Major Goodridge^a poclt* 
ets),.'liH you ? 

C N'o ; be emptied them himself. 

W. Where w?s Major Goodridge when the monrf 
frai$ found at Fear^ou^^. 
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0. T believe at DaRrers ; and I wrote himi bat Vtis^ . 
Page got my letter. 

W. Waa«it ever suspected that Major Qoodridge put 
that there ? 

C. I have heard it sof^ested, that some who searched 
put the money there ; but I do not think it could have 
been done ; there were a great many people in the 
search. 

fV. What lapse of time was there between the two 
searches ? 

C. About a week. 

JIfr. Uptii, 
Davis. Was there snow on the ground at the time ef 
the first search ? 

U. Tiicrc was, for I went in a sleigh* 

Polly Allen sworn, 
Davis. Do you know Tuber ? 
A, Yes. 

i). Did you see him in December ? 
A. I saw him last fall ; hut do not know whea> 

Richmond Stoddsr szsom. 
Davis. Do you know Taber ? 
S. Yes. 

D. Did you see him last December 7 
S. Yes. 

D. When ? 

9. Before the robbery. 

Thursday evening the court adjourned^ and the jurjr 
were kept together. The next morning, the prisoners' 
counsel moved that Reuben Taber, who was indicted 
jointly with the defendants, should be put to the bar and 
tried, so that, if nothing appeared against him, he might 
be acquitted, and the prisoners entitled to the benefit of 
bis testimony. 

Taber was then arraigned, and pleaded hot omhTr^ 
The Solicitor-General entered a nolle prosequi to the in- 
dictment against him,and he wa^ accordingly discharge^ 

RetAtn T(d>er sworn. 

JVdtster. Was you committed to jail on an execution 
fm fkyof-of Leach and Morrison last December 3 
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T. Yep; IwM. 

W. Did joa ever go off the limits f 

T. No. 

VT. When did joa next go oot of Boston t 

T. If ot till I was arrested and carried to Newhnrjport} 

W. When did yoa first see Major Goodridge f 

T. In Newhurjport, at the time I was arretted, and 
never till tfien. 

W. Did jou ever have any conyenation with himi or 
make any disclosures to him ? 

T. Never. 

W. Look on the prisoners at the har. When did y on 
ever see them ? 

T. I never in my life saw them, till this moment ex*. 
cept from my window this morning as they passed from 
the jail. 

W. When did yon see Mrs. Rowe in Salem t 

r. As I was going to Berwick ; I talked with her 
about her son's selling some maps for me. It was quite 
the first of December. 

Thomas Peurson^wiinen for de/endanti. 

Weh§t€r. Was yon present when the major came with 
his magicians to search ? 

A. I was. My father desired me to watch Major 
Goodridge, saying it was as easy for folks to put money 
in places as io fitid it. I did, and kept close to him. As 
it was very cold, they all went into the bar room. 
While they were there, a traveller came and wanted hit 
horse baited. I 'thought, as they were all in, I might 
seize a moment, to go and wait upon him. As I was 
coming out of the bam, I saw Major Goodridgo coming 
out of the necessary, and coming round the backside St 
the house. 

W, .Did he go to the necessary that way t 

«i9. I do not know. 

W. is that the usual wav of going ? 

J\ No ; the fore side of the house is. 

W: Did he pass over the route where the money 
was fcnnd ? 

A. Yes ; he did; 



FK. Could he bare dropped the money witoout jiiur 
seeing him ? 

A, Yes, I think he could , behind him, as he walked. 

W. Hovf long^ was this before the money was found ? 
ji. Two or three days. ^ 

f Deacon Edward Dorr^ for the defendants, 

Kn&pp, Please to tell us what you know qf the moii- 
«y being found. 

D. On the 92d day of February I was requested to go 
to he bridge by Ebeuezer Pearson, jun. who told me it 
was found there. I accompanied him, and took up in 
By way, 'souire Nye. 1 went to the back side of the 
house, and found a collection of people standing round 
the money aad wondering at it. Iti the snow I could 
see the edges of the doubloons. I penred boiling water 
all round and found six pieces. The women said, ^^ Do 
not leave it till somebody comes from Newburyport.^ 
Mr. Knapp soon after came. 

WehMier. Where did you find this gold in the snow ? 

D. I found it had sunk three inches through the new 
snow, which was light, and lodged on the old snow, which 
was fnveen. The old snow was three inches from the 
ground. 

W, How was the weather the night before ? 

D. It had mined, and the snow was going off yerj 
Ihst. 

Jacob Cobum^ again^for the Commonwealth, 

Webster. When did you find the papers-in the neces- 
sary vault at Pearson's ? 

C. In the second search ; the same day the search 
was made with the witch-hazel, and metallic rods. 

Davis, What was the appearance of the papers ? 

C. Two of them much defaced with filth, and the 
•thers on the ice in the vault ; some of them had frost 
en them — frozen down. 

D. How long did they appear to have been ther^ 
- C. Perhaps k day. 

Major Ooodridge^ again. 
Webster. Look at TaSor — U be the m.in v#>n saw and 
eonv<>rAed with, and who made the disclosures to you tft 
Boston f . 
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(J. 1 think he is ; I am not positive. 

'I'aher then tiM^ lookiug Goodridge steadily is the 
face, '* A man who eversuxv me once, would not forget 
me/' 

JVcbsier. M«ijor Goodridge, did the person, with whoa 
jou conversed in Boston, answer to the name of TaWl^ 
and converse with yon as Tahcr ? 

G. He did. 

J\ir, JViUiam Jonei^for CfimmonvcaUh. 

The latter part of January I went with Mnj.Goodridge 
to a place he appointed to meet Taber; another gentle- 
man found the clothes with which Goodridge dis- 
guised himself. We went to the market, where Good- 
ridge left us, and did not return under three quarters of 
an hour. 

Mr Davis. Do you think Taber was the man you saw 
with Goodridgo ? 

J. I think Le was, according to the best of my judg- 
ment. 

b. Do you know that Goodridge, upon Lis return, put 
down certain names, which he said he had received 
from Taber ? 

/. Yes. 

JVebstur, What kind of surtont did the man wear, 
whom Goodridge said was Taber ? 

J. A light one. 

Major Goodridge^ called by pruontr$* counsel. 

Knapp. Did you derive your iirit information of the 
Kcnnistons from this man ? 

G« I did not. Caldwell informed me of bis suspicion 
ef them ; but said they had not pluck enough to do it. 

The Solicitor General then moved for leave to intro- 
dace testimony to Major Goodridgc's good character. 
It was objected to by the prisoners' counsel, npon the 
ground that it was not within the rule ; and that they 
had not attempted to dif^credit him. 

Judge Pntnam. 1 consider Major Goodridge aa mock 
upon his trial for perjury, as the prisoners for robbetj. 

Webster. I have no objection, if your honor will ren- 
rfor the same judj^ratnt. 

Mr, Cochrane^ !dr. VrcBc\i^^t.?«xVftT^^x«(aaslQii^ 



ilb'd Mr. Kiml»a11, certified to his ^od character; and 
Dr. Osgood said, he was a man of the greatest puiitj of 
private character he ever knew. 

Major Ooodridge called again, 
WebHer, What was the money, in the letter put int« 

3|e post office at Dover, aad directed to Rochester, inten- 
ed for ? 

G. I beg that ( may not be presfied to tell. 
Mr. GaU^ for the Comrnonwealih, 

I was in Newburyport that evening. I passed to the 
«ast. 1 saw three men, two short and one tall, coming 
eat of Bridge-street, talking in n lond blackguarding 
style. I told Major Goodridge's brother of it Uie next 
morning. 

Mus Sarah Ann Taher called again* 

fVebttir, Did you know of your iather^s wearing a 
light coloured surtout last winter ? 

A, I never did. He wore a dark surtout and has not 
kada light coloured outside gfarm^nt these three years. 

Miiis Eliza Taber testified to the same fact. 

Mr. Harrison, 1 never saw him with a light surtout 
1 know he had a dark one, which he sold. 

Stephen Howard^ for the Commonwealth.^ 

Davis, Did you see the'Major^s pistol ^ 

H, fdid. 

D, What was its appearance f 

H, It was bloody on the lock ; but the barrel inside 
and the pan perfectly clean. I tried it with a white r:!g. 
In the bottom was some powder dust, and I amconfi'.Uat 
U was not fired that evening. 

The examination of the witnesses being closed, Mr, 
Webster then addressed the jury, in behalf of the De- 
fendants : — ^ 

It was true, he said, that the offence charged was not 
•apital, but perhaps this* could hardly be considered as 
favorable to the defendants. To those who are gtiiltv, 
and without hope of escape, no doubt the lightness of 
the penalty of transgression gives consolation. Bui if 
tlj-- defendant^ ivere innocent, it was more nntiiral for 
them to be ihiukiug uf on what they had loiit^ h^ v^y^.^ 
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alteration of (lie Inw which had left highway robbery 
no loDgor capital, than upon what the guilty might gais 
bj it. They had lost those great privileges, in their 
trial, which the law allows, in capital cases, for the pro- 
tection of innocence against unfouBdcd aGcnsation. 
They have lost the right ef being previously fumtshed 
with a copy o the indictment, and a list of the govern* 
mcnfs witnesses. They have lost the right of per- 
em))tory challenge, and notwithstanding the prejudices 
which they know have been ciccited against them, thej 
must shew legal cause of challenge, in each individual 
call, or else take the jury as they find it They have 
lost the benefit of the assignment of counsel by the 
court. They have lost the benefit of the Common- 
wealth's process to bring in witnesses in their behalf. 
When to these circumstances, it was added that they 
were strangers, in a great degree without friends, and 
without the means for preparing their defence, it wae 
evident they must take their trial under great disadvan- 
tages. 

Mr. Webster then called the attention of the jury t* 
those circumstances, which he thought could not but 
oast doubts on the story of the prosecutor. 

In the first place, it was impossible to believe a rob- 
bery of this sort to have been committed by three or 
four men, without previous arrangement and concert^ 
and of course without the knowledge of the fact, that 
Goodridgc would be there, and that he bad money. 
They did not go on the highway, in such a place, in a 
eold December's night* for the general purpose of at- 
tacking the first passenger, running the chance of hie 
being somebody who had money. It was not easy ta 
believe that a gang of robbers existed, that they acted 
systematically, communicating intelligence to one anoth- 
er, and meeting and dispersing as occasion required, and 
that this gang had their head-quarters in such a place 
as Newburyport ; no town is more distinguished for the 
correctness of the general habits of its citizens, and it 
is of snch a size that every man in it may be 
Aiiovin to a If the rest. The \mTfeuits.> occupations and 
hubits of every person tvllhiu Vl ata mSXivck >^ii^i Owktc* 
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aiian of his neigtibon. A suspicious stranger would be 
instantly observed, and all his moTemcuts could be ea- 
sily traced. This is qo( the place to be the general ren* 
dezTOus of a gapg of robbers. Offenders of this sort 
hang on the skirts of great cities. From the oommis- 
sion of their crimes they hasten into the crowd, and hide 
themselves in the populousness of great cities. If it 
were wholly improbable that a gang existed in such a 
place for the purpose of general pluader, the next in- 
quiry was, was there any reason to think that there had 
been a special or particular combination, for the sisgl^ 
purpose of robbing the prosecutor 7 Now it was mate- 
rial to observe, that not only was there no evidence of 
any such combination, but also that circumstances did 
exist which rendered it next to inipossible that the de- 
fendants could have been parties to sqch a combination^ 
or even that they could have any knowledge of the 
existence of any such man as Gpodridge, or that any 
person, with money, was expected to come from the 
Eastward, and to be near Cssex Bridge, at or about % 
•^clock that evening 

One of (he defendants had been for some weeks in 
Newburyport — the other passed the bridge from New- 
Hampshire, at 12 o^clock, on the 19th. At this time 
Goodrtdgc had not yet arrived at Exeter, twelve or four- 
teen miles from the bridge. How then could either of 
the defendants know that he was comipfir ? Besides, be 
says that nobody knew, on the road, that he had money, 
as far as he knows, and nothing happened till he reach- 
ed Cxcter, according to his account, from which it 
misrht be conjectured that he carried money. Here, as 
ho relates it, it became known that he had pistols, and 
he QDust wish you to infer, that the plan to rob him w:i4 
laid here, at Exeter, by some of the persons who infer- 
ro:l that he had money from his being armedx Who 
were these persons ? Certainly not the defendants, 
or either of them. Certainly not Taber. Certainly 
not Jackman. Were they persons of suspicious chvir- 
acter? Was he in a house of a suspicious character t 
On this point he gives ns no information. He has either 
^9t taken the paios to inc^wise^w llMbO^^^^y^^'^^'^^^^'^'^^ 
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tminicate tho rftf^ult of h]& iDquirics. Yf^t nothing conU 
i. in (re i..i(iortiiiit, diace he seems compeiied to lav tbe 
scene of the p:ot ag^imst bim at Exeter, than to knoir, 
Hi.o tbe persons were that he saw, or that saw him at 
t!»;it place. ' (;u the face of the facU now proved, noth- 
ins: could be more improbable than that the plan of rob- 
bery wai conceited at Exeter. If so, whj should, thoie 
Vf\.ij concerted vend forward to Newbur^port to engage 
tjie (ioK*ii«:a:'ts, eiftpf'cially an they did not know that the/ 
\fvc re there ? What should induce any persons so snd- 
d. illy to api;!y to the di*f('ndan(s to assist in a robben ? 
1 .. -re was notisin^ ill theii* personal character or pre- 
Yi i"- hi-ilory that should induce this. 

iVur wn< th'f re time for ali t hi**, if the prosecutor had 
■Pt lingered en the road, for reasons not yet discoverrd, 
}i.' ninst have been in Newbury port long before the time 
«i whjch he Htates the robbpry to hwve been committed. 
i!('W, then, couid any one expiT t to leave Kxeter, come 
t<' "^fpwburyport, fil'tecu mil^^, tljprc look out for aad 
fintf 'Hjt n^isistants for a highway robbery, and get Lack 
i^*^} miies to a convenient place for the communion of 
the crime ? That any body should have undertaken to 
act' tiiu« was wholly improbable, an^J in point of fact 
there is not tht least proof c»f any body's travelling that 
afternoon^ from Exef'^r to Newbury port, or of any per- 
son who was jit the tavern at Kxtitor, having left it that 
afternoon. Jn ail probability, nothing of this sort could 
have taken place^ wiihout being capable of detecfioa 
an) proof. In every pnrticutar the prosecutor has 
W(*oliy failed to show the Iea<t probability of a plan ib 
rob him having been laid at Exeter. 

But bow comes it, that Goodridee was near or qnite 
frur hours and a half in traveliinpf a di<itaitce which 
might have been travelled in two hours or two hours and 
a i^alf ? He says he missed his way,and w^ntthe S^lisbo- 
Ty road. But some of the juiy know,that this eould not 
have delayed him more than five or tt*n minntes. It 
would be well to be able te give some better accoant of 
this lie lay. 
f' --''^'g, as he seetn^io •\o^V'> t.T^%\.^ •wv^ WUef that e 
piau Co rob him wa« iix.ed^ll^^^-Vft'Y^^^V^^i^^^'^^^^l^^ 
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Lack to Alfred, and says he saw there a man whom Ta* 
ber rcdembies. But Taber is proved to hare been at 
that time, aod at the time of the robbery, in Boston* 
This is proved beyond question. It is so certain, that 
the Solicitor has non pro»sed the indictment a|^ainst him. 

There is an end, then, of all pretence, of the adop- 
tion of a !(cheme of rebbery at Alfred : this leaves the 
prosecutor altogether unable to point out any manner 
in which it sheald become known that he had money, 
or in whieh a design to rob him should originate. 

It was next to be considered whether the prosecutor's 
story was either H^tural or consistent. But, in the 
thrtfshhold of the inquiry, everyone puts the question, 
what motive had the prosecutor to be guilty of the 
abomiaable conduct of feigning a robbery f It is diffi- 
cult to assign motives. The jury did not know enough 
of his character or circumstances. Such things had 
happened, and might happen ag^aio. Suppose he owed 
money in Botiton, and had it not to pay f Who knows 
bow high he might estimate the value of a plausible 
apology ? Some men have also a whimsical ambition 
of di»tinction. There is no end to the variety of modes 
inwhich human vanity exhibits itself* A story of this 
nature excites the public sympathy. It attracts general 
attention. It causes the name of the prosecutor to be 
celebrated as a man who has been attacked, and after a 
manly resistance, overcome by robbers, and who has 
renewed his resistance, as soon as returning life anil 
sensation enabled him, and after a second conflict has 
boen quite subdued, beaten and bruised out of all sense 
and sensation, and finally left for dead on the field. It 
is not easy to say how far such motives, trifling and ridi- 
culous as most men would think them, might influence 
the prosecutor, when connected with any expoctatio» of 
favor or indulgenee, if he wanted such from his credi- 
tors. It was to be remembered, that he probably did 
not see all the consequences of his conduct, if his rob* 
bery be a pretence. He might not intend to prosecute 
any body. But he probably fonnd, and indeed there is 
4Ttdcncetoshe\v, that Uwas'ii«ce)M%X)) i^x Vwbl v.^ ^^ 

T 
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iDmethinf to find out the authors of the alleged robbery. 
He muniftstod DO partioi;lar zeal oathi^ subject. He 
was ID no baste. He appears rather to have been pressed 
bj others to do that wJiicb we should suppoi^e he woald 
be most o;imest to do, the earlieit moment. 

Euf could he so seriously wound himself— could be or 
would be f^hoct a pistol bullet through his hand, in order 
tr. reader the robbery provable, iu.h to obtain belief in 
bis storv ? All exhibitions are subject to accidents. 
Whether they 'iro serious or farcical, they may, in some 
particulars, not proceed exactly as they are debigned to 
do. If w#» know tu'it this shot through the hand, if 
made by himself, must have beeu mteotionaliy made hj 
hmiselfi, it would be a circumstance of greater wcigbL 
The bullet went throwgh the sleeve of his coat. He 
misrht intend it should have gone through nothing eNe. 
It was quite cf rtain he did not leceive this wound in the 
way he described. He says he was pulling or thrusting 
a«i'.!e the robber's pistol, and while his hand was on it, 
it was fired and the contents passed through his hand. 
This could not have been so, because no part of the 
contents went through the hand, except the ball. 
There was powder on the sleeve of hii« coat, and from 
the appearance one would think the pi<<toI to have been 
three or four f*»et from the hand when fired. The fact 
of the pistol bullet being fired through the hand is 
doubtless a circumstance of weight. It may not be 
easy to account for it ; bat it is to be weighed with otli^ 
er circnmstances. 

It was most extraordinary, that in the whole case the 
prosecutor should prtve hardly any fact, id any way but 
bv his own oath. He chooses to trust every thing en 
bif own credit with the jury. Had be the money with 
him. which he mentions? If so, his elerks or person* 
connected • with bin in business must have known it; 
yet no witness is produced. Nothing can be mere in- 
portant than te prove that he had the money. Yet he 
does not prove it. Why should he leave thift essential 
fact without further itupport ? He is not surprised with 
thiB defence — he knew vv\\at \l n^j^mIA le. He knew 
iktt nothing could be move usx^ctVaAN. ^^kuo^ V^ >^t^^%. 
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that in trnth he did possess the money which he say9 his 
loit; yel ho does not prove it. AH that he savr^tiud all 
that he did, and erery thing that ocGurred to him until 
after the alleged robbery, rests solely on his own cred- 
it. He does not see fit to corroborate any fact by the 
testimony of any witness. So he went to New- York to 
arrest Jackman. He did arrest him. He swears posi- 
tively that he fonnd in his possession papers which he 
lost at the time of the robbery ; yet he neither produ- 
ces the papnri themselves, nor the persons who assisted 
in the search. 

In Hk? mttnner ho represents his intorcourse withTa- 
ber at Boston. Taher he says made certain confessions. 
They made a bargain for a disclosure or confession on 
one side, and a reward on the other. But no one heard 
41ie8e confessions except Goodrid^e himself. Taber 
now confronts him, and pronounces this part of his story 
to be wholly false, and there is nobody who can support 
ti^e prosecutor. 

A jury cannot too seriously reflect on this part of the 
cn'*^. There arc many most important allegations of 
fact, which, if tree, ceuid easily ba shown by other wit- « 
ne«sc8 and yet are not so shewn. 

How came Mr. Goodridge to set out from Bangor, ar- 
med, in this formal and formidable manner? How came 
he to be so apprehensive of a robbery? The reason 
he gives i^ completely ridiculous. As the foundation of 
his alarm^ he tells a story of a robbery which he had 
beard of, hut which, as far as appears, no one else ev»?r 
heard of, and the story itself is so perfectly absurd, it is 
diflicultto resist the^ belief that it was the product of his 
imagination at the moment; He seem? to have been a 
little too confrJent that an attempt would be made to rob 
him. The manner in which' he carried his money, as 
he «ay8, iiidicated a strong expectation of this sort. I lis 
^oid he wVapped in a cambric cloth, put it into a shot 
bag, ftnd the*) into his portmanteau. One parcel of hillij, 
of a hundred dollars in amount, he put into his pock>?t 
book — another of somewhat more than a thousand dol- 
iar<, be carried next his per^oti.^ wtN^OiTcv^vC^a. -t^ \iA 
ilolhea* iiaviug disposed oC bia Tfio\\c^^ \aDL>Xv>A '^^•v 
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waA arnted himself with two good pistolst, be set out fi obi 
Bangor. The jury would judge whether this citraor- 
diuary care of his money, and this formal arming* q; him- 
seff to defend it, did not appear a good deal suspicious. 

He stated that he did not travel in the night. That 
he would not so much expose himself te robbers. He 
said that wheo he came near Alfred, h^ did not go into 
the village, but stopped a few h>ilcs short, becarfe night 
waj coming on^ and he would not tnist himself and hit 
m(«ney out at night* He represents himself to have 
observed this rule constantly and invariably until- he 
got to Exeter. Yet, when the time came for the rdb* 
bery, he was found out at night. He la A Exeter about 
sunset intending to go to Newburyport, fi/lteen milM 
distant, that evening. When he is asked how this 
should happen, he«8y8 he had* no fear of robbers after 
he left the District of Maine. He thought himself 
quite safe, when he arrived at Exeter. Tet he told (he 
jury, that at Exeter he thought it necessary to load fail 
pi?tol afresh. He <i8ked for a private room at the nm. 
Ha told the persons in attandaace that he wished such a 
room for the purpose of changiog his clothes. Ha 
charged them not to saffer him to be iri'.orrupted. But 
he says his object was not to change his dresa, but to 
put new loading into his pistol. What sort of a storjr 
was this ? 

He says he now felt himself out of all danger from 
robbers, and was therefore willing to travel at night. 
At the same time thoDght himself in very great danger 
from robbers, and therefore took the utmoat pains to 
keep his pistols well loaded and in good order. To ac- 
count for the pains ha took about loading kis pistols at 
Exeter, he says it was his invariable practice, every day 
after he leA Bangor, to discharge and load again one or 
both of his pistols ; that ke never missed doing this; 
that- he avoided doing it at the inns, lest he should create 
suspicion, bat that he did it, while alone, on the road, 
every day. 

How far this was probable tli^e jury would judge. It 
would be observed that \ie guve \ip YLiftYi^vXa o^ ^v>^l\<ia^ 
«a-6« approached the place o£ tiie to\A>aT;r. W^^« 
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]oa()€cl Vis ]»iKto]» at the tavern, wliere pewor* mijiht 
ami(]i(i9oe Isini, and he then also (raveUed il ihc r.ig^ht. 
Ho fin&sod the bric'^re overMernDiack river a tciv min- 
iite< beibre nine cVI<»ck. He was n«w at a part ol iiia 
|«-o^re8S whore he was within the ob^eryatirn of ot).or 
W'itno^H'Si, an«! scn.ethina conhl bs known of him br.«it!cs 
w bnl he toW of l?inii-elf. Immediately ai>er him fj»t<ed 
lfc«« two persons with their wifirgrrns, Shaw aiiJ keT>er. 
C .'t ge npen tht/n followed the n.rni Plagre. New thos^e 
w .••j^a^opM and the stage must havt- passed wi'Viir- tbjr-e 
fct!*, at moc^t, of Goodridge, at the very (ia <• <'i -le 
robbery. They mn?t kave been very near ibe >}►• t, 
the very moment ef .the attack, and if he wruf i f «Vr lie 
rt'Lborg- br>nds at: lont^aii he represent?, or if th«»\ si. td 
on the s^pct ^cng eno^JCfh to do half what he say*- the^ c'id 
do, lhe3 mwst have been there when the ws^jri^^ns iwd 
thv nU'^c ]»a*sed. At tvy rate, it is r.f»xt to in'p<»Rsihie| 
hy aoy c(»mputation r.f tmie, to [»iit thoFc carrjf»(je3 so 
far fr<: m the spot, as that ihe drjvem siionld not h^ve 
heard the cry of o nnler w bir)i lie says he raised, or the 
report of the tw o pi«loI« wb.eh be say>* ware dischiug- 
cd. fn tliree qnartrii of an heur, tr an hccr, he reliirn* 
€4!, and re-pa'-sed the bridjfe. 

The j«r\ woeid next naturally lo< k to the appenr- 
ancf « i \bibited on the fiobl, alter the re'>herv. Tie 
p<:rtni«ite«n was tliere. , The wite.e?ses say, that the 
«tiii| n whieh fastened it to Ihe sudde bad been neithrr 
ci't nor broLen. Tlioy were eareiully • nnbiiekled, 
TJ'i« w;'.8 very cen*iiden;(e, for rolborM. It liad heea 
0| < TU'd, vui] iis cont< r.ts were sc -t'^^rcl abont ihc field. 
The pocket b<.M.»k, too, had been < piMed, and many |>a* 
per«? d contai.Mfdfimnd on Ihe «fronnd. Nothing vahia* 
fde waslc^t I • t money. The niLhers did not think it 
well to g« ofl' r.t once, with the portmanteau nnd the 
pocket book. The place whj? so «»ecnre, 80 renrjote, «• 
unfrequented, Ihey were so far from the hijrbwjiv— «t 
least one full rod — there were so ft w per^on^ passinoT) 
|irobahly not more than four or five then in the roa<l^ 
within hearing of the pistnUnn I the crie^ ofnooArvv'vv^ 
there hciu^ too not ahove &v^ or t\i ^v*^\\vcw^^V>»>kw^ 

7* 
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fall of people, vrithin the hearing of the report of n 
pistol. These circumstances were all so favorable to 
their safety, that the robbers sat down to look over the 
prosecutor^s papers, carefully examined the contents of 
his pocket book and portmanteau, and took only the 
things which they needed ! There was money helongr 
ing to other persons. The robliers did not take it 
They found out it was not the prosecutor-s, and left it. 
It may be said to be favorable to the prosecutor^s story, 
that the money which did not belong to him, and the 
plunder of which would seem to be the most probable 
iaducement he could have to feign a robbery, was not 
taken. But the jury would consider whether this cir* 
cmnstance did not bear quite as strong the other way, 
•nd whether they can believe that robbers could have 
left this money either from accident or design. 

The robbers, by Goodridge^s account, were extremely 
careful to search his person. Having found money in 
his portmanteau and in his pocket book, they still forth- 
with stripped him to the skin, and searched until they 
found the sum whioh had been so careAill^ deposited 
under his clothes. Was it likely, that having foond 
money in the places where it is ordinarily carried, rob- 
bers should proceed to search for more, where they 
had ne reason to suppose more would be found ? Qooa^ 
ridge says that no person knew of his having pot his* 
bills in that situation. On the first attack, however, 
they proceeded to open one garment after another mitil 
they penetrated to the treasure, which was beneath 
them all. 

The testimony of Mr. Howard was material. He 
examined Goodndge^s pistol which was found on the 
spot, and thfliks it had not been fired at all. If thb be 
so, it would follow that the wound through the hand was 
not made by this pistol ; but, then, as the pistol was thea 
diiicharged, if it had not been fired, he is not correct ib 
swearing that he fired it at the robbers, nor could it have 
been loaded at Bxeter, as he testified. 

Ta the whole case, there wai uothia^ perhaps mortf 
4iPservin^ eonaideratien^ tHaat\k<it \)tQft^cvA«t'% %\a\ftXMs«l^ 
4Uriib# Tioltmrnm which tha lobh^tt wmiWvuvk^ \a»i 
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He saji he was struck with a l^eavy club, on the hack 
part of his head. He fell senseless to the ground. 
Three or four rough-handed ruffians then dragged him 
to the fence, and through it or over it, with such force 
as to hreak one of the boards. Thej then plundered 
his money. Presently he came to his senses; per- 
ceived his situation ; saw one of the robbers sitting 
or standing near ; he valiantly sprung upon, and would 
have overcome him, but the ruffian called out fbr his 
comrades, who returned, and all together they renewed 
their attack upon, * subdued him, and redoubled their 
violence. They struck him heavy blows ; the^ threw 
him violently to the ground ;' they kicked him in the 
side ; they choked him ; one of them, to use his own 
words, jumped upon his breast. They Icf) him only 
when they supposed they had killed him. He went 
back to Pearson^s, at the bridge, in a state of delirium, 
and it was several hours, before his recollection came to 
him. This is his account. Now, in point of fact it \vas 
certain, that on no part of his person was tliere the 
least mark of this heating and wounding. The blow on 
the head, which brought him senseless to the ground, 
neither br«ke the skin^ nor caused any tumour, nor left 
anv mark whatever. He fell from his horse on the fro** 
Keu ground, without any appearance of injury. He was 
drawn through or over the fence with such force as to 
break the rail, but not at all to leave any wound or 
acratch on him. A second time, he is knocked down, 
kicked, stamped upon, choked, and in every way abused 
atid beaten till sense had departed, and the breath of 
life hardly remained, and yet no wound, bruise, discolor* 
ation^ ormarik of injury was found to result from all this. 
Ficept the wound in his hand^ and a few slight punctures 
ID his lefl arm, apparently made with his own penkaife, 
which was found open on the Rpot, there was no wound 
•r mark which the surgeons, upon repeated axaminatiobfi 
could any where discover. This was a story not to ba 
believed. No matter who tells it, it is so impossible to 
ke tnia, that all belief is set at d«lVAV\c«^.. H^ \ew^ ^»^ 
helirva it, AW this tale of Uov«^ ^\xxcV\«.^. ti^ xft»^H^ 
«mI 9f nroimda wlikb oai^A ii%X. W 4Hi%^^«^^% Tai^ix^^^ 



80 

the work of imnG^ination. If the jury c^u^'l believe 
ih'ii he was ixibcil, it uhs impossible ihey should of 
coulti beliv.'Vf his account of the manner of it. 

Willi jpvpect, next, to deiiri ;m. The jury had heard 
the r!;y *icifin^. Two cf them had no doubt it wa;« all 
fci^jned. Dr. SpoiTord had S[>okcn in a more qusilirjcd 
manner, but it was very evident his opinion ar^^reed with 
thoirs. In the hei.<*ht of his raving", the physician whe 
Has pre.-entsaid toother.?, that he could nnd nothing? the 
matter of the man, and that his pu.'so wa*» perft'cllp vug- , 
ular. But considtT the facts which Dr. Balch testifier. 
}• .^su^pectod tha wholo of this illness and delirium ti^he 
feigned. He vvishnd to ascertain the truth. VVhilj he 
or otliers was present, Goodridcre appeared to be in ttia 
greatest ptiius and a^ony from his woimds. He could 
n.»t turn himseif in bed, nor be turned by others without 
ii'lnito disitrofs. [lis mind too was as much disordered 
as his ho.']y. . ilt: \\:i^ constantly raving about robbery 
aii'l ni-irdrr. At length the phj'slcians and others with- 
dr*^w, and left him alone in the room. Dr. Balch re- 
tuTued soAiy to the door, which he had left ])>irtiy open, 
at.d there he had a fufl view of his pati-'nt, imobservf^J 
bv him. GooJridg« was then very qui't. Hisineohcr- 
cjI exclamatioiK* had ceased. Dr. Ba!ch saw him turn 
ovf»r in bed, without incoiiTcnionee. Pretty soou be 8;tt 
Uj) in bed, and adju»»te 1 hi.^ neckcTnth nnd his hair. Then, 
h -iirinsr footsteps on the stair C'ls^e, he ui>;tant:v sunk in- 
to the bed again ; his pains all retr.rned, and he cried 
out ag^aiist rnl)hor<i ard mn'^fcorf^rs as loud as ever. 
Now lliese facts arc all s\i'orn to, by an intelligent wit- 
ness, who r:in.iot l;e mistake n in them, a respectable 
physician ^vho'^e veracity or accuracy is in no way im» 
pv ached or questioned. Afl**r this, it was difficult to 
retain any good opinion of tiie prose cn»t»r. Fiohbed or 
«ot rohbe.«J, this was his conduct, and such conduct ne- 
c>sarily takes away ail claim tosyaapathy and resp'^ct 
The jury would consider whether il did not also takis 
away all riglit to be believed in r<ny tiling. For if th«jr 
§* "ttld hi* of opinion tkat in any on« point he had inl'^ii* 
ii' niliv misrepresented facV«,\\p c,ov\\<\Ve Vo^v\« "i \& 
mothing. JVo man wiia to be couvvcV.ed^ou.\!)ci^Ve,4Vwi^<o'^ 
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of a witness whom ths Jury had found wilfully viola- 
tiuff the truth iti any particular. 

The noxt part of the case wa», the conduct of the 
prosecuror, in attetnpting to find out the robbers, after 
he had recovered from his illness. He susvpccted Mr. 
Pearson, .a very honest, re^^pectable man, who keeps 
the tavern at the bridge. He searched his house and 
premiles. fie sent for a conjni'i^r to come, with his 
metallic rods and witch hazel, to liiul the 9tolen monoy. 
Goodridge says now, that he thought he should find it^ 
if the 6onjurcr\s instrunnonts wore properly prepared. 
He proftsses te have full faith iu the art. ^'^as this 
folly, or fraud, or a strange mixtnre of both ? Pretty 
800D after the last search, gold pieces were actually 
found neat Mr. Pearson's house, in the manner stated by 
the female witnew. How came they there ? Did the 
robber doposite them there ? That in not possible. Did 
he accidentally leave them there ? Why should not a 
robber take as good care of his money as others ? It is 
certain, too, that the gold pieces were not put there at 
the time of the robbery, becaiise the grouid was then 
bare, but when these pieces were found there were 
several inches of snaw below them. When Goodridge 
seaixhed here with his conjoror, he was •n this spot, 
alone and unobserved as he thought. Whether he did 
not, at that time, drop his gold into the snow, the jury 
will judge. When he came to this search, he proposed 
foinething very ridiculous. He propoted that all per- 
.sons about to assist in the search should be examined, to 
see that they had nothing which they could put into 
Pearson^s possession, for the purpose of being found 
tliere. But how was this examination to be made * 
Why, truly, Goodridge proposed that every man should 
examine himself, and that, among others, he would ex- 
amine himself, till he was satisfied he had nothing in his 
{lockets, which he could leave at Pearson^s, with the 
iraudulent design of being afterwards found there, as 
evidence against Pearson. What construction would 
Ue given to such conduct ? 

As* to Jackman, Goodridga w<iivl to "tSe^-Xv^'wA^ 
9rreUed bim. In his room he Wj^ >i% to^wA ^«^«t vs^- 



82 

erin;^^ oP sroUl, \riMi his own li^-iir^^s on them, anfl pieces 
ol' 111 Cil'J ;!n»l naci •?.-:» rf-ceii/t, which he can idenlifv^ and 
wtiich he had iu his possession at the time of the robberv. 
1^': i'ouud tlw'Ttc thii]£^4 lyin^ on the floor, in J:-cktnai]'i 
roo;ii. What shotild iixlucc the rohhcr.?, when tbcy 
Ic'i't iili othtfi' pnpcr^ to take this rocei;)t, and what should 
in-liicc JackiniiD t^i carry it to New-York, and keep it, 
wil!i ihe c.o\*'ni\^n of the g^ohl, in a ^ituation where it 
Wi)<i likely to be loimd, and iised aseviilcnce ag'ain^t Mm. 

Titere wah no end to the series of improhabilitiei 
gro*vinf<; out of the pro«eeu tor's story. 

O'lc thingf cHpeci:»!ly dor>erve8 notice. Wherever 
Cif'4)drid<ro Kr.rirclte!3. he atWt-i\f4 Hiids something; and 
wiiaf ne iind.'^, he aiwn^s c^n iii(^ptiry and f^wear to« af 
hf\iii\ \iU, TLe tiling found has always some marks bj 
wMoh Uv. knowij it. Yet he never finds much. Fie 
n;!vcr iiiids the mus^s of his h^t treasure. He finds just 
cnoii;:;!; to he e\idence, and no more. 

Tije-t were Ihecircnmstjuice*?, which tended to rai<!e 
do«\ht3of t!;e truth of the proscciit<wrV relation. It ««• 
for the j'iiy to say, wli^ther it wonhi Uv. fir.fe to convict 
any m.in for tiiis roufc»'*ry, nnlil their donhta should he 
rl j^rcd up. ISo doubt tln'y were to jiidy^e him candiHiy, 
I;:, ihey were not to tn.ike i veiy tliin* yield to a repird 
to iiJK re)}iitation, or a dc:-iie to vindicate him from ihe 
•iii''^;icion ¥{ a frauiinieiil plO^;^Cl;li^;ll. 

IJe^lcod liLe oilu'r witnesses, except that he was a 
vorv interoste*! witness, and be must hope for credit, if 
5it ill, fj» m the cnsistency nnd general prcl'abiiity of 
i'r.f: facts ti wiiich he tefftitied. The jury would not cod- 
vic.t the prisoners to Ka\e the prosecutor frrm disgracCt 
1!-: !i;id had every opportunity of making" out hi.< ra.se. 
1. ;my per-on \a the slate could have corroborated auj 
j'lii of hi** sl(»ry, th .t prison he could hitvi^ produced. 
jl.» i'.a.l hud the l;enefif of full time, and good counsel, 
axl of the Couunotj wealth's process to bring in hij» wit- 
ue>s<«s More thou all, he h:id had an opportunity of 
t- ilih<jc hisovMi slory, with the «im])licity that belongs to 
t- 'til, if it vvpre- trie, an J tlw I'ninkneHS and enrnestnCHg 
r>/*;;N h(f.w''\ niAn. \[ Vi* Ut^ svjcU. It wa:< for thf» jnrj 
iif oii^j under Ih'-ik' uu\V»fc^Vk<;)V< W Wvi a*:.':jJv\\\v:.^\v>^^ 
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in these particular!", an'1 v.hethfir he liad left their 
miti<l8 free of doubt about tlic truth of his narration. 

But if (Jroodridgpe were ronll}' robbed, was there sat- 
iafictorv evidence that the defendants had a hand in the 
commission of this offence. The evidence relied on is 
the findings of the mone}' in their house. It appeared 
that these defendants lived toj2fetht»r, and, tvith a lister, 
constituted one family. Their father lived in another 
part of the same hoose^ and with liis wife constituted 
another and distinct family. In this house, some six 
weeks after the lOi.berv^ the prosecutor made a search, 
and the result has been stat^^d by the witnesses. iNow, 
if the money had been passed, of used by the defend- 
ants, it mig^ht hav<» been conclu.«'ive. If found about 
th.'ir person*, It mi'^ht have been very ^troni^ proof. 
But, under the circumstances of this ca^e, the mere find- 
ings of money in their house, and that only in places 
where the prosecutor had pr«:viously been, was no evi- 
dence at all. With respect to the p;old jueces, it was 
certainly true, that thev were focmd in Goodrid:je's 
track. They were foand only where he had been and 
roi,«^!'.t have put them. 

When the sheriff ;vas in the ho'ise, and Goodri.lge in 
the cellar, jfold Avas foirnd in tlio cellar. \Vh»n the 
sheriff was up stairs^ and Good:*ic?n^i; in t'T« roon;s below, 
♦hf^ sheriff was called df»w»i to look for nionev where 
Goodridji^e directed, f»nd tlierc meney iras frnnd. As 
to the hill, the evid?nre n not (|Uite s^^ clear. Mr. 
Leavilt !»aV"*h*^ found n Ijil!, in a dr^'wrr, in a room, in 
whicli uonc! o{ th^ party had bef:>re. l»e?n. That he 
tho:';;ht it an unciirrovJ .>p co'.nt»»rf(;it l)»ii, tr^^jd nol a part 
of <^^^odrldr(^'s :iK)ney,ani! Ivft it where he found it. wrtn- 
©«t further noli<:e. An hour or two nfterxxard, L );l<#a 
perceived -d bill in the same (ir.?i\i.»r, G<»o Iri^J'^e bei«.^ 
then wjlh or ntar kirn, ani cHiedto f.eavitt. Lo-iviit 
told him that he had discovered tint bill Iffcrc, but 
tbnt it CO 'lid not be Goodridge's. The bill was tlien ev- 
ammed. Leavittsays he looked ar it, and saw. writing^ 
•a the back of it. Upton says he looked at it, an.l saw 
wriring on .the hack of it. lie says also thit it v^?* 
Aetrii t« GoodMf^Cy who ex-AOiivxiii \\- *vu VJckVi >^^\sv^ >n'«| 
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Ihat he and Lcavitt evnmincd it. Nor.c of the partj at 
this time 8ii«pected it to be Goodridgc^s. it wns thto 
piit into Leavitt's pocket book, where it remained 
tiii evcuing, when it was taken out at the tavern, ai:d 
thou it tamed out to be, plairJj and clearly, one of 
<ioodndg;e''s hill?, and had the name of ^^ James Poor, 
liaii^or,^' in Goodri'l[i;c'i* own hand writing on the back 
of it. The tjr«t thing- th:it .sirikes one, in this accoont, 
i<, why was not this discovery made at the time T Good- 
ridpfe wr^ looking for biliS. as well as gold. He was 
looking for Boston hilh — for such he had lost. He was 
lookiitg for ton dollar bills, for scch he bad lost, fie 
wa«* looking tor hilh which he couid recognize and xden- 
tiiy. He W0i:ld therefore naturally be particnlarlj at- 
tc'ilive to any writin*? or marks upon such as he might 
-/Ind. Under these circ*jnr:?tancc?, a bill is found in the 
hcnse of the supposed robbers. It is a I^oston bill — it 
in a ten dollar bill — it has ivriting on the back of it — 
that writing is the name of his town, and the name of 
one of his neighbors — roore than all^ that writing is his 
own hand writing;'? — notwith.*)tanding ail this, neither 
Goodridge, nor L'pton, or the shoritT examined the bill, 
80 as to see whether il was Goodridge's money. Not- 
withstanding it so fully resembled, in all points, the mon- 
ey they wer« Icokinfr for, and notwithstanding they afw 
saw writing cu the back of if, which they mnst Lww, 
if they rend it, wonid j»rohably have shewn where !be 
bill came from, yet nritherof them did so far examine 
it as to sec any [,roof of its being Goodridge V. Tbil 
was hardly to be bfiicTcd. It must be a pretty stvong 
faith in the prosecutor that coald credit this story. In 
every part of it, it was improbable and absurd. It wai 
much more easy to believe, that the bill was changed. 
Tocre might taT<? > f»iR, iind there probably waa, «■ 
nncurrent or awnicri^-.i bill, found in the drawer by 
I.eavitt. He certainly did net at the time tliink it tc ^e 
Coodridge'fl, and he 'left it in the drawer where ht 
fc\nd it. Before he saw it agtiin, the prosecutor bad 
b.er- in that room, and was in or near it, when the sher* 
//?Vr.*-* again called in. 9nd asked *o put that bill in hil 
pockiii book. How did t\xe jurj Vuuwi ^\k«iki^%^^i%ft thifc 
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name bill which Leavitt hati before teeo ? Oe, suppose 
it was, Leavitt carried it to Cof[ai\ in (ha evening he 
produced it, and aAer haviog been handed about for 
sometime among the company, it turned out to be Good- 
ridge^s bill, and to have i^^on it iofulii^le marks of iden- 
tity. How did the jury know, that a slight of hand had 
not changed the bill at Cofho^s ? It is sufficient to say, 
the bill might have been changed. It is not certain, 
that this is the bill which Leavitt first found in the draw- 
er — and this not being certain, it is not proof against- 
the defendants. 

Was it not extremely improbable, if the defendants 
were guilty, that they should deposite the money in the 
places where it was found ? Why should they put it in 
small parcels in so many places, for no end but to multi* 
ply the chances of detection'? Why, especially, shouhr] 
they put- a doubloon in their father^s poeket-book f 
There is no evidence, nor any ground of suspicion, that 
the father knew of the money being in his pocket-book. 
He swears he did not know it. His general character 
']<> unimpeached, and there is nuthing against his credit. 
The inquiry at Stratham was calc«lated to elicit the 
truth, and, after all, there is not the slightest reason to 
suspect that be knew that the doubloon was in his peck"* 
et-book. What could possibly induce the defendants 
to place it there ? No man can conjecture a reason. 
On the other hand — if this were a fraudulent proceed- 
ing on the part of the prosecutor, this circumstance' 
could be explained. He did not know that the pocket* 
book, and the garment in which it was found, did not 
belong to one of the defendants. He was as likely* 
therefore, to place it there as elsewhere. It was veiy 
iDfitcrial to consider that nething was found in that f»«rt 
of the house whieh belonged to the defendants. ' Every 
thing VTM discovered in the father's apartments. They 
were not found,therefore, in the possession of the defen* 
daots, any more than if they had been discovered in an^ 
other house in the neighborhood. The two tenements,it 
was true, were under the same roof. But they were not 
4Mitliat account the same tenements^thej were oaduUnRt 



8C 

a«! aijT othor houses. :Now, Iiow should it happen ihaft 
the seyerp! parcels of monej shculil all be found in the 
fathers poijsesEion ? He id not suspected — certainly 
there is no reason to suspect hiui — of leaving hadP any 
hand either in the commission of the robherj', or the 
concealing of the goods. He swears he hiul no know- 
leii«re %[ any part of this money being in his hounc. It 
is not easy to imagine how it came there, unless it be 
sr.ppcfcd to be put thereby some oae who did not know 
what part of the house belonged to the defendants, and 
\rhat did not 

Ths witnesses on the part of the prosecution have 
tastilied, that the defendants when arrested manifested 
^reat agitation and alarm ; paleness overspread their 
faces, and drops of sweat stood on their temples. This 
satisfied the witnesses of the defendants^ gvilt, and they 
now state the circumstance, as being indubitable ]troof. 
This argument manifests, in thost who use it, -equal 
want of sense and sensibihty. It is precisely fitted to 
the feeling and the intellect of a bum-bailiff. In a court 
of justice it deserves nothing but contempt. Is there 
nothing that can agitate the frame or excite the blood, 
but the eonsciousness of guilt ? If the defendants were 
innocent, would they not feel indignation at this uiyust 
accusation ? If they saw an attempt to proiluce fftl*:e 
evidence against them, would they sot be angry ? And^ 
seeing the production of 8tKh evidence, ipight they not 
f«el foar and alarm ? And have indignation, and aageri 
and terroV, no power to affect the human countenance, 
or the human frame ? 

Miserable, miserable, indeed, is the reasoning which 
woiild infer any man^s guilt from his agitation, when he 
found himself accused of a heinous oiGKice ; wheq he 
saw evidence, which he might know to be false and fraud- 
ulciH, brought against him ; when his house was filled, 
from the garret to the cellar, by tho«e, whom hft mif ht 
cirteem afi false witnesses ; aiM when he himself^ instead 
of being at liberty to observe their conduct and watch 
their motions, was a prisoner in close custody in his own 
house, with the fists of a catcij-polj cicpche^ upon hiK 
throat. 
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Tne defendants, ware at Newburyport Ihe afternooti 
and evenin;!^ of llie robbery. For the greater part of 
the (ime« they slicnr where they were and what they 
wove doing'. Their proof, it is true, does not apply to 
ofery moment. But, when it is considered )h»t, from 
the moment of their arresst. they have been in close 
prison, perh:ips they have shown as mnch as conld be r 
expected. Few men, when called on aftcwards^ can 
remember, and fewer, still, can prove how they have 
i>assed every lialf hour of an evenii^. At a reasonabln 
hour thoy both came to the bouse where Laban bail 
loilgeil the ni^ht before. Nothing^ suspicious, was ob- • 
served in their manners or conversation. Is it probable 
tiiey would thus come unconcernedly into the company . 
of others,trom a field of robbery, and,a8 they must have 
supposed, of murder, before they couhl have ascertained 
whether the stain of bUod was not on their gairments ? 
They remained in the place a part of the next day. 
The town was alarmed ; a strict inquiry was made a£ 
aM strangers, and of the defendants among others. 
Nothing suspicious was discovered. They avoided no 
inquiry, nor left the town in any haste. The jury had 
had an opportunity of seeing the defendants. Did their 
general appearance indicate that hardihood which 
would enable them to act this cool, unconcerned part? . 
Was it not more likely they would have lied ? 

From the <ime of the robbery to the aiTest, five er 
811 weeks, the defendants had been engaged in their 
usual occupations. They are not found to have passed 
a dollar of mjney to any bo-ly. They continued their 
ordinary habits of labor. No man saw money about 
theni,nor any circumstance that might lead to a suspicion 
th:it they had money. Nothing occurred tending in any 
dofyrea to excite sa.spiciOns against them. When arres- 
ted, and when all tliis array of cvidcace was made 
against them, and when (hey could hope in nothing hut 
their innocence, immiinity was offered them again if 
they would confess They were pressed^ axv^lvyc^^A^ 
aud allured by evory motive MucVv c.ov\\^ \i^ '^t^X'Na^iJifij^^ 
iheittf to rtcfcfiowlodge their vaTV\c\vl^^Acvw\w S!^«>. ^^'^'^*^' 
itoJ to bring out their aceompWcaa. 'VlYv^l ^V^t^^^n ^^^ 



88 

'^ted that they coul/! confess nbthing, because they 
•knew nothing. In detiunce of all the discoveries made 
"kk their hoosc, they have trusted to their innocence. On 
that, and on thecondotir and discern'mcnt of an enlig-ht- 
ened jury, they still relii>d. 

If the jury were satisfied, that there irai thQ hijjjfhest 
improbability that these persons conld have had any 
jrrcvions knowledge of Goodrid^e, or been concerned 
Jn any previous concert to rob him ; if their condacf 
(hat evening and the next day was marked by no circum- 
stances tf suspicion ; if, from that moment until their 
arrest, Aothing appeared against them ; if they neither 
f assed money, nor are fouad to have had money ; if the 
manner of the search of their house, and the circnm' 
stances attending it, excite strong suspicions of nnfaii 
«nd frauduieBt practices ; if, in the hour of their utmost 
yei#, no promises of safety c«nld draw from the de* 
lendontB any confessions affecting themselves or otfaei;fli| 
it would be for the jury to say whether they could pro- 
■ouDce them guilty. 

■ 

The Solicitor Genenl then addressed the jury nearlgr 
as ibllows.* 

Gentlemen ef Jury^ 

After the learned, able, and eloquent ai^meat, which 
has been addressed to you in behalf of the prisonerS| 
you will readily apprehend the weight of responsibility 
which rests upon me. But, independent of considerft- 
tioos of this nature, the importance of this trial to the 
Commonwealth, am) Major Goodridge, as well as to the 
prisoners, demands our most earnest attention. I have 
00 ambition to ral^e what little of reputation I nay pes- 
se9s by any attempt at u display of ingenuity and clo* 
qnonce ^ but I am well aware of the effects which they 

*'ihc responsibility for accuracy and faitlifalBMg in thci# 

ri'pniicd aifunicntt of counicl is upon tlie ■tenographer. To 

ciirtuil was absolutely necessary. He believes the geatlemM 

ctjs^aged in the cause will give him credit for atrivinf^ to be fairi 

bo^rever far be may have taUeii ^\votl of hl« own intentions oc 

ihirir meriu. In tlic report oC V\ie «V\Av^ct^ ^t%v\ ^w«^%V«x« 

*'f:ti iukrn to be fuU and uccwrvi^e, .meA Va VYi\a Yi% *wSA«!^ 

fxpecU im iL«tU»fy those vho \\earA iV^e Vn-A* 
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■produce, and linve witocsscd thom, as trrll upon other 
occa.sio!)*; ns upon thi6 present tibial. Bui 1 shall continc 
myself vvhoUy (o remarks uron the evidence, and direct 
Tour attention to its eppropriate application. Ther6 
ar<* two poiiits \v!:ich it is my duty to make out to your 
natj^fiiction : — F'ii^st, tliat.a robbery was committed : Se^ 
cOiidiv^ that the defendants were concerned in it. 

With reiRpect to the first positioa, the defendants' 
counsel seem to have taken it for granted, that Major' 
Goodridge hn« beoti guilty of the most atrocious prime ; 
that he has begun his career with the foulest d«cepti«ns, 
and that h^has attempted to support them by the foulest 
]>r:icticos ; and has done it by practising against the 

reace, the happiness, and the liberty of the defendants, 
admit that his feelings and reputation are deeply inter- 
ested in the ref;u1t of this prosecution ,* but this is no 
uncommon cisc ; for in the discharge of my official do* 
tics, it has often fallen \m my lot, to defend the charac- 
Uir of the witnesses introduced by the government. A 
principal prirt of a defence often consists in arraigning 
the character of the witnesses ; and in the present in- 
stance, the black, the soul-destreying crime of perjury 
is imputed to Major Goodridge. It is impossible that he 
■ Rh»uld be guilty of the enormities charged up«n him^ 
It exceeds all belief of human depravity : Pbr \f what 
has been ascribed to him is true, be must be a monster 
in human shap<» ; and more corrupt and perfidious than 
the Prince of Darkness. Great Ged ! Is it possible that 
■ach a man exists, and that the sua shines upon him \ 
It it not possible that any man should be so base, much 
less n person in the standing of Major Goodridge. N« 
man in the Commonwealth can come intt ceurt with a 
fairer character : Is it then to he believed thi^ he woulj 
suddenly change his course of condaet, abandon his gfood 
principlest and become the gratest wretch in the uni^ 
. T«rfief 

There are two ordinary modes of disqualifying and 
(diff^rediting a witness ; one is, to show that he has been 
Sienvicted #f an infamous crime. The otker i^^v^^iVkom 
ftat hit character for truth is fto ^^^^ W%^^bR.'\% H«>ii^^:!i 
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timworthj of belief. But whep Lis tcstinumy h mcoc-' 
•intent, it is proper for me to admit, that it is a (air tub* 
jeot of attack. 

Geatlemen, if the evidence, which jou hftFe heard 
from the witnesses is to be credited, there is sufficient to 
authorize jon to convict ; and with lespect to the ac» 
cusatioQ of the defendants, I will remark to jou, that 
Major Goodridfe felt do malice towards them. He 
would as soon hate gone to the house of any other per- 
f ons in New«Hampshire, if he had had the same inform^ 
ation« as that upon which he proceeded in the present 
instance. He had had information that Galdwell, that 
Titcomb, that others suspected them ; and, finally, he 
•ays Tabeur made to him the important communication, 
that they were concerned in the robbery, and had poa- 
. jession of his proper^. \Vith these strong circurastan- 
"ces ki his faror, he comes into your presence and certi' 
fies that he was robbed ; and in the first instance it 
should be pressed upon your oliserration, that it appears 
from his testimony, that the property of wJiicb he waa 
robbed, was his own ; if it had been otherwise, the 
prisoners' couascl would have shown that hi^ statement 
in this particular was iklse. 

It has been suggested, that no evidence haa beet 

brought from New- York, by Goodridge, to support the 

story he tells, respecting the finding of the pieces of hia 

papers in Jackman^s room, and that he has not produced 

these papers ; he could no more bring a witnesa from 

N«w-York, than he could bring the city hall. Jd tb^ 

one case there is a legal, in the ather a physical, imposr 

aibility ; and the papers were taken by the police an4 

aealed up. That is the practice there, and so it is here. 

JkAother circumstance is urged, that he hatgiT^n na 

eiear account how be caaM by this money. The law 

does not require it of him ; reaain doe^ not require it 

He tells you a probable story about the gold, that he 

obtained it at different times intha coiwse of his tradCf 

and be was so sitnated,that it is extremely probabie,tc a^ 

in the ordinary transaction of business, he should col- 

Jpci 9 ijuaatity of gold TVie BT\\.\«lkha.d hut lately haj 

c.odcAsioD of a pan «{ thaA.co\iiAr|^ aaA \\ia ^vX^iaifii^ 
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irhieh thej pny their troopj h^ circnltitecl ; he hTeH 
probablj traflicked too with the InHinns, tvIjo dispose of 
their fars for goh] in Canada, aud in some country toivns 
the banks are net in credit. These things therefore 
aeceunt for the gold io his possei^sion. 

1 do not know whether he has a clerk or not ; bnt 
even if he hass it is not necesnary that he ihonldknovr 
the amount of his employer's money, or all the means 
by which it was collected. 

Gentlemen, it is said the property was not all hi« own ; 
true, it was not. But all that of which he was iobbcd| 
was his own, while that which beUnged to others w:itt 
9Ared. What ceuld have been his motive t Internet 
it must have been if any thing, in order to embezzle the 
ttoney of others. But it happens that the money of 
•thers is preserved, while his own is lost. Do not, gen- 
llemon, step into the regions of fancy ; but be governed 
hj the plain dictates of common sense. 

The fact then is, according to the mode of reasoning 
adopted by the prisoners' counsel, Major Goodridge rob^ 
^.d himself of his own money. Nothing is more ab* 
iard, and impossible. 

In the name of God, if I may be permitte<l this cz- 

trcssioQ, what epinioD can you have of a man like 
iin, if he is guilty of this conduct ? Is he in debt f 
There is no eviedence of it. Does he want credit t 
No ; witnesses tell you he is a man of credit, and that 
Jle hat properly. If he ii in debt,why do not they prove 

kt 

Who tre the prisoaera t They are paupers, tneu 
whese extreme poverty might drive them te deprednto 
Vfion the eommwiity. k is said, the reason they are not 
better prepared to eoravel this aflair, and explain all the 
fwirts of their conduct,is,that thev have had no means te 
enable them to carry en their defence. Yet it seem^ 
Men enough have beenfemid in Ifew-Iiampthlre, to get 
op a subscriptioe io their favor, and I hope their eeun* 
Ibei will derive benefit from these exertiens. 

Now if it were possible for the jnry to return epee 
their oaths, a verdict this far, MsL^«f Gvh^vvH^ ^vs \\\. 
fte retaned iojiocent ; fer it ifUV t^\ \» ^wwfc^^^a^'*^ 



9a 

lias rocc'ivpfl a s]»ot woiind, and ono wbich is cn!coh(todr 
loendiin^tT Lis life. A thotthrouc^h t}*e mrvo* of the 
hniul, with the glovrt oil nt that inclement season, must 
have tbreatcn€(i a loek-jtiw, the niost terrible of nil 
hiiinnn disorders. WccW «ny man, did erer any man, 
however internal liis nrjotivcs, however vile his purpo- 
se«, ]»nt then) in cxeciilion by a course of condiiei «o 
pf-rilous RS this? 

FHct!». jrenncii;en, which do not come from Major 
Goodfid;T"e, jire in his favor. The pistol wns ionnd in 
the road with blood npon it. and the whip hIpo. These 
cirounrtstances j)rove that the pistol wasfired in the road. 
Let nic retori ; Major Goodridge is going' to rifle him- 
9n\f\ and in a place to elude discovery : Do you believe 
he would have fhot himself in the road, and then havt 
made the other arrangements? It is a most manifest 
absurdity : it is ridiculous. How does it comport ^ith 
his situation ? What does he fwear? You recollect his 
testimony, and all the circumstances concur to support 
his relations. He was on horseback. But the gentle^ 
men say yon must not believe a word Goodridge says. 
It has been argued that the robbers would not have left, 
so much money upon the ground ; but it is porfectlj 
natural. Alarmed at their situation, terrified at th% 
fear of discovery, it is not to be expected they wodM 
exercise miich deliberation. 

A» to the delirium ; his wounds would have natnrallj 
produced a partial insanity. But it has been said 'that 
there was no reality in it ; that he counterfeited niad^ 
ness. But is Dr. Carter such a blockhead ? Is he such 
a novice, that he would take blood from a sa«e man tfi 
though he w«re crazy ? And what does Dr. Balcb say t 
Why, he says very gravely, that he, Goodridge, looked 
at at him. Dr. Balcb ; and when he, Dr. Balcb, looked 
at him^ he, Goodridge, looked another way — and that 
when he crept up stairs, Goodridge raised up faimseir 
in the bed upon his posteriors. Why, gentlemen, I re- 
ally do not know upon what else he could liave raised 
kimself. He hawked, aad composedly spit in the fire i 
^Dd Jiot witiiaUuiding. Ikefte ^^vrnVainii c^^tsi^ WCocc yeii|< 
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with faces as long^ and as wise as J-^sculapins hiiwcliV 
yet it appears Ihey bled him^ andgfu •» him mediciniB. 

What do you hear from Dr. Spolford ? why, that hf* 
AttcQded him four weeks. It has been suargested that 
bis pulse was gfood, but Dr, Spoffonl says it wiis liard f 
that he g^are him medicine ; nad that it had a good cf* 
feet. M Ergo^ say the prisoners^ counsel, he was not crazy. 
1 mention these, things to show it is ail reconcilable. 
Now, gentlemen, I will unfold to you the history, an^f 
the eau«»c of all this excite ndent. There was no suspi- 
cion of Major Hoodridge's integrity, till he vnfortunatc- 
Jy arrested Mr. Pearson, whom 1 suppose to be a man of 
£^ood character. Major Goodridge was informed from 
the same source from which he derived his ioformation 
of the Kennistons, that the property was divided at Mr. 
Pearson^s. What could he do therefore, but arrest Mr. 
-Pearson 7 He did so, «nd the result was that Mr. Pear* 
son was discharged from the complainta, aid drmggail 
io triumph to his house, amidst the shoulA aad the eiult- 
Ationt of the rahblt^. He was undotibtedly indignant, 
and eipressed his rage in the harah laaguage which ycrti 
hare heard. That he had a numerous bmdy of frienda 
IS apparent, their fieelings are enlisted in the cause, and 
I believe the whole infatuation, the whole del U9i on may 
he traced to the circumstance of arresting Mr. Pearson. 

If Goodridge stops, it is evidence of fraud ; if ho 
goes ott, it is evidence ef fraud ; every ^ct of his life, 
every thing he does, good, had, or indifferent, is tortu* 
red into a suspicious cireumstar^ce against him, and thia 
zeal of Pearson and his friends has thus produced a sort 
•f witchcraft and delusion. 

Gentlemen, at this, and at every other step of the 
cause, I may repeat nay re mar|^, that I cannot conceive 
of any human depravity equal to that which is imputed 
by this defence, to Major Goodridge ; and my acquain- 
tance with the bad part of the community, has, by my 
official standing, for the last Hfteen years, been pretty 
ox tensive. 

Thus, gentlemen, you see, the only ^«^ ^^ VW \t>s*- 
oners, js to inculpate the pr\nc\pa\ \N\V\\e**» ^^ W^ V*^"^ 
0fihe goveromani; if therefore '^^xk ci«k 's^Vj ^>^^^ 
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oV.itr.r TA idenco, even this hope will be ^rountlle^a, and 
t'lO v. i.cle dc!i::5ion will be dissipated, and the fact of the 
iv-il.crv completelj oMablished. K^ow the first circum- 
Fi^nro js that ihe prisoners were in Ne;rburvport thai 
niii^l.-i.i- give no account oftbeni^eivcs from 7tolOo*crfe 
that (:vcoing'. An ah'bi, one would think, mig^ht have 
hcen proved in such a populoTis place, if they had actu- 
ally b'ien elscwh(:ro. Theie was anolhcr person irhea 
tlipy went from Titcomh-s by the name of McKimii^ter, 
who aI?o retMrned wiih them. Where is this McKindid- 
Iv r, why have they i . t produced him ? Is he gone to 
tlu! place where Hie wicked cease from troubling, flhe 
Sfato^s Pripon ?^ lias he no borne ? Does he dwell in 
do IIS <^*Y in hollow trees ? That he is not here is cer- 
tain, why he is not, is for the prisoners to explain. 

It is said, be is in the United States^ service at Porfs- 
mouth. Even if he is, they mig'ht probably have had 
him here, by an application to the commanding officer. 

The next morning they returned to CaldwelPsi and 
tvent down under the stable, into the dark ; and why did 
they do so ? Tliey cho^e darkness rather than light heemttt 
their deeds rserc evil. 

Gentlemen, it cannot be expected that we should 
prove to you that these identical men were the robbers, 
by any person who was a witness to the transaction. 
Hobbers do not perpetrate their crimes in the market 
pliice or at noon day. The places they chooso are 
sol: la IT, and th« hour, when the night may veil them 
from tiio eyes of their fellow men. 

Gootiemon. are you never to believe that a robbciy 
ha^ takon plice, m^iess the person is shot dead ? Is a 
man, who by good fortune escapes with bis life, to he 
brHTidod with suspicion on that account ? 

\Vc will now, gootlemcn, trace out the ctrcumstanceB 

of theFoarcli at t!ie hon«2 of the Kennistons. Major 

^ifoodndp['e goes to the housie to search, accompanied by 

five or pix reepectfV'Mc men. This was all he could do. 

Jhfd he gone alonp. some imputation might have rested 

on him. The. more you RC.vwV\vA7.^j.V\i^ N^ov^e for the 

prifioifCi^ Unless l.p,i\\\l \§ W\o. m^'^V ^^^V^^^^ v^^^VC^ 

ia (he u:iJvcr.se. the cvivleuoois \YktotiV^s\i\]\^^>it\^\.^%WS*- 
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»id<]je hasbfien robbr>d. Ho arrested the prisoners ; he 
first went into the room where the hill whs iouikJ, he- 
fore one other soul of the party ; he is an honest nrjan, 
ami an iQtclli|:fent one — this is admitted on all sides. 
That Goodridge had not been there before, is establi»h- 
ed beyond all contradiction, llf^ opened the drawer, 
and found a ten dollar bill of a Boston Bmk, roiled up 
carefully; he examined it; he thought it counterfeit, 
oad threw it hack .i;j.iin — every person would have sus- 
pected it. M ijor Leavitt suspected it. Me further lells 
you that he went on in the search, aiul never mentioned 
to a single in^'ividual the circumstance of liis linding 
this bill. Some time afterwards Upton went to that 
drawer, and found a ten dollar bill, and observed that he - 
had found one. Major Leavitt then said, I saw iha bill 
in that drawer an hour ago, and it h counterfeit. Upton 
then said, they have no right to have counterfeit money, 
and we had better take it. When the party arrive at 
Major Co/Tin's, the bill is produced, and claimed by 
Goodridge as his, and he knew it, gentlemen, by the 
writing on the back. 

As to the gold in the pocket book, Upton says, he 
came down and went to the pantaloons, which were 
hanging up by the bed, and discovered the pocket-book, 
and the gold in it. And with respect to that which is 
found in the cellar, Leavitt fays, that on the cry that 
the hoard was found, he went down, and Upton held ufft 
one piece of the gold, and that he (hen felt under and 
found the oth^r pi«ce, which had the wrapper. So that 
it seems, gentleioen, that Goodridge does not find any 
tking, itis Upton and Leavitt. 

With respeet to Taber, i£ it was not Tabcr who bad 
the conyenation with him, some person must have im- 
posed himself for Tabcr, upon €foodridge. 

GentlemeB, look a vioment to the T^ole defence set 
tip by the counsel for the prisonen. In this defence 
motives Arc conjectured with a latitude which would beet 
suit an oriental tale ; slight incongruities are mad^ ab- 
flolntc iBconsistcBcice : actions ©f a cemmon occurrence 
arc turned to mysteries. Statements are made wilk 
only plaosible foundations) and *ii\4w^a\AOtA \V\S>Dk^\i\. - -" 
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vapport are followed op bj ingccnnity wLicb moulds eve- 
r;y thingusit wislies. Thecoi]i)$el for the goveraoieDt 
can go no farther thao Aiirlylo try in the balance, the 
ju'it weight of tetslimony to support this indictment ; he 
«an have no feelings as a roan Hgaim>t the prisonen. 
lie is anxious, it i^ true, to discharge his doty as an offic- 
er- r of the government ; and that duty consitits in fpread- 
inpf the case Iv^ibre 3'ou with fviness, accuracy, axi9 si»* 
cirity. 1 have distorted^ no fact, strained no testimony, 
ai)H yet, gen tlf? men, is there not a clear uoaaswerabte 
and unanswered case made out to you ? But of this you 
are the judges. 

Lastly, gentlemen, consider Capt. Howard^s testimo- 
ny. If Goodrirlge^s pistol was cot fired, he could not 
have given himself the fthot wound in his band, and 
consequently he must have been robbed by «ome one 
who made the wound. 

Gentlemen, weigh nil tljcse circumstniices, compare 
them together, and if the result of your investigatioas 
is a well founded donbt of the gnilt of the prisoners^ or 
a conviction of their innocence, { phali heartily rejoice 
in their acqu.'tlal ; but if no reasonable doubt of- their 
giilit remains v^pon yeur minds, it will be your duty to 
summon all your Airmness, and pronounce a verdict 
against them. 

The Hop, .Tu{lgc Putnam then addressed the jury in 
n fair and oandid charge, containing a clear analysis of 
the evidence, and a just exposition of the Uiw in the 
cnse. We regret that it is not in our power to give it to 
ti:S prblic. Our minutes are indeed pretty full, but we 
shrill not hazard to publish an abstract of a perfbrmani;e| 
in which nicety and accuracy are requisites so essential 
ad in the chorge of a judge to a jury. But there wm 
aa observation whieh fell from the judge, which. 
we will venture to mention, for it was full of troth, aiii 
b^iatifuliy illustrative of the sentiment he wished to 
i' ..rcss on the minds of the jury. 11 was given wlita 
c :r)menting on tliat part of the testimony which stated 
<• •h:*i L^:vi Kennister »« y.r n red agitated, and sweat | ro* 
:%sf iy, t4ough it nvoA coVd^XociWov^ %^t^ vuiCccqiicntlj 
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ahanf ing counteiiaiiee when or|^d by tbofte irotmd him 
toconfetfi what h(! knew of the robbery.''- ^^I am not 
(said his Honor) for drawin^f conclusions against the 
prisoners from such appearances of agitation and dis- 
tress ; for 1 bclieye the most minute and phiUsopbical 
observer of human nature would, at times, find it inflpM- 
sible to discover the difference between the agonies of 
innocence labouring under the suspicions of guilt, ond the 
writfaings and trepidation of guilt itself, fearing detcc^ 
tior. I believe in mj heart, gentlemen, that Benjamin 
exhibited as much emotion and distress when the cup 
was taken from the mouth of the sack as a real thief 
would have shown the moment his guilt was discoT" 
ered." 

The charge was closed about five o'clock, P. M. and 
the court adjourned until nine o'clock next morning.— 
At the opening of the court, the jury retimed their 
verdict, kot gciltt. The jury had not separated for 
forty-nine hours, since the commencement of the trial. 
The pri<joner8 were then discharged. 



TRIAL OF JOSEPH JACKMAN. 

COUMONWEALTS, 88. SaLXM, NoV. 1017. 

Solicitor-General and Prescott, for theCommonweaItk« 

Dunlap and Mosely, for Jackman. 

Goodriifge, On the 19th last December, I was rob- 
bed of 1086 dollars in bills, and, as near as I can recol- 
lect, 6M dollars gold, 81 doubloons, 6 guineas, 2 or 3 
half eagles, and of my watch, bosem pin, two penknives 
and two receipts and notes, the major part of my papers 
were left. As to the circumstances of the robbery, it 
was past sunset when I st«rte<l from £xeter, as 1 judged, 
for it began to grow dark when I had got about a mile. 
I lost my way once, or twice, and called at a house in 
Kensington to enquire : I lost my way again going by 
ffalisburv meeting-house. 1 judged it about 8 o'clock 
at this time. I rode a common pac^ through the ^UaI^ 

9 



98 

way. 1 paid my toll at the bridge, and passed on. When 
I reached the top of the IjI!!, 1 discovered a person 
darting irom the right side of the road ; he seized the 
horse by the bridle, who sprung, and came round his 
head, to the \ct\^ presented a pietol, and in agrum voice, 
demanded ray money : I requested him to wait till I 
could get it from my portmanteau. I put my hand into 
if, took a pistol, cocked it, drew it out, and presen- 
ted it to fire it. Whether I fired it or not I cannot tell : 
1 attempted to knock olf his with my left hand. 

1 lost all recollection from this moment till I found 
persons dragging me int« the field, over the fencs. I 
cried for help, and attempted all. the resistance in my 
power — tried to bite ; at length gave myself wholly up 
to them. They plundered roe, they turned me and leu 
me. W hen the report of their steps began to grow 
faint, I cried out for help ; they returned, they seized 
upon /He, choked me till I almost lost my breath, jumped 
upon me, and abused me till I lost all sensation. 

The next thing 1 recollect, 1 found myself in Pearson^i 
house, at the bridge. 1 had a bad wound in my band, 
great pains in my bead from blows, my hip injured, and 
a stab in my side with a knife, which were a long time 

. healing: they were of considerable dapth. 

The first thing 1 recollect distinctly at the bridge was 
Potter, bringing in my valise,pocket-book and some other, 
thiisgs, and asking if they were mine. He urged nne'to 
have my hand dressed, which was done by Dr. Carter. 
The next day I was removed to Capt. John Pearson's, 
Newburyport, and there remained four weeks, and wai 
atte.nded by Dr. Spofford the whole time. I recruited 
rapidly ; ny friends then obtained the permission of my 
Doctor that I should be removed to Danvers ; and I 
was able to ride out soon ai%cr. While at Danvers,* I 

« hear i from Mr. Page and my brother, that McKinnister 
had given them some information respecting Taber, 
that is, he had strong suspicion of him. I saw McKin- 
nister at Breed^s, at Ijnn, and learned Taber resides ii 
Boston. 
I met Taber in Bos\oT\i) \)w\. e^wVd ^et nothing more 

from him than aiii mfonoailiQii. oi iivj «v3&\jvKAoxi. \ ^\^t? 
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WHrcfa had another interview with him, and he ^ave me 
aucU informHlion, (us induced me to foilow it. L made a 
search at the house ot* the Kennistons, and found a part 
of tnj property, three doubloons, and a ten dollar hill, 
which I couhl identify. I searched, also, at the hridsfo, 
foimd there in the necessary vault covers of my doub- 
loons with my marks. I went into New- York after 
Jackman ; however, previous te my .goin^, I searched 
Im house, in Newburyport, and heard from his wifct 
that he was in prison, in New-York. I acquitted her of 
all concern in the robbery. I had heard from Tabor, 
(hat he was concerned, and had a considerable part of 
the money with him. 

I went into New- York, and enquired at this place for 
him — found he had been discharged — could leurn noth- 
ing from hit fellow prisoners, respecting him. The jail- 
er shewed me his book, and the amount of the sum for 
which he was committed. In the course of a dav or 
two, the thought struck me, to enquire of the oiHcer 
who committed him. Mr. Hoit, the officer, said he 

knew where he resided, at , and engaged to go 

and arrest him the next morning. I procured a war- 
rant from the police and gave to him in the evening. 
Hoit went twice in the morning to see if he was at home ; 
we then concluded te defer the search till afternoon ; — 
we made an appointment and met together in the after- 
noon and went to the house with a party. 

Hoit went first and then beckoned to the rest, who 
were without, to come up : the doors were made fast. 
We then found two women and a small bey. ScntineU 
were stationed without : I was placed to gunrd the w(»- 
men and to prevent ihe escape of the boy. The young 
woman. Miss Jackman, was very abusive ; the boy, be- 
ing whispered to, attempted to go out and escape, but 
was brought back. I supposed he was tent out to give 
iaformation. \Ye concluded they would be home soon, 
and stationed sentinels to seize them. 

Shortly they returned and came to the door ; there 
was a struggle, but at length he was brought in. When 
be (bus returned, he fainted^ ai\Aii^^\^twi..^'«^\^iX'e^^ 
AiBted ayuin. When he ^ar^e Vo^ Ve Vi\^ >» V^>k!A.^^ 
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concern in the affair, for he was tan milea eff at the 
time ; but if be hadl* thought of my being in.Iirew*York 
after him, I should never have arrested him, for he 
could have kept himself concealed in New-Tork ten 
years. I then requested a critical search might be made 
— look to his pocket-books : and went up with a party to 
hiA apartment. The party was Mr. M^Coimie, Mr.Gould 
and Mr. Tyler, myself and Amos Jackman. Just after 
I entered the room, I heard an exclamation, We have 
found the money ! They were the gold louis d'ors, cov 
ers, and a part of the rest of Thomas Curtis' receipt, 
when 1 was robbed. We found nothing else suspicious, 
but m the cock-loft / heard voices in the adjoining tene* 
ment — though while a person might have crawled appai^ 
ently into the tenement. We came down and ! enquired 
o£ Jackman, how he came by my papers ? he said thej 
were not my papers, but his, and it was a long time 
before I could convince him« He was then carried off 
to Bndewell. 

Question by the Solicitor-General. Was yon in Jack* 
oian^s room when these papers were found ? 

A. I was. 

Q. In whose hands vrere they when yoa first saw 
•them? 

j9. In the hands of McGformie. 

Q. Should you know them again f 

A, I think I should. 

Q. Are they the same affixed to this paper ? 

A, They are. (They were at the police office ift 
fCew-York, to an examination of Jackman, under the 
seal of police, made agreeable to the practice of that 
State, and transmitted to Ibis State.) 

Q. Do you say he denied they were yours ? 

A. Yes ; he said they were his. The next morning 
hf was taken before three magistrates and examined. 
He then stated he could have no hand in the robbery, 
for he went that evening, at the house of Miss Martin, 
in Newburyport, in compiuy with a Miss Brett and 
Cap\. Mooflv. ;i!iil \va<( not out of the houi»e tho whole 
^vejaiQg to his recoUecliou. 
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CrotS'Bxamined hy Mostly, 

Q. What time did you leare Bangor ? 

A. The tenth or twelAb day of December. 

Q. Set out ia a sleigh ? Where did you stop (he first 
Dight ? 

j9. At Wiscasset. 1 rode about 27 miles the first day. 

Q. Where did you stop the second night ? 

A. At Augusta, which was about 70 miles from Bangor. 
1 did not start till ten the next morning, for 1 had some 
business at the bank, and was obliged to wait till it wnf 
•pened. 

Q. Where did you put up, at Augusta ? 

A, I do not know the name of the house ; it was dowA 
by the bank of the river. 

Q. Do you. recollect of seeing any of your acquaint' 
■nee there ? 

A, Y<»fl ; Mr. Sowell of that place. 

Q. Where did you tarry the next night ? 

A At Brunswick. 

Q What time did you arrive there ? 

A. About 8 eYIock in the evening. I put up at c 
bouse near the meetin?- house. 

Q. Where did you arrive the next night ? 

A, At Portland. 

Q. IJow Ung did you ^inj there ? 

A. Till the next Tuesday. I think I put up at BurB«- 
bam's. 

Q. VVhat businew did you do there ? 

A, I had an agency respecting Soldiers^ claims, and 
•ailed at the Commissioner's office. 

Q. Didyoii call at either of the banks, at Portland? 

A. I do not recollect that I did ; but I might, for 1 had 
some hundreds in bills of the Eastern banks, wUich I 
miirlit have got exc'v.M;red. 

O. Did yon buy ;iny i»istol8iQ Portland ? 

A. N*o. i did not. 

Q Where did you (iravel to th<» fir^t day you left Port- 
land ? 

A. To the edge of Alfred. 1 liien stopped at lh« 

9* 
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lirdt decent house that I saw^ as it was growingp late, and 
enquired for accomTnodationa. 

Q. Where did you sleep the next night ! 

A. At Dover. 

The Solicitor-(}eneral then interposed and objected t« 
tfiis mode of examination, respecting facts, circamstan- 
cea whellj immaterial, and the court observed, that if 
the defendant's council pursued this mode of examina- 
tion, they must take the witnesses' answers to be tme 
and must not attempt to disprove them. 

Q. Did you get any gold in your journey ? 

A, Yes — the eagles at Augusta. 

Q. How long had you been collecting the gold you 
bad with you 

A. I had been collecting it two or three . pieces at a 
time. 

Q. What took place at Exeter ? 

A. It being bad sleighing, I came to the conclasion to 
leave m^ sleigh there and proceed on horseback, f 
therefore applied to Mr. Odlin for a saddle and found 
one. 

Q. What time did you arrive there f 

A, About two or three o'clock, as I have before stated. 

Q. What did you purchase in Exeter ? 

A, I bought some bullets. 

Q. Any thing else ? 

A. Tes, a pen-knife. 

Q. Any thing else ? 

A, I do not recollect any thing else. 

Q. Did not you buy powder there ? 

A, I do not recollect that I did. 

Q. Did not you load your pistols there ? 

A, I did one of them, but left the other in my trunk. 

Q. How did you discharge yonr pistol ? 

A, By drawing the charge. 

Q. Were not you scraping a ball, when the person 
eame into the, room, at Exeter? 

A. I was. 

Q, Why did yo« not use tbe balls which came ont of 
jrour pistol T 
^. Tb* balls whic^lba4\>wxi5i;\iVNi\VVm^lt^ia.Var 
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gov were to« Ur^e ; and T had been obliged to whittle 
them down : and in passing from Dover to Exeter — in 
a bye place near New-Market— I got out of my 'sl.MgU 
to draw the charges. 1 reloaded, and dropped the balls 
by accident, in the snow. 

Q. What did y oq use for a wad ? 

Ji. Paper. 

Q. Did yoQ not use to draw your charge every day 
and reload ? 

A. Nearly every day, I think. 

Q. Had yon any particular suspicions at Exeter ? 

Ji, Not then. 

Q. What time did you cross the bridge ? 

A. I think it was past 8 o^clock. 

Q. Was yoor horse going at a fast ra^c ? 

A. I cannot recollect particularly. 

Q. How did you carry ^our gold ? 

A. In the portmanteau in a shot bag. 

Q. How your bills ? 

A. AboQt one hundred dollars in my pocket-book, the 
rest in a handkerchief round my body oetween my in- 
ner waistcoat and shirt. 

Q. What injuries did you receive ? 

A. The wound in my hand, the blows on my head, 
my hip sprained, and stabs in my side, and my side inju- 
red by stamping upon it : three cuts in my clothes. My 
injuries occasioned me to spit bleed. 

Q Did yon spit blood while you remained at Mr. 
John Pearson^s. 

A, 1 do not recollect that I did. 

Q. Have you at any time since found any of your gold? 

A. Tea ; at the hoose of the Kenniatons^ in N. Hamp- 
shire — 3 doubloons, one of which had a cover with my 
marks upon it 

Q. Have you ever found any at any other places t 

A. No^Zbavesot. 

Q. Did not yon employ persons to search at the ist- 
aad with witch-thazel and metallic reds ? 

A. Yes ; I employed Mr. Swinnerton to search with 
mdallic rods. « 
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^. Did you ever engage aoj person to write to New- 
Terk ubout Jackman ? 

A. Perhaps I did. 

Q. Who accompanied you to New- York t 

JL No person. 

Q. Who accompanied you in the search ? 

Ji, Mr. Hoyt, Mr. McCormie, Mr. Tyler, Mr. Gould, 
Mr. Sedly and Mr. Davidson. 

Q. How did you first hear of Jackman ? 

A, I received my information from Taber. I search* 
ed Jackman^s house, in Newburyport, where I heard 
from his wife that he was in prison in New-York ; when 
I arrived there I found he ha4 been discharged. 

Q. Did the officer point out the house to you befoM- 
he got the warrant ? 

A. Whether it was before or after, 1 cannot tell? 

Q. At what time did you goto the house 1 

A. About 2 o^clock. 

Q. At what time did Jackman return ? 

A, About, or after the middle of the afternoon. - 

Q. How long was you in the house before JackoKS 
retarned ? 

A. About half an hour. The officers who are here 
can perhaps tell better. 

Q. Where did you first go — up stairs ? 

A, 1 was stationed below, with the women and the 
boy, in the back-room. But when the ofiicers called 
fron. above, and ^aid there was a closet in the back 
cria:nit)er fastened, which was refused to be opened and. 
in which it was suspected Jackman was concealed, and . "^ 
said they did not like to open it forcibly, unless I would 
go and see it done — i went up and the bolt was shoved 
back. 

Q. How long after this was it before Jackman returih 
ed? ^ 

A. It might be fifteen minutes more, but I cannot say 
positively. 

Q. Do you say that you raontioned to Jackman, that 
fhe papers foun<l were yours? 

* »^. Yes. i tlieu Ided to eouNvoLC^NivaiVWvV^skA.^ ware 
mine. 
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^. Did he maka aoy coofession i 

A. Xo, certamiy not. 

Q. Ho«¥ long hud Jackman been in jail ? 

A. About six weeks, for debt. 

Q. Do jousay you was present whan the closet was 
opened ? 

A. Tes ; I accompanied the officers. 

Q. How do you know Jackman^s chamber was~Y?>cked 

A, It was locked er fastened ; I saw it opened. In a 
half minute the papers were found. 

Q What was with the papers f 

A, • Old papers, and brickbats, dirt and other rubbish. 

Q. Did you, at the time of the robbery, receire m 
teniae in the back part of your neck ? 

A. I did — but the skin was not broken* 

Q* Was yon cut in the chin f 

•I. No, not that I recollect. 

Quf4tion by SoL Gen. Davis. From whom did you xm^ 
4e Poland the apartment belongced to Jackman ? 

A. I think from his brother 

George IV Pickering. / 

Qjiestion by Solicitor Gtnnra!. Was you a clerk in Majl 
tto 'Indie's store when he quitted Bangor? 

■A. I was. 

Q. Do you know what mon'.'y he hnd with him ? 

A. 1 saw two niif* \v\t\ Iro.j doUar biils, two fifty dollar 
bills, and seventy dolUfs in .^miij bills ; I also saw Mo 
pilf?s of bills, which 1 did not count, but. judge they both 
coatiiiiied three hundred d<.I'=i:'s; he had eif^bt half 
doubloons, eight louis d'ors and one French republicau, 
anda quantity of gold, about twenty-dve pieces in douitN 
loons and guineas, anJ ioriy silver dollars. 

Q. How long have you been his clerk ? 

A. About four years. 

Q. Has not gold been considerably in circulntion im 
that country, during the last year of the war mid snice ? 

.1 Ye<i. TJift country people wouiJ ^et gold at Cus- 
ftioc, «.'tc/» traiing, 

Q. Do yon know h(> brought away nitb him what he 
•tMf%rd ? 

«£ 1 know he carried awajf froni \\k^ %'^«>t^ n«i>w^v.W%:^^ 
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ifatod; andl prciurao he brought the whole away witk 
him. 

iiutntion inj Mosely. Did joii moke a memorandum for 
Aliijnr (.'oodrid^-' ol' tho thingii before he started? 

.i. I did partly, as w«is iisiiul. I made it of mjr own 
acccrd. The memorandums uere marked by AXajor 
Goodridgc in my presence ; there were two made OQt| 
the firr<t not being exactly correct. Sometimes we seat 
our gold to the cc)Iectf*r. to he weighed, and when re- 
turned M'»jor GooHridge usod to mark them. 

Q. Oid you ever see Maj.Goodridge have any pistols ? 

Ji. .Never did. 1 have heard sometime since, that he 
harl a pnir of pistols. 

Q. Did you not live in the same house, and altep ii 
4fao same chamber? 

Jl. 1 did a part f^f the time. 

Q. Di'! you ever see his pistols ? 

A. No. 

The memorandum was then produced, where wA 
minuted, two bills of 100 dollars, one of 10 dollars, and 
two of 60 dollars. 

mUiam Pfiiifr. 

Sclicitor-General, State what you know of the trans* 
act! 00. 

P. I drove the stage on the evening ef the robbery; 
at a quarter past ten, the ainrm was given, by express 
fmin llie bridge, that a m:m w:is robbed. I went «p and 
^aw a m:ni lying down by tlie fire : 1 recognized him. 
He said he was amongst robbers — opened his, eyes and 
rcaciiod onl his hand. 1 asked him ivere be was robbed ? 
He said, just as he reached the hill, lie wanted me ta 
go np, and try to fmd his things. 1 went up with Mr. 
iJradsIiaw, found his whip and pij^tol in the road, and 
saw a rail down — went into the field and found his things 
strewed about a rod — picked up his papers, valise, and 
found under it a bunch of bills, about thirty-six dollars^ 
which appeared to be trodden down — collected all the 
things, and carried them down to the tavern to Maj. Good- 
riilge : he owned them as his. The Doctor was urging 
tp have hit hand grassed*, \ie <^\<^ uq\. %^«.qdl inclinei 
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but at Icng'th consented. On the hill, found his hat with 
so»n'? spolsof blood upon it. 

Question by Solicitor-General, Did Goodridge sectn to 
be in a state of deraugement ? 

Jl. No, he did not; he did not seem to be inclined to 
say much. 

By Motely. What time did you pass the bridge that 
night ? 

•^. About nine. 

Q. Did you pass any persons near the place ? 

A Yes ; within two or three rods ol' the place, I 
passed two loaded waggons. 

Q. Did you see any other persons ? 

JH. Yes ; jnst before 1 reached high street, I saw three 
men under the fence, going toward the bridge. 

Q. Did he mention the memorandum ? 

.^. He did after I returned, 

Q. Did ho wi*«h you to look for his watch ? 

•4. Yes, he did mention his watch, and wished me te 
look for it. That is my impression : he appeared bloody 
and miich injured. 

A'^athaniel Rradshav.\ 

I was at the tavern in Newbaryport that evening : 
short time after Potter came in, young Pearson came 
from the bridge, and said a man had been robbed, on the 
hill below the bridge, in Newbury. Potter then ob- 
served, I met three men near the hay-scales. We took 
horses ^^nd went up together to the bridge and there 
savr Major Good ridgp, who was lying on the floor. He 
looked at Potter and appeared to recognize him. He 
wiflhed him to stay by him. Potter ask<>d him on whioh 
aide of the bridge he was robbed ? he told where it was. 
He mentioned about our going up to the place : we 
went. I picked up his pistol in the road. There up-> 
peared to be a tinge of blood in the road, as though some 
accident had happened and the top board wns ofl »:{' 
the fence opposite the place. We then entered the 
field and found, within a rod from the fence, his thi'>£rs 
scattered round ; among th^m there were four piervg 
of gold| and two sliver dollars \ the ^old'd\.\2V:.wxtk\v^ V^n^ 
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been trodden down. I collected them and carried (hcia 
to tlic house. When 1 returned he was np chamber. 

Mosely. lYhat was the distance from the fence % 

A, i think abnat one rod. 

Q. Were all thd things found within the compam of 
a rod? 

A, About that within the field. 

Q. Did ^ou hear, before you went up, Major Good- 
ridge mention respecting hJH pen-knife and watch ? 

A. Yes, he spoke about his watch and breastpin. He 
vientioned about the robbers pulling it out after thej 
Jiad rifled him. 

Dr. Rithard S, Spofford examined. 

SolicUor-GeneraL Did yeu attend Alajor Goodridge t 
Please to state what you know of his situation at that 
time. 

A. I was called up to the island the next morning to 
see him ; 1 found him in bed ; 1 felt his pulse and fouoil 
them rather hard, and suggested the propriety of taking 
some blood, which was done. He appeared rather vi ild« 
1 did not know but this might be a necessary afTectiaa, 
and gave him an emetic. 1 had not much other medi- 
cine with me ; 1 also gave him ether ; he became ra- 
tional quite soon after, and continued so. He was' thai 
same day removed to 6apt. John Peerson^s, in Newbn- 
port ; while on the road he fainted. The next day, at 
the same hour, the same wild appearances returned— 
I applied the same remedy ; the tame result obtained 
— ^he ever afler was rational. He complained of pain 
in his side, and a poultice was applied ; be was ako 
blistered. He was under my care a month, or there- 
abouts, and had considerable fever, which is usual easel 
•f gunshot wounds. 

Mosely. Did you examine him closely? and what 
^rounds or ii^uries did you discover ! 

A. Yes« 1 never could discover any thing, except 
the shotjin his hand, and a slight scratch in the inside of 
his left arm. 

Q. You never, then, saw any marks or bruises on hip 
head or body, or cuts in his side ? 
4^. iBeverdid. 
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Q. llaJ there be^n any, must you not have seen them ? 

JL I certainly must ; there 'were none except a slight 
fcrnlch in the arm, and the wound in J^is hand, from 
wliich I took eleven pieces of bone. 

Q. Which side of the cuff of the surtout was burnt ? 
and how did the ball enter ^ 

A. The ball entered on the inside of the hand, for 
the inside of the cuff was burnt ; and the direction was 
perpendicular to the palm of the hand. 

Q. Did he not stay in the house long^er than you told 
him it was necessary ? ' 

A. Yes, a week longer ; but the ladies of the faaiily 
said I was crazy to permit him to go out s« soon. 
Capt. John Pearson examined. 

About eleven o'clock, I was awaked up by Mr. Ebe«- 
ezer Pearson, jr. and Capt. John Jackman, and was 1o!d 
a man was at the island, who had been robbed and 
wouniled, and had mentioned my name. 

In the morning I went ap ; I know him, but he did not 
appear to recognize me ; he said, 1 know'Mr. Pearson, 
tm I do not know j'ou — you are not Mr. Pearson. I re- 
turned to town^but soon went np again and told hini, if he 
wi*«hed it, I would take him to my hou^ie ; and he and 
hi"? tilings were removed to ray house the same day. 
Every thing w«8 ilone for him that we possibly could do ; 
lie r<^ mplained of a pain in hii^ hcinl, and blisters wf»re ap- 
plied ; his side also w«s poulticed. His trunk was 
brought down from Exeter, where it was left by him, in 
which wa«< his otb«r pistol. A doubt had been augg^^- 
ted whether his pif^tcl had been fired ; ho said he ioa<il<*d 
one <»f his pistols at Eipeter ; and pcrh»ps he might by 
mistake have left the loaded pistol in his trunk, and ta- 
ken the unloaded one ; and whrn the trunk came we 
should know, for if the one there was unloaded, then 
ihi^ must have been loaded and lired that night. When 
ihe. trunk came the pistol was examined and found not 
onded. 

SolicittiT'General. Pid you compare the things wliich 
vrore with the memorandum ? and what wa^ miMing f 

A. The mcney and two r<ictiv^% oi '¥Vkft\Sk%fc^^t>o^ > 

10 



IID 

»U the thJii^F found were marked ; what \v«:re doI fcukt. 
were nut marked. 

Q. Were there letters found containisg money in the 
pasture ? 

.4. Yes— one containing' seventy-five dollars for Mr. 
Stedman of NeH'buryport ; and another containing fifty 
dollars for a Mr. Curtis of linston. 

'JUoscly, How much mono}' did you receive from Mr. 
Pearson of the island, that was picked up in the pasture 
that ni^ht ? 

Jh About 50 dollars 1 

Q. Did you examine particularly, to see if Goodi*idge 
bad any ©iher money ? 

A. No, 1 did not. 

Q. Did vou eversoe or hear of any stabs in his side ? 

.^. No, i did lit 1. 

Q. Did you exF.mine his pistol found on the ground ? 

.^. 1 saw it, but did not exumine it. 

Q, Did he not state that he tired his pa?tols on his 
journey ? 

J. Yes, he stated lliat he fired his pistols between 
Dover and Exeter, aud said th« reason he did, was be- 
cause they had been loaded so long, that he feaced they 
wouM aot fire readily. 

Q. Did jou hot last summer have some conversation 
with him respecting his buying his pistols ai Portland ? 

^. Yes, at Bangor ; I told him the contents of Wy- 
er's deposition ; and he said he did not buy pistols in 
Portlnad. 1 asked him to see the pi««to]s ; he said he 
should like to have me. I went away that day without 
seeing thf*m 

Q. Was not this conversation in his store ? 

Ji. Ye% I think it was ; I told him also there wss a 
mark, mentioned by Wjer, on the piitols which I did 
not recolioct. 

Q. Do ) ov recollect a stranger of singular iianners 
and jnpear.i:.o..i, '..'.iii'^t; <o see Goodridge one evening 
v^ bile ho WJis utyo»ir DOUse T 

A. Ther^' wr.s a fifrer^t in^ny persons who called : but 
ono ercfiiiur ii man n bo cowdncA^'.l very strangely, wh»»re 
J^e \%ns vvy *i€sir» us to &cft Vj^c^vXtX^^^ ^\^ycvv! — c.wMl 
ttnv uiii/</othor3 woso. pte^eivV *, v;^ w\\ qxsX sj,^ ^%r 
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Eoom. Major Goodririgc^g sitter said she would find out 
whnt they were about : she i^retended some business iu 
the room ; she came back and said they appeared to 
have some papers, which ihey did^ot wish her to sec, 
for they began to hide them the moment she entered the 
chamber. 

Q. Did he not express strong confidence in his finding 
out the robberi ? 

A. Yes ; he $:aid to him, by distinguishiag himself; 
and we ail hoped he would find them out. 

Joseph Brown examined* 

Solicitor'GiTiBraL Did you watch with Major Good- 
ridge, durinq^ his illness ? 

JJ. I did three or four nights after the robbery ; — our 
dirttctioDs were, not to suffer him to sleep more than n 
quarter of an hour at a time ; — he complained very 
much of dizzinefss ; and the doctop directed us to bntlie 
his head end side : die directions were written. 

Mostly, Did jou notice any spitting of blood, or stabs 
in Ms fide ? 

.'/. No, I did not. 

Q. Did he tell you he fired his pistol that night ? 

.1. I think ho did : between Dover and Kieter. 
About two o-elock we got him up and he told the story 
al'Out I he robUei*s. ' 

PrUciUa Jones examined, # 

SvVdioi^General. Tell wbat you know of the state of 
yovir brothers health wliile at Mr. John Pearson's ? 

.}. I attended him while there about three weeks ; I 
saw two or three stabs on his right side ; they could not 
kave been very docp, or Ihey would have reached hit 
lungs — three cuts, one an inch and a half long, and the 
olhor half an inch lomr: he was bled on Saturdav, in 
the aflernoon. Dr. SpofTord attended him, and appear- 
ed to express much solicitude for him. I susj^gested the ' , 
propriety of a]>plying a blister to his head ; he said it 
would Att^ (v<nd that he wna sorry it had not been done be* 
fore. Dr. Spdfford assisted me in applying the blister 
and a plaster ; he said the application for the internal 
wound on his side would do as well fot IK^ ^^\«^\:^A 
.«ut«j und ssild the ilaunel showVA\>% Vfev^v^^V^xt^*^^ 
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^u]e washed nn<1 then it would soon heal. The ponlti- 
€•8 ncre applied to his hand, nnd also to his Ccet, and 
the Doctor approved of it. The knocker was taken off 
the door hy the Doctor^s order ; »nd he also refused 
admittance to Dt. Dann, who called to see him Sunday 
evening. 

Solicitor-General. Do yon know of your brother's hay-' 
hig a pair of brass pistols ? 

Jl. Yep, I saw him have a pair fonr or five years agro ; 
I di«<covered him cleaninpf one of tbem in his chamber; 
1 f.i'torwards.saw the pair he had at Mr. Pourson's, and 
told him I had seen them ocforc, he said, very likely. 

(^. i^oyoii think th<*y are the same pistols you first 
^:iw afterwards at Mr. Poarson-s? 

^. They resembled them — T think they are the tame. 

Mof.ly. ilow came 3 ou to notice the pistols so accu- 
rately. 

W. I never saw a pair ef pistols, or «t least a pair of 
brn«« pistols before. 

Q. Are you confident you had this conversation res- 
pecting the cuts with Dr. .SpoiFord ? 

A. Yes ; for 1 feared they might have pierced through 
the lungs. 

Q. What account do you g-ive of the Ptransrer, who 
called at Mr. PenrHon'S ou the evening and excited your 
ouriosity so much ?^ 

A. There wero a number who called ; «ne in parties 
liar, who appeared ratiier awkward : he left the room. 
I .suspected it was same body, who came to make some 
diiicoveries, and^ 1 returned into the room ; they had a 
letter partly folded, which was put away on my entrance. 
i do not know that I smw any thing suspicious. 

Chttrloite Freetiian^ {a black rr»trian^) examined, 

Solic'fot -General. Did you hear the repoi*t of any 
pistols tl'i'i ni^ht? 

Jl, Efip sir ; I was ir» bed at Nrwburyport work-hQuse ; 
I 1 Tid f]i*st one pirjtol iirc, and a minute and a half artrr, 
anvit'r; I mediately said dere was some body shot) 
d« \v" i:- de new vom^ 

Jijt^uly. How do jo\kkuo\v it was a |^i;»torii report f 
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Twn you tell the dilTerence between the teport of a pit- 
tol :md a musket ? 

A. E«e sir, I can ; I bare fired pistols in my day. 
Elizabeth PhUlips^ (a black woman^) examined. 

J Hlept over head ; f beard first one pistol and lay half, 
a minute or two witli my daughter, telling^ her I th^ug'ht 
th** y were firing and serving their massa. I saw a horse 
a little ways off, were there was a forie that night. I 
heard another report; — debell ung nine about half an 
hour arter. • 

Monely When did you first mention these things ? 

A. De next ye«ir arter wen we beard de Goodridge 
had been robbed. 

Moses Hoii examined. 

Major G^odridge, on the ninth of April last, on Tuei- 
day, called between ten and eleven o^clock, A. M. and 
8:ii'i he nndorstood I was the oflicer who had arrested 
Joseph Jack man in a civil suit some time before, and 
wanted me to take a warrant and arrest him for a rob«. 
hory on him. I said, I am not a police orticer, and can- 
not do it ^vitbout special authority ; a line, however, 
came to me :ifter wards, from the special justices of po- 
lice to de the bus^iness. 1 went ap in the evenirtg 
and enquimd where he Hvr-d, and found out Jo(«^ph 
Jackman boarded there with his brother Amos. The 
nef t day 1 calif d again ; the old French lady who lived 
hi the house came to the door — said he w^isia, but I was 
not prepared to take him then, not having any warrant. 
On Siturdiiy evening. Major Good ridge came with the 
warrant. On Sunday morning before s&rving, I cat led 
again ; the old lady came to the door, and said tbey 
wo'e dut on a walk. In the ailerneori our party met. 
I saw Mr. Davidson and requested him to join us, saying 
Wf were on an enterpri^sp. 

We wi^ol to the deor — it was said they were out — we 
ent«*fed. Mi^^s Tackmansaid, what can you want of U9 
«!> -n'lch to day ? I l>eckon'ed to the rest of the pariv to 
c^:^le in from a short distance oft' in the sir<!et — they 
caifi-*. We went int'» tbo l^ark ro^m, and tb eve wis 
joung Miss J. in a frenzy, tko oid lady uud iiule buy. 

10* 
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Tbe old Indj flaid he was not in, but would be directly.. 
I stall one<l sentinels — went up Ptaira to search — found 
the door of the back chamber fastened. Miss J. refused 
to open it, but did ; there wa<) a closet in tbe room fas- 
toned, which she would not open. I called up Major 
Goodridg>e, who requested to have it opened ; 1 then 
•pened it by force. 1 went up into the cock-loft to look 
after him, and saw a hold there : I went down stain 
ag::iin. While there, Jackman and his brother came to 
4hc door — we opened it and seized him. A scuffle then 
endued ; I told him he had better come in, and he 
did. I then searched his person and pocket-book. He 
said to Goodridge, You knew I was not within ten miles 
of the place. The rest were sent to search the house, 
but soon returned down, bringing with them the papers 
tlipy had found. Jackman said, he has not got a pa- 
por in that place ; if there are any papers tbey are 
mine; for there is where we throw our old papers. I 
told him we roust take him to the police ; aud he said^ 
I will go any where with you ; — his brother said, now 
do not get in a pasninn ; it is another Newburyport trick, 
and we will make him sweat for it. 

The next mernin^ in his eiumination before the po- 
liro, he said he spent the evening of the robbery at Miss 
Bl irliii's, in Newluirvport, wilh a Mis? l>rett and Capt. 
Mood , ind denied all k:iowe tge of the p^pers. 

M^xciy. What time did Goodridge go to the hoo&O 
that allornoon ? 

J. Rctwecn two and three. 

Q. What time did he go up stairs f 

Jl. 1 de not think he wont up at all, till afler Jackmaa 
returned home ; none of us went into that room where 
he slept. 

Q. In what way was it fastened f 

A. I do not ksow whether it was fastened or Dot-*I 
«annot tell certainl}'. 

Q. Did Gaodridsre state to you how he was woanded t 

A. Yes, pretty much as he's stated to-daj. 
Stephen M^C^rmick examined. 

About the twelfth of hi«t April, I st;'pped into si pop- 
fcr-hoiuii and was th(U*o lufonued, a gentiemun wanted 
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a police officer. T was shown to Goodrid^ ; he said a 
persoQ in New-York- had robbed him, and that he bad 
a police warrant in the hands of Mr. Hoit, who wanted 
assif^tance. 1 agreed to meet him at the place he ap« 
pointed — went there at the time and met him. Holt, and 
three or four other strangers— went to Jackman's house. 
Hoit did not tell, fill we cnme to the housef where it 
was ; when we came there, Hoit entered the front door, 
and sent me round into the other street, that he need 
not f'scape by the back way ; I went round and enterc^ 
the house by the back way, and enquired if he was in : 
the rest of the party was then in. I was directed to go 
up into the chamber and search ; I went through sever- 
al of the passages and some of the rooms. 1 do not re- 
Gollect that I was in the room where the closet was ; 
l»ut I rather think I was not. We went into a chamber 
where there was a large quantity of clippings of cords — 
it was Tery dirty ; and we searched till we were tired.nnd 
were satisfied there was nothing amongst them. Good- 
ri Ige was with ns ; we were about §pi«g down when 
there was a confusion below and report tliat Jackman 
Iiad come home, and was arrested ; we all went down as 
fast as possible, and saw Hoit hold of him ; he then 
came in and we told him our errand. — He knew nothing 
fsbout it — he had heard he said about a robbery at New- 
bury port. Goodridgk! and he then shook bands. After 
this we requested Jackman^s brother to show us to his 
room, and he said yes, and went up stairs with us and 
•hewed us to his room. He unlooked the door of 
Jackman^s chamber ; we entered and went round the 
•himaey, amosg tbe rubbish, and found two gold guinea 
covers. Mr. Tyler picked up one and I the other. Mr. 
Tyler then stirred up the rubbish and picked up a p:irt 
af a receipt with the name of Goodridge and Thomm 
Curtis upon it ; fve then went down to the room where 
Jack man wa«. 

Mostly. What did Jackman say f 

A. He said they were not Goodrigc^s : this was after 
he had seen them. 

Q. How long wpro you there ? 

J. i think nearly an hour. 
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Q. Whnt number of persons was in Ibe search ? 

A Mp. Hoit, Mr. DnvH, Mr. «ouW, Mr. Tyler, Maj. 
Goorlridg'e and two other gentlemen, whose names I do 
not recollect — seven oreig-ht in all. 

Q. How mnny were in the back chamber where the 
clipping!* were scattered ? 

J. Four. 

Q. Was you searching when Jackman came home t 

J. Yes ; the room was opposite to Jackman's tham- 
her. 

Q. Could not Major Good ridge then have gone out 
of the chamber into the oppo«»itp room ? 

A. No, he could not ; I should have heard or seen 
him ; for the doors were opposite to each other, and 
were not more than six feet wide. 

Q. Could not Goodridge, when yotJ ran down stainr 
on hearing of Jackman^s retuin, have stopped a mo- 
ment and gone into the room? 

J. No : We all landed at the foot of the stairs, within 
three «<!Cond8 of «ach other. 

Q. Did the floor of Jackman^s chamber appear con- 
sidi'rablc clean ? 

A, No — rather dirty, as the houses of poor people 
usually are. 

DKFEPTDAKT's WlTTTESSrS. 

Major Goodridge called. 

Mosefy. Did any one ride with you from Portland to> 
Dover? 

A. No — none but my Aeg, 

Q. Did yo^i avoid riding in the evening ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. How were your pistols placed in your port-bags om 
your journey from Rxeter that evening ? 

A. I rode with the side where the pistols were un» 
buckled? 

Q. Had you any idea who it was took your horsi^ 
by the bridl** ? 

J. 1 have thought it was Taber. 

Q. Have you ever seen Taber, before you saw bien in 
Boslou ? 



iiy 

Ji, I had a edspicioD that I had seen him some yeaiv 
Ibefore, and possibly at Alfred. 

Copt, Stephen Howard MttmincJ. 

In the momingf 1 Itcard that a man Had been robbed 
Bcar the ciinin bridge ; and being a little interested in 
that hridg-e, I rode up there ; I saw the place and the 
pistol. Upon examining it, I remarked, it conid not be 
iirvd (hat nipfht, as the pan was perfectly clean ; 1 put 
my lingfer into the muzzle — it was not smutted. I de- 
termined to satisfy myself, and got from a younj; woman, 
who was washini^ in the other room, a piece of cloan, 
white cloth ; — 1 drove it down half way the barrel, aud 
drew itont: it was not the least soiled, i then drove 
it down to the bottom of the barrel, and eitracted it; 
when it came out^ it was thoroughly clean on the sidos ; 
Lnt when it touched the bottom, there was a little dry 
dust. From the experiment, 1 am contiJent that pistol 
oould not have been tir^d 

Alosely. Did yon examine the glove-r-and which side 
did the ball enter? 

A. I examined the glove ; and the ball entered the 
inside, for it was cut smooth^ and the outside was torn, 
up ; the ball could not hRve been much larger than a 
huck shot. I saw Goodridge in bed ; 1 asked him if he 
had done any thing to (excite suspicioa ? he said he had 
some transactions with the hank at I'ortland, but bad seen 
nothing since he left Portland to excite suspicion ; and 
art«*r (|uitting Rxetcr, hesaw nothing to alarm ; and that 
ho ^topped when about a miio from the bridge and in- 
i|'ir'»d the distance. The next day ('apt. John ^-;l^^on 
ca'ne to me and expressed himself as rather hurt ut my 
8n^)icion« that the pistol had not been tired, and wault'd 
me to call ami Hoe CiooJridge, who would explain the 
arTair ; I accordingly did. Goodridge then said, that ha 
loaded one of his pistols in Kxetor, and cither the 
charge was drawn while he was paying bis bill, or else 
he had hy mistake taken the wrong pistol, and left the 
loaded one behind in his tnmk, and that, when it wns 
br' tight down^ we should know. I asked him why he 
htr.,^\\i powder and balls at Txitter ? Uq Kaid. ii» |ja'«>.njf 
j&'OiA JD«v«r to hxoior) he Urcd ^Si Uol.\i Uv& v>^Wv^^^^ 
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cause tney had been loatled a long time before, and that 
made it ucccssary fir him to procure fresh ammunition. 
Mr. Pafj^e desired mo lo load and fire that pistol, and to 
try it with powder, (be nnxt morningf ; 1 did, and it was 
c«n'«iderahly soiled., Pa^e said be would go over to 
Exeter, and purchase some of the same powder and 
make an experiment with it ; und-Goodridg'e afterwisirds 
told me that they had tried it, and that the rag camQ 
out dry. 

Mostly, Would not loading and drawing the charge 
soiut the pistol ? 
^,A. I should'tbink it wontd. 

Mr. KUazer Wyer examintd' 

Mosely, Please to relate what was your business and the 
oircumstancee of yoursellingGoodridge a pair of pistols. 

W. I am a gold-smith and jeweller, in Portland. A 
few days before the news of the robbers, a peraeu came 
into my store and enquired for pocket pistols; I told bin 
I held no pocket pistols, but shewed him a pair of bra«s 
brrrelled, horse pistols; he asked the price — 1 told hiti 
nine dollars — he objected to it, a^ btMng" hi«^h, snid he 
was goin«f to Boston, where Ui*. ccfinn hay cheaper — and 
remarked a slight diffsTence benvecn the piitels, as 
they were not mates ; whether one was a little longer 
tlun the other, or one bell muzzled and the other not, I 
Crtnuot tell ; but my imprecision i?, one was hell muzxied. 
I told him the difference was so sligiit as to he hardly 
p^'i'ceptibie. lie after wardi) called again and paid me 
fo.' ihera, within about a dollar of what I first asked — 
t\.'?y '• ?iug second hand pistols, bought by me at auction, 
six months hnforc, 1 mavio the abatement. He wished 
for /lints — I (old hirti opposite to Burnham's, wht;re he 
sui'I !ie put up, he could buv them. While ho was there, 
a pcTson came in, whom I do not recollect, who addres- 
Sf d him ii9 Major Goodridge, and after he went out, I 
tbink he told me he was Major Goodridge of Bangor; 
he was i(uite pl^.a-fiant and talkative while in my shop. 

.M-fsely. Art* you confident Goodridge was preseot| 
and is he the man you sold the pistols to ? 

A. Y'es, although I never shvv him before la«t week, 
while Wdikioij iu liic «nU'y oi Uv^ ^'fe^t^C^^'^i^ bvQuse^ 
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1 saw M^ijor Goodrii^e with several pereon^J, and instant - 
\y re^ogfoized iiim. I called Capt. Sutton out of the 
bar room, aad pointed out Major Goodridt^e to hiin, and 
said, that lA Mr. G«odridgo. I wish to be distinctly un- 
derstood that these are exactly the facts ; for I have 
heard that it lias been reported, that he was pointed out 
to me. 1 had not seen him fr«m the time I sold him the 
pistoU, till I saw hirn in the entry : he is the man. I re- 
gretted the discovery, as I ^as in hopes it would prove 
that I waa mi$> taken. 

Solicitor-General. Please to describe (he pistols. 

A* 1 should think they were about nine inches on the 
barrels in leng'rh, of rather an ordinary kind o{ brass — . 
KetlanJ k C^o. on the locks, and London. I think, there / 
iVHS a mark on the barrel, cut with an engraver. 

Jacob Adams examined. 

Mostly. How long have you beca acquainted with 
Major (^oodrid^e ? 

^l. From five lo s^vcnyeRn. 

Q. VYiKit conversation did you hr.vc with him, res- 
pecting Taber, while he was sick at J«hn Pearson's? 

J*. 1 had soma business with hin^ there about the last 
of December, or the first of .lanuarv. I conversed with 
him alone ; he told me he suspected Taher, for he s:mv 
him in Portlanvi, and brought him with him to Dover or 
Berwick in his slei^fh. He wishad me not to mentio:^ it, 
as he feared he mi^Iit abscond ; he addttd, it wof the 
mtm who was said to have robbed his father, and gsod 
formerly to sig« checks with him in Portland, Tabcr & 

80D. 

SeUeitor-GeveraL Are you p^ itivc h**! said he brought 
anybody with him in hii sl^.-gh; und miffbt not you 
mislake this conversalion for one you ftfi.erwsird3 had 
with him in Mr. Panisler^s o!^'c« ? 

A. 1 have a disiinct recoijpciion of tlio conversation ; 
the one I held wiih him in Mr. B-mister'*8 office^ was not 
tvi'O minates ia Ungth, anrl not a word was said ah'*ut 
Taher; but since I came here, ? hive seen Msjor Good- 
ridge, aad he says 1 mus' b'^ nistakeo. 

Drf. Carteret avd 3cUcii*« lertlmwwj — ' 

Sameafi in Kcnuistons' aia\-,— iv^^^^ ^^^ -w^i ^vi«^ 
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in his side, and must have seen them had there been anj; 
for they examined him c\ofie\y. 

JVctlianiel Keyzer examined. 

.Mosfhj. What time diil you pass the bridg^e ? 

.']. ] c:ime to the bridge about 15 minutes before nine^ 
in comj^nnj with Major bhaw. We both had our wag- 
goiis loaded with wood ; we stopped at the taveni — 
went and took i^ome refreshment ; as we started and 
went over the bridge the beil rung for nine. Just at 
the top ot the JiilJ^ we heard the stage ; it passed us 
30 rods ahead, and within a rod or two, I passed a small 
rnan walking slowly under the fence, towards the bridge ; 
jiiHt before we got into State street, ahorse came up to 
m from behind, which followed ut) down to the stable, 
and was then turned out ; the next day it proved to be 
Major Goodridge^s horse. 

Aid j or Thomat Pearson eaamined. 

Jdoi&ly. Was you at home when Major Goodridge 
cunie to search y^ur father's house the second time, and 
what did he bring with him ? 

Ji. lie brought "^winne.rton with him, with his metal- 
lic roda and wilch hnrel. * 

Philip i^aylci; exnmitied. 

Mosfhf. Did yon know that JacKnjai.* had an intention of 
gr.ing: to Ncw-lorl;, ?ome lime before the robbery took 
place ? 

j1. \es ; for 1 h«d a son living in New-York, and I 
wished him to do sonic bii>ino*3 with him for rac ; thii 
wnn Ht Icji^t r i«irt'.ii.?ht previous lo the robbery. About 
a week aT^or. I siivv i-ini in Kostoun and he told me he 
wa>< l.»onTid JO N?w-Vork, and would take my paj^crs for 
ijio — but 1 )r4(! not tnem with me; he then talked of 
gr.ing by wHtrr^, :tnd RjeatioBed 'he name of the vessel 
lu which be pro|i'5s*?d to iake passage. 

(y(. T.'id he evirxe any solicitude to aveid you ? 

.fi. Py liO means — he told me where be put up,ia 
ChDrJttStcn. 

Copt. K'ipkaht BrBwn examined. 

J\'tuse1y, AVhat do you know of Jackmnn^s intcntiMI 
fl^^'o to \i vv-Y*rk,\^ieV\*vv*Vc\ V.\v^ cofcbery ? 
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•is weeks before tbe robbery, he came to mj store nnt 
told me he had inleulions of going to New York in a 
short time, and that he wad unable to pay me a small 
bill, which he was owing to me, but would paj me when 
' he returned — for he expected to get some money there 
— and wished that I would snpply his family, while 
lie was gone. I did in part, but not much. 

David Lawrence examined, 

Mosely, How long was you with Joseph Jackman that 
evening, and where. 

Jk. I wa swith him at Miss Martinis hoiise^ the Aext door 
leighbor, from twilight till nine o^clock ; he c;ime there 
to see Capt. Moody, a captain ef a packet who was ex- 
pected in that evening, but Moody did not come ; we 
w:iited for him till nine o^ciock, when we went out : I 
heard the bell ring. 

Solicitor^GeneraL Where did he go ? 

A. I presume' he wont home. 

Mits Martin examined. 

I live in Newb"irj]port, and that t^. veiling bad been out 
a visiting and started to come borne at seven o'clock. 
The clock struck when I came out of the door, f went 
directly home, and as it was abcrut a mile and H half dis- 
tance, I was about half an hour facing home. When I 
fet home, I found Jackman within — he staid there after 
Returned ag^ed hour and a half till nine. 

SnUcitor'General, How do you judge it was nine o'* 
clock ? 

'A. 1 know it mu^t have been from the tine be etftid 
after I returned. The next morning he stepped in anil 
told me he heard of the robbery last nighty near the 
bridge. 

Jiffy. Grijfin examined. 

Maselif, fitate what you know. 

jflf. jackman was, during the whole eveninf^ at Mrfi 
ll»irtiiiN. He called before dark and said he believed 
Capt. Moody wa«< coming in, and that he would go home 
and ^et his coffee, anl r-MMrn an.: wtut till he Sfot «]p. 
H* n as gone not m'>»i' '.*i?ii^ • ';'^. !'.""• oi s*.* ):<>ut\ «>rid 
ttome back and •laid the whole «i\^u\u^\xiv\«sk%^ ^^\!>»:>^ 

II 
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Mr^. AtnroocI came in the course of the erening, iJanghter 
-of Mr. Brclt. 

SolicUor-GeneraL Did you hear the bell ? 

Ji. No, but I judg^ed it must have been as late as nine 
when he went away. 

Q. Your time passed very pleasantly ? 

A. Yes, very pleasantly, and innocenllj in conyer^ 
flation. 

Ebeneser Pearson examined. 

Moseltf, What time was it when Goodridge returned 
that night ? 

A, 1 should think about half past nine. He was with- 
out a hut, witli blood on his face and hand. I called up 
1^1 r. Klias Jackmun and he went after Dr. Carter, in my 
ehaise. 

Ehtnezer Pearson^ jr. examined, 

^ofiely. Wliat time did Goodricfge pass the bridge 
-that iii^rht? 

•/]. 1 kept the toll gate, and he pns<(ed just before nine^ 
while Keyficr^s and Shawns waggons were at our house, 
III was gone a iuU hour, I should jnr^^^e, when ho came 
baok — he seized upon Miss H. Jack man, who was going 
oiit — she returned in a fright ; we went out and a *lrng- 
gle ensued to hold him still : ho called us all robbers, aiid 
b'' came in at last, and then he wanted to go np to the 
place to search for his watch, for he said, perhaps the rob- 
bers might have left it — he went up, and was brorght 
back ; some persons went up afterwards to search and his 
w ♦ch was found clo«e under the fpnce. He wanted 
P< *tor to ge up alone to look for a memorandum. 

Q. H9W long af^er him did the waggons pass ? 

Ji, Within ten minutes. 

Dr. Spnfford examined. 

Mf'Srly. Did you soe any cuts «r holes in his side ? 

A. No, 1 nev^r discovend any cuts or bruises ; he 
enTuplnJTJod of pain in his «irlo, and on ii<c<>unt of his 
cofT'jdpints I made the applicntit'Pf. 

Solicitor Gfvtral. Did Dr. Baii^li communicate to yoE 
Jlis su*|»!rion«« ? 

4 J\o, he did not. 
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Dr. Oeorf^t Osgood examined. 

Solicitor-Geu'eral Did you attend Goo^rtdg'e after be 
hdh Newburyport ? 

A. Yes ; when he came into my Deighborhood I nras 
called in; I exumincdhis hand — bis pulse coutiuued fee- 
ble ; 1 gfnve hino some medicine, and made some appli- 
cations to his sale — to which side it was I am unable to 
say. Within a fortnig^ht past, 1 have seen a scar on his 
iNreast, just below the pnp. — fioodridge, while at Dan- 
veri9, walked lame, and complained of injury in his hip ) 
I ordered for him a plaster and dressings with sweet oil. 

John Page examined. 

I watched with Goodridg-e the night aAer the robbery* 
Dr. Spofford told us not to let him sleep more than 15 
minutes at a time ; in the momiag he said if Goodridge 
had been a well man he could no more have slept with 
auch a blister on his back than if there had been a coal 
of tire. 1 also heard him tell Mrs. Jones that the fo- 
mentation applied to his side would do as well for the ex- 
ternal as the internal wound. 1 saw the two cats in his 
aide, one an inch and a half long, and the other half an 
inch. About three or four weeks after, I obtained the 
D^ctor^s permission to have him removed to Danvers. 

Solieitor-GcHeral, Did you fire the pistols i%ith the 
same powder? 

A, 1 did ; and the rag did not appear to me more dir- 
ty than that Capt. Howard showed me. 

Q. Did yau accompany him in his search at the Ken- 
nistons' house, and at the bridge ? 

A. Yes — and we found at the Kennistons^ some of his 
property, and at the bridge, in the necessary vault, soraa- 
of hi4 wrappers. 

Q. Did you first give him information respeating Ta- 
ber? - 

^ A, Yes — I had heard from M^Kennister that Taber 
had been to the eastward about that time, and was a suS" 
fiicious character. 

Major Goodridge^s pistols were then produced. 
Mia$ Pri$ci\\a Jonfi txoTi«.i\i.d« 

Solicitor General. Did yo\i Vlxloyi ^l '^j^>w\i\^'C%».^^ 
bskfiiig tbe§e pistols? 
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A, I knew of my brother'f baying a pair of pistols 
three yean sioce — I faw tbem one day by accident. I 
saw tlicse piHtols at Capt. Pearson^, and thought them 
the same 1 had before seen. I think they are the same 
pistols. 

Capt, IJffward called by the defendant'^ s counsel. 

(Cape. H examines the pistols) 1 think they are the 
same pisttols that Goodridgc had at Capt Pearson^s, bnt 
the locks look different. 1 will not say they are the same 
lock3,.but they look much brighter and better. 

Mr. Wyer examined. 

Mosely. Are the^e the pistols you sold' Goodridge ? 

A. They have the same appeanmce with the pistols I 
sold, and I have no doubt of their being the same ; but I 
wiii not «vire&r to th«m, because it would be almost as dan- 
gerous abto swear to money; — I perceive one of these 
ptHtois is bell buzzled, and the other not — one is a little 
lonirer tkan the ethec. 

Solicitor-^treneral. There were letters cut on lac guaru 
•«^sbould you not have remarked them ? 

A. Yes — but they might e»sity have been pnt on sincei 
and me plate of the lock appears to have been ground; 
anu i{ Ketiaad k, Co. had been there, the letters might 
have been ground out. 

Abigail Goodridge examined. 
I know my bretber at Lyndcborough four or five yean 
Ago had a pair ot'pistols<, brass barrels. I think they are 
tlio same, they have the same appearance. 

Ed-xard Ferry examined. 
I took a pair of pistols from Mies Page to clean — these 
are the pistols. 

Solicitor-Geneml. These locks the some ? 
A, Yes — 1 boiled the locks, and in order to distinguish 
them ! marked them on fhe inside with a file. [He ex* 
amines them, and finds on one the marks ; this one was 
Sharked more distinctly than the other.] 

Q. Was there any marks of Ketlnnd & Co. on them? 
A. 1 do not recollect any, and I think 1 should have 
Been it had it been on those. \c\t^\i^d.^t. Vhe same time 
• pair ofpocket piatoVa {ot 'NIlw^ V?^^. 
Mosely. Were the \)*i%to\i m^V^*^ 
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A, No. 

Q. Why was it necessary to mark the locks ; would 
it Dot he more correct to try the locks, than lake th^f 
' trouhle of mnrkinjB^ them Y 

A. 1 do not know — I marked them. 

Q. How ftame you to mark them both ? 

*.?. I did mark them both one after another to distui- 
guish them. 

Q. Are you a gaosmith by trade ? 

•4. I am in part. 

Q. Hire you followed the milk market in Salem for 
three or four years past ? 

A, Yee, I have. 

Q. Of course you hare not done much at the busines* 
lately? 

.4. No — only what I have done for Miss Page. 
Kbemzir StedmiLn examined, 

Solicityr-GeneraL Did you receive a letter contain* 
ing money that was found that night ? 

A. Yes — containing 75 dollars. I went up to the 
place next. morning, and examined the spot, and found 
inf^ide of the field the screw of the pistols ; the 8cr«w 
went in so loosely, that the least motion of the pistol 
must throw it out. I saw tiie pistol. 

M^sely, Do you not think the lock has been changed ? 

A, I think the cock of the pistol would not stand at the 
half €ock, and this does ; but perhaps I did not bring it 
far enough back; the lock appears brighter. 

John Page called. 

Mosely. Do you recollect of the screw being loose ? 

A, YeS| it was ; Goodridge took the pistol away with 
bim. 

Samuel F. I^aviit examined, 

Solicitor-General, Did you see the pistols after the 
f obbei^ ? 

A, Tes — when we went to search nt the Kennistoni^ 
I saw them at Coffin^s — I am very positive they are the 
tam«. I know they had not Ketland & Co. on the locks. 

Q. What did you find in that search ? 

J, A 19 dollar biU A»d 3 doublooiiA. The bill hsji 
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the name of James F«or of Baiig;or written on the teck 
of it. 

Masily. Describe the findiog^ of that bill. 

A, We went into the west room and arretted tb« 
prisoners^ and searched. There was a door which 
opened into a long back room, which was fastened, and 
I sent a girl round to open it, and then entered that 
room ; and then went into a bed room, in the nortkwest 
comer of the house ; I went to a chest of drawers, anA 
in the second (Sraw found this bill. I tho't it counterfeit, 
and threw it back again ; it was aflerwards fennd tber# 
and carried to Goodridge, aad it proved fo be G^s bill. 

Q. Have you not stated in former triak that the door 
of the bed room was fastened, and that was the reisoar 
why it was impossible for Goodridge to have gone there 
^ before you 7 

A. No. 4 have stated as I do now. 

William B. Banister^ Esq. 

Mosely. Did not Leavitt state it was the door of tho- 
bed room which was fastened ? 

A, I have always so understood it. 

Parker Th^rndike^ Esq, 

Mosehj. Did not Leavitt swear at the Kennistons^ iA 
al as I have now stated ? 

A. I have this momifig examined my minutes, and hft 
jid state that the door of the bed room was fastened. 

Leavitt called, 

Mosely. Why then was it impossible for Goodrid^ 
to have got into that bed room, as well as the girl tcr 
have gone round ? 

A. It was perhaps possible, but he did net do it^ for 
I should have seen him go out of the room where 1 
then was, which he did not. 

John Pearson, 

Solicttor-General Was there not another letter wiA 
money in it picked up ? 

A. Yei, there was,, containing fifVjr dollars for Ifr. 
Curtis — the moncv was not enclosed, but tucked in be* 
tween the folds of*^ the letter. I pulled it out. 

Thomas CurHs called. 

Thht i? part of a receipt for money which I gave 
' My or Goodridge about two 3e»x% oiuk^.^* 
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Mr. Bradshaw called, 

I picked up the pistol and put my finger into it-r- 
I saw also blood on the horse^s right shoulder, a place 
where it had trickled down. 

Mr, Potter called, 

I saw him, as I have before stated, and he said he wa# 
among robbers, and wished me to take a lantern and go 
and find his things alone. 

Mrakam A, Dame examined, 

SolicUor'General. Are jou knowing to the eircum- 
•tances of Qoodridge ? 

j|. He lately applied to me to draft an assignment of 
his property for the benefit of his creditors. The 
amount of his debts was about jflT^OO, the estimated 
yalue of his property about j^llOOO ; ({4000 in real 
estate in the District of Maino < ^2000 ^in accounts ; 
^000 in notes ; and about |{I700 m goods and stocks 
The creditors have discharged him, and all have come 
in, except some who were otherwise secured. 

Moiely. Where do these creditors principally live ? 

J. At Boston. 

Zadock French called, 
, I was a creditor of Goodridce^ and concoived the 
estimate a fair one. I was perfectly secure for my de» 
mand, for I had his property in my hands, and I made 
arrangements that I should be paid iny debt, and the 
others take and divide the rest, and if there was any 
overplus it was to go to Major Goodridge. 

Major Goodridge called. 

Solicitor-General, Was you sensible that night of har*^ 
jDg your mouth stopped with a silk handkerchief f 

Jl, Y^ — they took my handkerchief from my neck 
Imd thrust it into my mouth. 

Moody Pearsone examined. 

Goodridge told me be fired hb pistols between Dover 
imd £xeter, because they had been lon«1«^d so long. 

Major Goodridfi^e. 

Mo$eiy, Did you think when you saw Taber in Dot* 
ton that yon had seen him before 7 

A. 1 thought his oountepance was fftmilinjr to me, that 
I had seen him in Salem some years before. 
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Capt. William Dodge examined. 

Moseljf. What did Goodridge tell you about the woTini 
OD hi^ head ? 

A. He told me that the robbers cut the back of hit 
bend opCD) whether it was with a knife or cutlass^ I can- 
not tell which. 1 made a motion to feel of his head 
•with my hand, for the place, but he drew his hat down, 
and said it was healed up now, and nothing could be 
perceived. 

Stephen ^PCormic called. 

Judge. I am rcqiiestedby the Jury to enquire, whe- 
ther you said it was impossible for Goodridn^e to have 
gone into that room, without your seeing him ? 

A, I did say so, and 1 now say so, 1 was searching in 
the ch.nmber oppo!(ite before Jackman came home, and 
the floor was op{>oaiie, and I should have secQ him. 

Mr. Hoyt called. 

Judge. Flow long had you been in the house before 
Jackman came home ? 

A. About 20 or 38 minutes — ia about €t or 8 minutes 
after Win papers were found ; and we staid after that 
15 or 20 minutes. 

Robert Elwcll questioned. 

Mosely. Did you see Goodridgc while he was in New- 
York ; and was you in that search ? 

A. Yes — I boardei with him at Mr. George Sibly's ; 
was in the search, went up stairs, and climbed up itt« 
the oock loft. The chamber which I thought was Jack- 
man^s was in the second story ; however I hare bo dis- 
tant recollection but all the chambers in the house were 
searched before Jackman -came home'. I never heafi 
of the doors ef any chamber being locked. I thought 
we wont into the cockloft te search for him, I suppos- 
ing him te be in the hovsc, and because there was no^ 
thing else remained to be searched. 

r/illktm B. Banister^ Etq. called. 

Moeely. Have you net always heard Goodrid|)e swetr 
en former trials that he did not know Taber till he saW 
him in toston 7 

A. That is my impres8ioB» 
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TRIAL OF JACKlttAN k GOODRIDGE. 

Qommonwealth of Massachusetts — Essex ss. 

April Term, 1818. 
INDICTMENT. 
Atthn Supreme Judicial Court of the Commonwealth 
•f HASdachusetts, be^in and holden at ';)Swich, within 
an'l for the said county of Essex, on the 4th Tuesday •f 
April, in the year of our Lord one thon«and eight ipm- 
di'cd and eipfhfeen, the Jurors for the said Common- 
w aUh, upon their oath, present — that Joseph Jackraan, 
resident in Newburvport, in said county of Essex, trader^ 
€»n the nin<»teenth day of December, 1816, at Newbury^ 
in the said county of Essex, neither was with firce 
and arms, nor with force and Tiolcnce ; but Elijah P. 
Ooodridge, with force and violence, shot Ms ow& brtn4 
•with his own pocket pistol without the least doubt, th^a 
passed the villago, for the place is now called ShamfMJf, 
and MMitx HA, Bridge. Th^ii £« F. Goodridg^ Uijr« w vUe 

same pistol into liie river, that must be nis object' in 
ffciiig over (0 Mr. Pearsons ; he could uot have any other . 
object— Elijah P.Goodridgc^ in the said pence af the said 
Ciimiiionwealth, then and there bein?, feloniously did 
putsimdrv bank bills to the amount of 36 dollars m the 
field ; and hud some smill change, and one or more 
pieces of gold, and a very new gold watch carHullj 
placed uuder the fence— a.l was supposed to have been 
dane by the hand of said Elijah. There Elijah P. Good- 
ridj'e did rob himself against the said peace of the said 
ComiiiOMwealth, and contrary to the form of the statute 
io such case made and previded. 

TJiursday morning, at ten o-clock, the ^ury were eal- 

pannelcd fur trial. 

Jurors. 

Stephen Barker, Andover, Foremaa. 
David Emery, Newbury 
Gibbins Adams, Newbury. 
James Darling, Beverly. 
Abraham Edwards, Beverly. 
Nathaniel llawkes, Saugus. 
Jo^ph TuAfl, Dauvera. 
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Jarnea Abbot, Andovcr. 

iJ'^ii'-imin Hawea, Salem. 

Aniofl Biirham, Ipswich. 

BenjamiD Taster, MaDcbester. 

Jacob Greculeaf, Newbnryport 

Judge. 

Honorable Charles Jackson. 

Counsel for ike Goinmomocalthm 

lion, Daniel DaVis, Solicitor General. 
Covntel for the Prisoner. 

Hon. Daniel Webster, Boston. 

Ehenezer Moselv, Esq. Neivburyport 

Anili'^<v Tliinlup. £«q. Salem. 
jifaj. Gwidrulge. I led Bangor for Boi«(on, at it 
«STial for me to do, and travelled on my joumey at a 
moderate rate, not hnrrjing. I found it bad at Exeter. 
1 concluded to leave mj sleigh and procure a saddlat wA 
go on to Boston on horseback^-calltd at a pnblic hevWi 
gave my hn^gage to the bar keeper, and applied to Od- 
lin for a saddle ; returned and dined, and waited twa 
hours ; left there, as usual, and loft part of my baggage. 
After I had got a mile from Exeter, fonnd it growing 
dark. Befora I left Exeter, I took one cf my pistols ia 
the portmanteau, and left the other. Stopped at Ke.a« 
«in(rton to enquire the way ; not being familiar to me, 
1 misTsod the way and btruck tlie river road, and fnllofred 
it to the Bridge. I paid my toll and cre««ied the bridge. 
As i waff asceiiffing the hill I wai; alarmed by a per*oa 
darting tVom the side ; the horse sprancr and nearly 
threw mt* oiF. He seized the hor^e, and demanded my 
money in a rough voice. 1 told him to wait, and cocked 
m\ plpto* Hud meant to shoot him. .1 have therecoileo 
tionof firinrmy pistol — the next thing 1 recollect tKij 
were carrying me over the fence, more tiian one. They 
were cnrrying me into the field ; choked me, and F enva 
inysolf up to them. 1 pretended to Ve disabled, and w I ."B 
they went, 1 started up and called for assistance ; tiia 
per'«ons returned, had mn down ; a person then sprai:g 
on uiv side an ' stopped my tT\c^>u\i 
/ n^collcct notiiine fuTlVicr \\\\ \ w-jv^. ^V >\\^\ivV'^^» 
I§h;¥ Totter, whobroughV iu wi\ Wivs^tg^-k ^^^>a5^^^ 
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land dressed. "Recollect nothing further in paflictt* 
ar. Noxt day sanr John Pearson, who proposed r^* 
aovifig me to his house, because the tavern was ho 
loiajr — Staid there s«me time ; was eniIeavorin|>; to fiud 
mt a cJue to the robbery. Met with M'Kinstry at 
[.ynn, who informed me that he suspected Tab^r, a 
n.n of very b.id c aracter. Pag^e niistruv^ted hii>\, ai 
Taber was down in that part of the country ; and 
laid if the case was his he would look for Tabor, and 
endeavor to frij^hten or perstiade him out of something. 
He told me where to look for him. I met him near the 
Markot, and took him aside, and talked with him ; he told 
nr.e nothing, hut gave me hints. Before he left mc he 
saidl he would tell m% if I would keep it a secret ; he 
fearin<T some evidence, agreed upon another interview ; 
my friends cautioned m«» that Taber might deceive ine» 
Talker evidently avoided me ; I «aw him and he totd me 
of .the robbery, and that they had divided the money, 
if they had not spent it. Taber told mc of the two 
Kennistons and Jackman. I consulted wi1!i two or throe 
friends, and we agreed to begin with the Kennisions. 
I went to IN^ew-York to arrest Jnckman. After 1 arriv- 
ed there, I found some diificulty in finding where he w;i«t, 
and learat at the jail that he had been liljcrated, ami I 
applied to the police office for a warrant ; from the 
6lhtothe 13th of April f«nnd that he had been with lug 
Wothep — went to his house on a Sunday in the afier- 
DOOQ, and found he was out ; in the house the woman 
Tffused to tell where he was. From sem«»thing which 
the officer learnt we expected he would return sonn^ 
and stationed sentin(.> Is. Mrs. Jackman whispered t«. a 
lK)y, who attempted to go tut ; kept every thing ^lill 
ikaif an hour — Ja«kman came home and was arresr d. 
We then proceeded to search the bourse, and found Hie 
papers and receipt in his room in the third story. Alter 
ID eipla nation, he was committed to Bridewell, whe;e 
iic remained till he was sent for. 

\ was robbed of 1086 dollars in bills, 31 doubloons, 
t3 guineas, 7 or 8 half doubUnns, 8 Louis d'orv- a ><1 
fome smM change, and half eagles ; bolides l ha<i s* .oe 
koodred doUan which were ia U'ttci's, and were |or 
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•thcr people. The bundle woe took which they wert 
in ; there were 43 (IoHhi'a beloD^incr to utlier men, be- 
iucf v/itn xuy own thin;rs which were lost. The paperi 
found were taken »nrl t ;!.ked in the police office. 

I'roducod iwd exfuip-itied. 

Juckman ciiiins the papers as his. Wehster calls for 
frhe pistol. 

Ijetl Bangfor 10 or 12, A. M. armed myself with tho«e 
pis.ols — hro if^ht thtm — «^id not know r»r any particMap 
circunistriuce tn exnie ?ila.m — had heard of a robi«*»rj 
in (he District of Mninif ; and heard of a tandlonl f%!iO 
hiid r&lihed a pcrbon, which had some effect on me after 
the rohbcry. 

}9'cbiter. What has become of the old ramrods that 
wore ill those pistols atlho tCennifftons^ trials t 

Ji. I have bcon shootingf at a mark with them. 

^ Who was with you ? 

^. rir. Osgooil Hp(T others. 

(V,. Well maj i ask you again what has become of the 
old rods ? 

J. They are wora out, broken and g^e. 
Q. What ha<i become of the brass that was on the 
hend of the rods ? 
Jl. It is lost. 

^. What has become of the worms or screws that 
were on the old rods ? 

j3. There was none. 

Q Do you undertake to say that yon drew yoor 
charades every day on your journey without worm or 
tcrew ? [O. was at a loss what t« say] I tell yon, Major, 
to answer the question. ^ i ^ • 

JI. 1 belicye there was a screw on one of the rods. 
I have no recollection of enquiringf for pist«ls in Port* 
laiid, and did not buy any tht re. Eight or nine ye«irt 
ajfolboaght them on board of a packet, on a voyage 
iiom Eastport to Boston. I bought bullets at Exeter, 
because those that I had were too large. My pistob 
WM-e unloaded between Dover ahd Exeter; I think 
biiih. All my bullets were of a size, I whittled thrm 
</r?wnaf J'»r.p.oi,pTobAy/^wi ^K Lutnam's— drew my 
ciiargpes Mt Po tUdn^l^ at l^\icu«]ii^i« IS^^ v^xm^vcn >3e)m1 
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tm mj knew1ed(|^e till I reached Exeter — ^while I IiTed 
with Garland, kept them out of his sight. For the last 
three years no person had seen them except myself, 
for 1 was afraid they would borrow them to fight duels 
with. 

First accused the Kennistons — ^found in their house 
one 10 dollar bill, 3 doubloons, and silver money — never 
stopt to examine it till we got to Major Coffin^s, before 
the justice — did not re««gnize it until he examined 
it closely. 

We stopped at Coffin's to sup ; — one doubloon was 
fuand in the pocket book, in the pantaloons pocket. I 
am not puflitife whether I had been there or not — 
searched at Pearsons'-^was assisted by Page ; Upton 
found at :!ie second search cover? — Swinnerton went to 
search for the rods. Swinnerton was there the greatest 
part of the day ; he was there the last after they had 
oeen round-<-he asked whether aay thing remnined 
there. Pearson, he says, was unwilling for mc to 
search. I think 1 bought powder at Kxeter — bought one 
or two ouaees — was not very good — wanted better ; I 
bought a penknife at Exeter— carried my bills next to 
my skin first, and <ifterwards outside of my under waist- 
coat ; all except about one hundred dollars in uncurrent 
niOney. 1 endfeavored not to travel in the night, after 
1 left Bangor — travelled till 8 the day 1 reached Rruns- 
wick-^id not travel any other night. Found Taber by 
the description— enquired for Taber at a tavpm ; the 
room was in the 3d story, front room, with a bed in it , 
BOOie women refused to let us search, aad they did not 
tell us where he ^as ; one woman said ^lie knew, but 
wovfld not tell me. Some porsons said Jackman was 
lacked up; 1 orif^r^d the officer to ©pen the door — the 
door of the room v. •:. oprned hy forco — have no recollec- 
tion of goiag up tnt'iher : the women were together 
when the conversation was past. Candles were not ob- 
tained till after he lyi^ arrested. I got a young man 
who had been in the prison to get i^ome, and I sjid I 
winid (rust him. 1 did not know he had a brother ia 
■ew-Vork. 

IS 
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f reeeiTed a ball through my hand, t blow on By 
head, and cute on my side ; my side had poultices sd it-^ 
found out as soon as any other injuries. Dr. Spofford 

Faulticed on the back — a blister was applied to my head; 
have no doubt, 1 told Spofford the next day, he knew 
my condition and applied blisters. 

I recopiized Taber to be a man I thought I had s^en 
before. Three or four week^ after I spit blood. I took 
advice of Dr. How, where I boarded in Boston. I did 
net intend my clerk should know any thhig — all left their 
things with Miss Cobam, and put aside their money be- 
fore they went — no person searched another ; the prop- 
osition did come from me. 

George W. Pickering examined. 

A few days before Goodridge went away, I vFent inta 
the store, and he was counting money ; he asked me to 
assist him ; I did. 1 saw eight louis d^ors, eight halt 
doubloons, 40 silver dollars, one French republican, 70 
dollars in small bills, 2i0 dollars bills New-England bank, 
and a 1^100 bill af the Boston bank ; there were other 
1^100 bills ; there was a quantity of gold, doubloons and 
guineas, fram twenty to twenty-five pieces — some other 
bunches of bills, perhaps 2 or 3 hundred dollars^. Mr. 
Goodridge told me to m?ike a memorandum of $400 in 
three piles ; I made part of a memorandun. 1 copied 
the whole that is produced ; 1 never knew him to make 
any memoraadum of his papers. He asked me to make 
out a minate and keep the old one. The first time that 
I ever saw the yistols was at Daarera — never saw them 
before. 

Mr, P After examined. 

The evening of the robbery I drove a stage — past tha 
bridge at nine oxlock ; the bell rung just before I caste 
to the bridge; alarm came.-2 or 3 started and went up— 
saw Major Goodridge laying down near the fire. He 
put his head down and requested me to take care of 
him ; I told him he was in a safe place and wo«ld bt 
wpH taken care of; he appeared to have his rea8oa,bat 
was put to it for breath — had on a surteut, but no etiier 
•ofjijdp garmeat. I as.aa\ined them ; thej were bloodj 
Midi dirt J, as if he baA\i«eii quVXi^ ^vq.^^ H« askiSl 
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me to^o and find his things — snid he was amongst rob* 
hers — wpnt with Bradsbaw, and he found the pistol — 
saw the riiil down, and went into the field— saw uo marks 
of a person being, dragged from the field — found his 
Ynlise and portmanteau — found the letters and things, 
put them into a handkerchief, and carried them back ; 
some of the letters were broken open ; — ^found in 
a b^dge 1(6 dollars — saw a spot of blood on his hat in 
thfi field ; the pan appeared ta be trodden down. He 
asked Mr. Pike to look for the watch. Mr. May, Brad- 
•haw and Jackman found if rappers of gold one or two. 
Bradsbaw, who has some recollection, said when he pick- 
ed up the pistol, here is where they dragged hioeh 
J^Tathaniel Bradshtiw examined. 

Af^er Potter came home we were setting by the fire ; 
aaid his horse was scared by the alarm — and we went 
up. Potter said he knew him. Gooclridge liAed Dp his 
hand and asked them to go out and see if they could 
find his things ; we went «p the hill and found the riding 
whip ; as soon as I picked'up the pistol, I went back; I 
took it up, and saw the rail gone — found the things, car- 
ried them down. He asked for the memorandum, to 
ace what he had lost. A track appeared as if a manV 
heels had been dragging on the ground ; there was 
blood on the right shonlder of the horse. I picked 
vp a handkerchief and tied his things up in it. Good- 
ridge said they rammed it into his mouth. Potter and I 
carried him up stairs ; the back of his head was swelled; 
the comers of his mouth on each side were bloody. Thft ^ 
evidence lived at Philadelphia about six weeks ; since 
retuoved, and a year ago lived at Pertsmonth. Good- 
ri<^gc owned the handkerchief-^-does not recollect that 
he made mention of it to Upton ; he pointed out his 
m:ii*k to Potter on his hand. 

John Pearson examined. 

The first time I saw him was thr^ next morning at tb4 
bridge ; he appeared to be deranged and not to know 
me — went up again in an hour, and he apppeared to re» 
collect me ; he appeared very fuint, and said be had a 
grC'it pain in the back part oif his li'.*:id and sid*. 11% 
iid Bot look pale— he wai al m^ \iQ^aa^ \ ^f^^^^iJ^ v^^ 
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was atteoded by a physician for 10 dayi — had two watch- 
er^. 1 SHI? in his arm 3 small places and in his surtout) 
on the sleeve. A blister was applied to the hack part of 
his head, and a warm poaltice and wash. A great many 
people came t« see him, and it was thought best not 
to let them come. I saw his side almost every day— 
I never saw any wounds on his side — he never told of 
any cat — his sickness appeared from his declaration and 
movements for seven days — he could not be turned easi- 
ly. The applications were for an internal wo«nd — 
never saw any bruises on his head, or cuts in his aide* 
He ^old me he had discharged his pistols while coming 
from Dover to Exeter, because they had ucten so long 
loaded — he said he purchased powder in Exeter, and 
some was sent for to the store, and Mr. Page fired the 
pistols ; the cloth wa3 colored very considerably more 
than the cloth that Capt. Howard tried the other pistol 
with. 

Jlmelia Jackman examined. 

In the nearest house to the place of the robbery I was 
that night — 1 heard the report of the pistols before nine 
— I heard a cry as of a man in distress — I thought I heard 
two reports between hearing the pistol and the break* 
ing the fence — five minutes difference. 

Wehnter. Who did you tell this to first ? 

A. 1 never told it ta any person till after the black 
women were summoned from the poer house. 

Q. What is the reason. Miss Jackman, that you did 
not tell this before ? 

A, Because I thought it was our old horse kicking the 
boards down. 

Q. Do you know the difference now ? 

A, No, and I always thought itwa?, till Cobum came 
to see me. 

Zachariah DariSson examined. 

On the 20th day of Dec. 1 went up to the bridge — 
I found the place where the liorse had s^topped; next day 
the horse was brought to our stable ; there was blood 
sprinkled in the road, and there ivas some on his sboul- 
dev — two or three dro\>ti — \Ue horse's bridlo was under 
tbeieii fore leg, andWo\i§\\\.xxV ^"el V\i^ st^^^^v TL^ 
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blood seemed as if sprinkled around on the fronnd — was 
hard a» a flint. I went over into the field and found a 
screw to hin pistol, and it fitted the pistol — there wpt 
one wantinfiip — this screw fitted — that pistol and the pan 
was clear from smut, and the flint was not broken — 
blood was sprinkled towards where the watch was. 
The appearance was, as though Goodridge had shook 
it from his hand. 

Moses Hoit examined. 

I am a constable in the city of New-Tork. Some- 
time in April Inst year, Goodridge called on tie — inform- 
ed mo h(* had learnt that Jackman was in the city of 
New-York. Previous to that I arrested Jackman in a 
civil suit. Good ridge agreed to meet me on one Sun.laj 
morning, and did early. I went, and found Jackman 
was net at home — went again ; and I heard hid voice, 
though they said he was not at home — 1 attempteJ to 
search, and. Mrs. Jackman said the house should not be 
searched before Mr. Jackman came — she sent the hoj 
out and he was called back — there was an old French 
lady, who said he was gone out, and by and by they 
came in, and 1 put my hand out to seize him, siud his 
brother tried to liberate him ; he asked, why did not 
you tell what you wanted this morning T 1 would 
have come out to you ; aud said to Goodiidge, 
if I. had been a mind to, you never could have 
caught me. He then said, if there were any pa- 
pers found in the chambers, we had put them there ; and 
1 said, now Jackman, after looking over your paper:*, I 
thought you were inuocent ; he said, they nevci^ found 
them there unless Goodridgo put them there. The 
woman spoke broken English, and was a French lady. 
I did not go up stairs farther than the second story. 

Stephen M^ Connie examined. 

On the I3th of April, was called upon to go and ar- 
rest a nftm, and made an appointment, and met some 
gentlemen in the afternoon — went to the house. I went 
round the back way, the rest went in front, and it was 
enquired where he was ; we wore infor'ned hf. had 
(one oat to walk i on the right hand going up^ th« Jack- 

12* 
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nans at length came to the door, and he was arrested. 
Tie denied the charge. Afterwards Jackman went into 
the lower roona. We searched the chambers, where 
were clippings, anci found nothing — we then went into 
the front room of the second story, and found nothing. 
Wc then went into the front room of the third frtory, 
and there was a projection and a fireplace. Goodridge 
and Tyler nnd myself, and another, went info that cham- 
ber. 1 was there half a minute, and there in the chim- 
ney corner, we found 6 or 6 papew ; 3 of them were 
marked, 2 of them were gold covers, and 1 n receipt; 
they had the appearance, as the dirt had collected on 
them — the receipt 1 picked up, and snapped the dust off 
from it — there was two or three handsfull of dirt — Isaac 
Tyler took up the papers — 1 picked up the receipts and 
Tyler the doubloen covers. Goodritlge was the other 
sido Of the room, lie had not been in that room, and 
could not have been during that search. There were 
3 papers found and marked ; there were 2 or 3 papers 
not marked, and there was no scardiing till Jackman 
came home. I did not go up to my knowledge. I 
think none of them were up stairs. There was a closet 
door in the front room on the second tloor ; that closet 
was broken open, to see if there were any papers. 
Jackman said he slept in that room. 

Webster, Did not you say that Amos Jackman unlock*, 
ed the chamber door ? 

A, Yes, I did. 

Moses Hoit called again. 

At first Jackman said he was ten miles from the place 
— and Goodridge told me that Jackman staid at Misi 
Martinis that evening, with Mr. Lawrence, and another 
lady. Eleazer Wyer examined. 

\ live in Portland, am a goldsmith and jeweller by 
trade ; I had a partner in business. I sold to Goodridge 
a pair of pistols. Goodridge came to my shop and en- 
quired for pocket pistols. 1 told him those were better, 
and would tell at a distance. He went away and return- 
ed. I cheapened them, saying they were not mates.— 
Some person was prefti^nU axvd he then ealled bin by 
m^mey #r said it iva» Goo&i\^%«« \\)^>3^\.^^\si^v9A- 
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lion. I rlf!prrib*»(l them before sroinpf them na not mates, 
lit tiio last friul. I saw him in the K*4!«c>\ Cofiicc liunfle, 
ill one nfthe rooms on tho lefll, nnd discovered him with 
sevorai ^oiillomen. These I believe to l»e tho ])istoIs ; 
the lettoiM on the guard appeared to be brigfht ; there 
bus been a cbnnpfe of the rods. 1 gave a correct des* 
r.ription of the pistols. 1 had mentioned this fact to M'- 
Kiiisiry. 

Timothy Fletcher examined. 

About tivo ycufrf aj^o, Isold to Wyer tho pistols. I 
have no doubt that the^o are the same pistols. I moi;- 
tioncd to Mr. VVyer that eno pistol stock was dark nnd 
the* other li^ht ; one had the rnak('r''8 name on its stock ; 
th<M*e was a worm on one ramrod. He asked me if I 
could describe them, which I did before he mentioned 
them ; he then said, I did describe them. 

Gharl's Farh]f examhird, 

Mr. Wyer bought thrin of Kiotcher »$• Clannon. "fihort- 
\y nt\er, ho said he had sold them to the man that waa 
robbed. 1 have no doubt these are the same pistoln. 

Henry Hitzzry examined. 

I know Goodridge — boarded with him last June. In 
July 1 wasiti Portland ; I hoard of Wyer's story ; 1 men- 
tioned it to Goodridgo ; he naid he did not buy any pistols 
in Portland, but enquired for them in I^ortbind. 
Jonathan Smithy tlsq. examined. 

I saw Goodridge in Boston, March 1817. I told him 
I understood that be bought his pistols in' Portland : \i% 
told^me that he did. 

Horatio Perry examined. 

fVebsUr. Did you grind a pistol lock fur Dunlap ? 

A, Esq. Dunlap fetched me a pair of pistols marked 
Ketland and Co. on the plate of the lock, and wished mm 
to fpriiid one of the name*) out of the lock, and polish it, 
and flee bow long it would take me. 1 ground it out 
•ad polished it in 2Q minutes. 

Q. Look at Goodridge^s pistols, and see if those have 
the appearance of the names on the locks being grornd 
out. 

J. Yes, they have. The temper is taketL^^^C^C^^ 
Middlo of ^ii6 iock) lAd ettcU «^d'vk\Ax^« 
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9. Did yoQ ever see any brass barrelled pistok, but 
kad Ketland 4* Co. on the plates of the locks f 

A, No, I did not. 

Levi Bean examined, 

1 sold Goodridge some bullets at Exeter ; he came be- 
tween ] 1 and 12 o^clock; wanted a room ; he put pa- 
per round the ball, and said his balls were too large ; 
he left powder there on the table. When he went awnj 
I sold him bails. I recollect speaking of the singularity 
of him. 

Webster. How long did he stay at Exeter t 

j3. He left there about three o'clock, P. M. 
Charles Farley called again. 

Webster. Do you recollect of hammering one of the 
pistol screws in Portland? 

A. Ye>:, I did, because one of the worms was worn ; 
the screw was always loose, while we owned the pis- 
tols. 

Capt. Stephen Howard examined. 

Webster. Did jou go to the place of the robbery ? 

A. I went iip the next morning, and saw the glore. 
"The ball entered the inside of his hand. Observed the 
pistol — tried it — examined it with my finger, and found 
it clean — tried it- with a rag, and it came out clean — tri- 
ed it a second time, and found it clean, cfxcept the bot- 
tom, which had a little dry dust on it. i kept the rag. 
Dr. Carter was trying to give him a pill ; he would not 
take it ; I conversed with him ; he said he did not like 
to take medicine ; he said Dr Carter had been cutting 
and hacking him all night. He said he had done nothiiv 
to excite suspicions. Next morning, it was $>oid he boT 
powder and bail at Exeter. 1 asked him if he bought pow- 
der and balls at Exeter. He said he did ; for this rea- 
son, that he was out, and fired them because they had 
been so long loaded. Page called a few days after for 
the rag. I gave it to him, and he shewed me the rag he 
bad made use of, and it was considerably more dirty thaa 
the «*ag that I used. 1 saw no particular marks of injuryi 
excopt oD his hand ; the bed was bloody; he said be . 
loHtiei and unloaded his pistols every day en hin jeur- 
mej ; he left lu» ekei&h aA^^eX^x \ Vift v^\fc\A^\BL4 ^ae 
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tevywetk; hehever said any things aboat stabs^tiU 
Jackman's first trial. 

Doctor Carter examined. 

I was called at Peanon^s to attend a wounded man, 
and he was walkiagf fast about the room ; uttering inco- 
herent speeches ; he spoke about a watch, and said it 
was a very fine one ; and he must go and find it ; he 
weat out, and thej returned ; Elias Jackman and Samu- 
el VamuDi fetched him in ; he appeared lifeless, and 
was rery anxious for me to do something for him ; I felt 
hLs pulse, and found it good. Finally, I told Jackmam 
his pulsR was good, and his countenance fresh, and he 
wa^far from a dying man. Potter came up, and whis- 
pered with him; at length, he consented to hare his 
hand dressed ; I passed a probe through his haad ; he 
complaiaed of pain in his head and side ; now and then 
he would appear to be deranged ; 1 drew some blood. 
Next Doctor Spofford came He drank braady when 
he wai dressed ; there were some slight scratches on 
his arm. After I dressed his wound he appeared per- 
fectly rational. When Doctor Spofford came, we strip- 
ped him. No bounds upon hi^side appeared. 

Dr. Spnjford examined. 

On the morning a tier the robbery, T was called by 
John Pearson to altend Goodridge. Dr. Carter told what 
he had done ; I felt his puhe, it was rather hard. I was 
Galled in to gire him some pills. Goodridgc seemed 
Vetter. I «rave him some ether, and immediately he be- 
came a rati'>nil 'nj-i. In the afternoon he Wi»s carrit»d 
to JVfewburyjuj'i. juI nn tlio wav ho fainted, n« 1 Jhou9:ht; 
next day Jio he*- =iio d; liri-.w in ilio afternoon. Ether 
was given hiiii ;i;riin, an \ he b r.Ttir' rational HJETMn, and 
remained «•». Aj»piicn:i in^ -.v^n* ninle for hi:= «i'l?. I 
never h'^=ij J ot'any CTterial won "1 ill' moritli*; after. I 
nererlvjir! it sugfiff«»Tfd that he s'^t i)!ood while at 
Pear-^ 'V, vet he s.iid at the K'sii: li^iu^s'' trial, that he 
spit bio-'.i s^v'j-sinc^. 

D-^ct, Joshim G. Johnson cTSiinincd, 

I ca«!'v' •• Dr. 5^pofforci\s a fr'wdays aftor — nas invi- 
ted t- id «?co (To^^lritlg^. ;in'l vy.jnt. 1 e^amiaed 
his siJ^^ icnd there wasuo wound on it. 
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Webster. Should you have seen it if there had been 
anj there? 

A. Yes, I should ; I am sure there was no wound oa 
his side. 

Major Greenleetf examined. 

I am acquainted with smithes work ; It is evideflt that 
the locks hare heen ground. 

ATathaniel L Keyzer examined, 

I passed the hridge at nine o^clock ; on the hill I heard 
the stage. While we were passing, f saw a person to 
my right, walking up slowly along the fence, within 31 
rods from the place of the supposed robbery. 
Mr, Ebenezer Pearson examined, 

I took toll that night ; he passed just before nine o*« 
clock. Keyzer and Shaw were in the house five or six 
minutes ; they had been gone about ten minutes.- Good- 
ridge came back and seized Ifiss H..iackman — she re- 
turned in a fright. Goodridge violently seized me by 
the throat and charged me with robbery ; and proposed 
going to the ground to search to find his watch, saying 
the robbers might have lef\ it. ^ 

Major Thomas Pearson examined^ 

I was there when Goodridge came witir Swinnerton ; 
they went in to warm themselves ; I saw Goodridge 
come from the nreeRsary and go round the backside of 
the house ; I saw him while I w us attending a trayellcr'f 
horse. My father told me to watch them ; and when 
the party came in, Goodridge went to the necessary, and 
came back as I stated ; and he could have dropped 
muney if so disposed. Goodridge led Swinnerton all 
round there. 

Deacon Edward Dorr. 

I was sent for by Mr. Ebenezer Pearson to come !• 
the bridge ; when I came there I found Miss Meriam 
Smith and Elias Jackmari watching a number of pieQCf 
of gold ; they appeared very much alarmed ; neither 
would they touch it. 1 picked up the cloth and one pa- 
per — sent for hot water and poured round and fnuod 
thr* gold ; there were three inches of old and new suow 
0M it wtjich had melted down. 
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Bbifiezer Pearson examined. 

1 Aever was uavrilling^ to have mj premises searched ; 
I told ihem to search every thing till thej were satisfi- 
€d — and search hell and damtwtion if thej pleased ! 

A. Kennision examined, 

I am 49 years of age, and I am the father of Laban 
and Levi ; Levi went over to Ncwburyport to take his 
brother out of jaii ; they live by themselves with their 
sister to keep that part for them. Description of the 
house. My sons hnd nothing to do with the bed-room. 
The cellar was locked ; and I had seen no gold for 
twenty years ; my sons had no money ; Goodridge must 
have put the gold there, or it could not have been there. 

Capt. fVm. Dodge examined. 

I saw Goodridgc in Ipswich in Fel^ruary Inst ; he said 
he suffered much, and talked of his robbery — said his 
head had been cut open ; he said his side was bruised 
hat not cut. 

Miss Jane Williams examined. 

Then Webster addressed the Court : 

This, he said, is the lady tbat Goodridge and the twe 
New-Yerk evidences swore was French and Crcele — 
new 1 defy Goodridge or any of his associates to talk 
grammar with her. — Miss Williams, please to in- 
form the court wliat you know concerning Mr. Jack- 
man, while you was at New-York. 

Miss IV. I am American born ; my husband was loet 
at sea, about 9 years «iuce ; he was a ship master. 

SolicitBT'General. Who are your acquaintances in Boi^ 
ton? 

•^. Capt. Winslow Lewis, Joseph and Jonathan How. 

Q Are yen acquainted with Capt. Winslow Lewis ? 

A, Yes ; 1 was there ene aflernoon last week* 

S0L Gen. Please to go on. 

Miss. W.The first k no wlffJge that I had of Mr. Joseph 
Jeckman, he came te his brother's in N.York. Aboit 2 or 
3 months before Goodridge arrested him. ^ at that 
time lived in a house with his brother, Amos Jackman. 
I hired the front room and front chamber in the third sto- 
ry. At night Miss Jackman cam^ to me and teld me it 
wu her brother Joeephi and wnnti^i tv} OgmbSmx %&h. 
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spare bed for him. 1 told her she mis^bt hare it. lb. 
Bo^t, and Goodridge, and 7 or b, came and began 
search ; ihey all went upstairs. Goodridge wanted to 
know which was Mr. Jackman's chamber. I seat nqr 
hoy to shew him. 

Wekster. Was that before J ack man came here ? 

^. Yes, about half an hour. 

Q. Had thcj searched the whole houde before Jack- 
man came home ? 

J. Yes, thoy had. 

Q. Was there any lock on Jackman^s chamber door? 

^. T^o, there was not. 

Q. Was there any fire-place in Jackman^s chamber t 

Ji» No there was not. 

Q. Was the cbuDiher clear ? 

•d. Yes, it was. 1 cleared it out myself. 
- Timothy Gi-idley (txuinined. 

I was proi^ent that aight. They suid this was fhegen- 
tlenj;m that had been robbed. The Doctor was sitting 
by tlH:; lire. Hisfnceand forehead were bloody. I'he 
Doctor asked him if more than one had robbed him. He 
said in a boasting manner, do yon think one peifton 
coh1(I rob me ? I told Mr. Pearson that it was not safe 
for Mr. £lia« Jackman to go with iioodridge afiter his- 
watch, for I believe he has robbed himsejf, and that ha 
won>(l kiil Mr. Jackman, and he had better send his son 
Bp alter him. 

Capt. Eliphalet Brown cxemin^, 

I know that Juckmnn talked of going to Now- York & 
month {.rcxious to the rohhery, and made a settlement 
With me respecting a deht. I was present when Gsod- 
ridjre searchod Jackmar/d house. Thev searched the 
whoie house. G(»o<!ridgc said at that time that he consid- 
ered Jackmun inniccnt. 

Airs. Martin examined. 

Jackman was at my lionse that evening, the 19fhof 
Dt'ctmbr.r. Miss At wood and niyf»eH' had 1 een risiiing; 
I I'fttunied about half past seven oVIock. I fciin^ lim 
there, and Mis? Griffin and l.aurence ; it was seven when 
Ifitiirlvi a?)d it took mo hall an honr to get home. He 
ttjud till nine oxLock; w\keii \i^ \suuV^'\V\v^ ^tet nine 
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Miss Fanny Griffin examined, 
Jackman came in before coffee — went home, then rt- 
•imed anJ «taid the whole evening. 

David Lawrence examined. 
Joseph Jackman was en the 19th December at Miss 
Martinis the whole evening. 

Webster, How far to the bridge ? 
jff. Twe and an half miles. 
W, Who was in company with yon and Jackman ? 
j9. Miss' Ghrlffin, Miss Brett and Minn Atwood were 
tkere from before 7 till 9 o^clock ; heard the bell ring 
~fbr nine when we went out at the door. 

Dr. Spofford called again. 
Isaw the surtout: the ball entered on the inside of 
the cuff — it was burnt. 

James Pike examined. 
I went up to the ground that night the second time. 
He requested those who went up first to look after liis 
watch. We found it laid carefully under the board, fnce 
upwards, with the seal laid up lightly on the grass, about 
four reds from the place where the fence was down. 
We found near the watch a place broken up, and a <lol- 
lar and two pieces of gold in the road near the place 
where the blood was sprinkled. 

Samuel Vamum examined. 
I went up to the ground that night the first time with 
Goodridge and Jackman. Goodridge appeared to fnint 
away; andsaitf if we looked we should find his vTrit<frh 
aad thingf<<-We brought him hack. Bradsha*? has 
with him, &id there were no marks on the ground, n«r 
conld there have been any, for it was frozen ai^ hard as 
a tliat. AAer we weat over into the field, we fouiul the 
bi^od sprinkled down by the fence all along to fbe 
watch ; it laid carefully under the board, face upward, 
« talking ! 

Capt. John Jackman examined. 
I went there that night. Potter and I went np nnd 
ilrst found the whip, and two or three r«ds lui'tier 
found his pistol. Potter and 1 picked up hht pj»tel. — 

13 
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Rradsliaw came up, and took the pifstol. Potter found 
th-'c^apin the t'eice, and the vali'»e, pocket-book and 
piipera. VVc foind among the papen a bunch of bank 
bills. We foiinil a bunch of billets., in a pile. No bUod 
on the handkerchief nor the papers. 1 found a knife 
hriil'opeB. M,v brother picked it up and Baid it might 
belong to ihe robbei*. We found ^.Qother knife — Good- 
I'id^e owned them both ; and said it wan tl)e knife be 
boug^ht ia blxeter. I ^aw the watch when it wad picked 
up. I was ahead, and the watch lay under the fei^ce. 
There i^ a deep hole a little back from the road ; but 
al) the things were near the fence. I saw the whip, 
aad there was blood on it and on the pistol. One board 
of the fence wa.** down. 

(Uorge W. Pickering called. 
Sometime in i-ist July, Goodricige^iii floods were at- 
tached, and bis property given up to assignees. 

"ially ffi$e examined, 
I cannot recollect the night — heard no pistol faowev- 
er---might hear a noise aboHt nine o'clock — frequeutlj 
hear noises — ar.<! thouglit it some person passing. 

RcD, H, Merrill txomined, 
I saw Mr. Lawrence, and (alkcd with him respecting 
wh<:re Jackman was the ni*fl:t of the robbery. He 
told me he rode over cipr*"5;Jv to seem' — was ivith 
him fifteen minutes — taik>.-! with him respecting Geod- 
rid^e — he said J ackman eou'd not have been guilt j, for 
he was with four or five respoctabir per.s<ms. I saw Maj. 
G-^M(lrid<ife last winter, and he told m*r he kad a pee- 
knifp broke off in liii side, avd extracted by his pbysiciaa 
ill Newburypnrt. 

Willifim Clark examincth 
I heJird La*\rence sny at my hou«ie in Lyndeboronofh 
laFt fill!, that he was with J;ickn»an frrni dnrk liil nine 
o\ loc'i, and at Icas^t four or five ptrscns of lespecittbit 

Moses Unit colleif ajfttin, 
Jackman said, rr. oTtmuinui,/.!. it^.-t be wont to th^ 
jbou.«'' of IVri-^j? M'lrtm, to see Capt. Mooiiy, and wl 
^here aJl that e? tuing. . 
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John Pearson ^called again. 

• I had the memorandum and papers whi*h were pick- 
ed up on the ground. Curtis^ receipts ttere checked. 

Miss Jones examined. 
Major Goodridge is my brother. I attended him 
when sick at Pearson'i. 1 saw two cuts on his side. 
Dr. Spofford said the dressing would keep them moist, 
and that they would heal ; and something was said about 
the knife. Some persons calUd to see bim and wore 
denied — a clergyman called and wj^s not admitted ; this 
was an excuse, lie ,had two watchers,and I think by the 
advice of Dr, Spodord. . I know my brother owned a 
pair of pistils, large ones and brass — 1 had not seen 
them for three or four years before — I think they look 
like the same pisio4s. — 1 saw the pistols in Newburyport, 

and thought them t« be the sane that I had seen before. 

I saw them at my mother^s 3 or 4 years «ince. He has 
bcou in Bangor fire or sixyf^ars. The euts in his side 
were an inch and a half long. 

Webster, Did you eyer tell of the cuts till yen got to 
Dan vers ? 

A. No, [ did not. 

Major Ltavilt examined. ' 

I was an officoi — a deputy-jeheriffat the search of the 
Kennistons ; ( saw a puir' of pistols which Upton said 
wiere GoodridgeV I examined the pistols — there was 
Ketland <$• Co. on the locks ; they differed in that rns- 
pcct from Upton's. I arrested the Konnistons, and 

searched the west room ; before I had done Goodridge 
and Page arrived — we went to llie door which was fas- 
ten^^d, tnd wont into the small bed-room ; searched a 
ca^o of drawers, and found a ten dollar bill rolled up, 
and I examined it ; thought it counterfeit — I threw it 
bi'^k a^^ain ; and 1 saw Goodridge get oui of the sleigh 
and co.ne into the room in which I wai, and remained 
thoro ; whon he carao in ho had net been in that room. 
An hour and a half aQer I took the same bill out, nnd 
when Upton came in said there's a counterfeit bill; — I 
took it and kept it till we got to Coffin's. 1 shewed it to 

Upton. I cannot say whether he saw the bill — 1 do not 
jecoUect of Upton or GoodvvOi*^^ >i^\w^ vol ^^ ^^vs».' 
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Major 6oo(]rid|[;e found out it was his bill, torned it ot^ 
b)* the candle light. Went into the bed-room where 
th^ gold was found in the pantaloons pocket ; — 3 hours 
in the search — sent a mile for John Pike. I was there 
at the search — we arrived all together. 

Edwari Perry examined. 

I cleaned a pair ef pistols for Miss Page, who told me 
they were a pair of Goodridge^s — examined the locks ; 
thore was not Ketland and Co on them'; one of the 
screws of the pistol was worn at the time ; I think it is 
a.* common to have other names as Ketland and Co. 

H'fbster. Are you a gunsmith by trade ? 

•4. I am iu part. 

Q. Do you work at the business now ? 

Ji. No, 1 do not. 

Q. Havo yon nnf ^"-r''>d milk into Salem market for 






-f ' ■ i i /.*•-.» ^ "' ire not much of a gunsmith Y 
" j-ff— wiiy what 1 nave done for Miss Page. 

Dr. Osgood examined. 
Goodridgc was in bud health when he came to Dan- 
\'0.r9 ; complained of a weund in his hip ; walked lame, 
and a io.w days previous I saw a scar under the right pap. 
I never saw the pistols till after the bill was found. 
There was a screw on one c,{ the ramrods. I saw Jack- 
man after the Jury were out ; he k<' I, if 1 fall, I shall 
not fall alone : he said Mr. Mosely toui .him so. 

Webster. What did Jackman say to you after he 8ai# 
he should full? 

A. Ho said I was a damned rascal and Coodridge too; 
Ihat we both swore fairiely together against him. 

Poge called again. 
I saw his side Suntlay morning after the robbery, anl 
there were two cuts. 

A!r. Pradshaw called again. 
I came before Mr. Kbenezcr Stcdman ; I received a 
letter from Goodi idge for 75 dollars. 

ZaJock French called again, 
Goodridge. had good ^r^i^WV*, lyivled in July — owed me 
3000 doUurs j he 6wed to oVVv^y^ \w ^q"sXq\\ '^^^/^^ s -^V 
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amounted 16 11,000 dollars; — ^bought 1000 dollars in 
goods; then bought of another gentleman 17 or 1800 
dollars worth: the two last purchases were made after 
the robbery. 

Thomas Curtis examined. 
This is one of the receipts which I have given him. 

Abraham A. Dame called. 
I draughted the aasiyrnmcnt of his property ; the 
amount of debts was 11 COO dollars. 

Mcriain Smith called, 
I had occasion to go to the out-house with a small 
ehild ; as I returned I saw a handkerchief^ and tcok 
hold of it and saw the gold. - 

Ihratio Ferry called again. 
Wt-'.-Hfr. Did you ever see any brass barrel pistols 
without Ketland and Co. on the plates of the looks ? 
A. No, I never did. 

David Pearsons eramined. 
I was walking up High-street H'ilh hv© others that 
night about nine o'clock, and heard the stage within 
about 10 rorls of whore the robbery was committed. 
We heard no noise of pistols nor any other uncommon 
noise. 

Then Goodridge, to wind up his f«rce of evidrnce, 
fetched his ********** from Boston, Mary Ann Quimh3^ 
Bat as it was so ordered, when she wns comin.'^ to court 
from Boston, she told Miss Allen that Gt)odridge had hi- 
red her to go to court and swear tlial she saw Jackmnn 
the night of the robbery near the plac(? where he wiis 
robbed ; for that he hadgiren herten dollnrs,and if Jack- 
man was convicted, she was to have a lara:e sum of mon- 
ey. — That was the day before ?ny last trial. — When she 
got out of the stuge at Ipswich, I got in to come to 
Newburyport. 1 beinp; a stranger to the lady and the 
other passengers, Miss Allen told me the story; and she 
ssiid she thought it was a great pity that an innocent 
person should be convicted by false evidence. When I 
got to Newburyp«rt, she wisJied me to take in heriijun- 
ile ; I saw her name on the bundle : 1 then got a sum- 

13* 
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SQOM and an officer. When I summoned her, she was 
80 overcome, that she came very near fainting, to think 
that she had been conversini^ with Jackman all this 
time. I carrried the ladj back to Ipswich ; but Good- 
ridg-e^9 select friend sent word what I had done — that 
spoiled all our fun with Mary Ann. 



Gapt Richard SuttonPs deposition. 

I, Richard Si^utton, of Portland, of lawful age, do de- 
pose and say — that I was master of the schooner Jones 
Eddy, of Portsmouth, N. H. owned by Messrs. Langlej 
Bordman aad Joseph £Ia, on a voyage from Ports- 
mouth, aforesaid, to the West Indies, in May, 1809 — that 
I had a green hand on board named Elijah P. Goodridge, 
who was recommended to me by said Joseph Ela ; said 
Goodridge went with me to the W. Indies, viz. To Neri?, 
thence to St. Kitten, and thence to St. Croix ; and at St. 
Croix he deserted from the vessel. Daring .hii continii- 
ance on board, hist conduct was very had — being contio- 
unlly disobedient to orders, and striving to exite my creir J 
to mutiny. I never had a man under my care who gave i 
me so much trouble as he did ; and I have beea a ship 
master about twelve years. AAer said Goodridge de- 
serted I mnde no search aAer him, and considered m^ 
self fortunate in getting rid of him. I could have no 
sort of conlidencc in him. I considered him not to be 
a man of truth ; his conduct, indeed, in every respect, 
was bad while on board my vessel. The general chau'' 
acter of said Goodridge among the whole crew was no- 
toriously bad, in respect to truth and veracitj'. Further 
than this, 1 know nothing of his general character, as to 
truth. — When said Goodridge came to me to ship, ht 
said he had been a schoolmaster in some country town. 

(Signed.) RICHARD SUTTON. 

C^py of Mr. 3o\va\!pVoiv'« letter written at N. Yorki 
hy Elijah Putnam GooAT\A^e, Kv^W WCa^ \^\7^ whicfc | 
4as been frequently peixaat^'vcLCWsV.* 
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(COPY.) 

Mr. Upton, 

Dear Sir — I arrived bcre on Tuesday evening last, 
after a very tedious journey, having travelled night and 
day constantly, from Boston. — I have not been Mo to 
effect any thing ©f importance. With much diffculty 
Jaekman has been traced very near to his hiding-plnce, 
but has not yet been found. For an attempt to swindle 
a Dutchman by the nane of Bartur, out of a large sum 
of monc<^, in which he was partly successful — he was 
arrested and cemmitted to prison, lie found means to 
make his escape and has since that time kept himself se- 
creted by a pretty free use of nil subduing gold to 
ene of his accomplices and the promise of more. I 
have become acquainted with his haunts. I have watch- 
ed, with three or fuuF select friends, for him incessantly, 
two .'lays and nights ; but have not been able to get sight 
of him. 

This morning I engaged a respectable geBtleman, 
Mr. 6, Sibley, to go to a person of Jacknian^i acquaint- 
ance and inquire for a suitable person to superiateud the 
manufactory of playing cards. The person, as i ex- 
pected, immediately mentioned Joseph Jaekman as a 
proper person, and promised to introduce Mr. Sibley te 
him this evening or to-morrow moraing. He said Jack- 
man bad been spending this week with a friead a few 
miles eut of town — but he would immediately inform 
him, &«. 1 shall be careful not to remain here too long. 
You may rest assured, 1 shall see you before court, if 
my life and health are spared. — There is a general com- 
plaint among my acquaintance of the dulnesf of busi- 
ness, and I am of the opinion it is a just one ; there are 
but a few vessels laying in this harbor, excepting coast- 
ers, — and the travelling is excessively bad : there are 
DO people in from the country to purchase goods. 
Signed.) ELIJAH P. GOODRIDGE. 

certify the above to be false. 

JOSEPH JACKMAN. 
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DISTRICT OF MJtSS^4CHUSETT->S, TO Wli .- 

District Clfrk's Office. 
EF. IT REMEMBFUKD, tliat on the seventeenth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord, one tliousand eight hTindred And 
nim-tcen, and iutlie fort^ -third ytar of the Independence of the 
United f^taU-F of Ainerica, Jo&ki'h Jackmaa', of tlje sdd district, 
hiiK d(-pnsited in this said office the title of a book, the right 
whereof he clcinis as Author, in tlic words: following, to wit: 

'• The Sham-Bohhiirif^ cominiUtd hy Eli/ah Putnam Good" 
ridiit^ on /■'■- ri'-.i yt;(;.^.?/i, in Kni^burif^ ntnr F.sscx bridgt^ Dtc, 
10, \^'\€\ ; u'ilh a. Ilialory of his journey to iht place where he 
rnhhed hfrnxflf, n,ln.d hi.^ trial with Mr, Ebene^er Pearson^ 
tvi'(ir.% hi! mah'cioutly arrested for robbery. ^^tso» (he trial of 
Levi und Laban h'eindslon. By Junph Jacl^ni'.tn.'^'* 

In confonnitj- to the Act of the Congress of the Unitr.'<l State?, 
entitled, '• An A< I forth'.- »ncoi;ri:g»^nienf of L'jirring, by scour- 
ing the Coj^iep of JMap*-:. Cliarts and Books, to the Authors sud 
V'i opriotor:? of such Co}/ir>, durin«^ tl»f, times therein nicntioiied :^ 
and aI*o to an Act cr.llihd, *' An Act supplf.ii.enlary to au Act^ 
entitled, xAn Act for ihv; tncourugr nuntof Le;!rning, by secitriiig 
the Copies of Mliv';, Charts and Books, to the Au:!'.r.rs and Pro- , 
prietors of nirh Cojjies n urine: tlic times therein mentioned ; and 
extending the beifofits thereof to the Arts of Desij;::ing, Engra- 
ving and Etcliing Historical and other Trhits." 

JNO. W.DAVIF, 
Clerk of district of Mufsachusifis* 
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